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THE DREAM OF
OWNING A PIECE
OF SCOTTISH
HISTORY

There is something
undeniably romantic
about the idea of
owning a Scottish
castle. These ancient
stone sentinels,
scattered across misty
glens and rugged
coastlines, are more
than just
buildings—they are
living chronicles of clan
battles, royal intrigue,
and centuries of
Highland history. For
those with a taste for
the extraordinary and

the means to invest,
the market for these
historic properties
offers a rare
opportunity. Currently,
there are at least
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale, each
presenting a unique
blend of heritage,
architectural grandeur,
and modern potential.
Whether you are
seeking a private
family residence, a
luxury hotel venture, or
simply a spectacular
retreat, the allure of
these properties is
undeniable. This guide
explores the current
market, delves into the
stories behind some
remarkable fortresses,


https://www.remodelicious.com/

and provides essential
advice for anyone
ready to answer the
call of the Highlands.

WHY THE MARKET
FOR SCOTTISH
CASTLES IS
THRIVING

The global appetite for
unique real estate has
never been stronger,
and Scotland’s castles
occupy a special place
in that market.
International buyers,
particularly from North
America, Europe, and
Asia, are drawn to the
combination of
historical prestige and
natural beauty. Unlike
a modern mansion, a
castle offers a tangible
connection to the past.
The current portfolio of
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale
reflects this diversity,
ranging from ruined
shells ripe for
restoration to fully

modernised baronial
palaces. Low interest
rates in recent years,
coupled with a growing
desire for spacious,
private properties,
have fuelled demand.
Furthermore,
Scotland’s strong legal
framework and
transparent property
market make it a safe
haven for high-value
investments. For many,
the purchase is not just
financial; it is an
emotional investment
in a lifestyle defined by
history, privacy, and
breathtaking
landscapes.

EXPLORING THE
FIFTEEN SCOTTISH
CASTLES FOR SALE

While the exact
inventory changes as
properties are sold and
new listings emerge,
the following selection
represents the current
range of available
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castles. These fifteen
Scottish castles for sale
offer a remarkable
spectrum of history,
size, and condition.
Below, we delve into
the details of each one,
highlighting their
unique character and
potential.

1.
Achandul
n Castle
Estate -
Argyll
and Bute

Located on the remote
Isle of Lismore,
Achanduin Castle is a
stunning medieval ruin
dating back to the 13th
century. This property
is perfect for the purist

who dreams of a
painstaking
restoration. The site
offers panoramic views
of Loch Linnhe and the
Morvern mountains.
While the castle itself
is a shell, the
surrounding 50 acres
of coastal land provide
immense potential for
a sensitive rebuild,
blending ancient walls
with modern
sustainable living.

2.
Balnagow
an Tower
- The
Black Isle

A striking 16th-century
tower house,
Balnagowan has been
meticulously restored
to combine original



features with
contemporary luxury.
The property boasts a
great hall with a
vaulted stone ceiling, a
modern kitchen, and
four en-suite
bedrooms. Set within
formal gardens and
woodland, this castle is
move-in ready. It is one
of the most accessible
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale for
those wanting historic
charm without a full
renovation project.

3. Castle
Crossqill

Aberdeen
shire

Nestled in the heart of
whisky country, Castle
Crossqill is a Victorian

baronial mansion built
on the foundations of
an older fortress. The
property features
turrets, a grand
staircase, and a billiard

room. With 12
bedrooms, it is an ideal
candidate for

conversion into a
boutique hotel or
wedding venue. The
estate includes a small
distillery outbuilding,
adding to its
commercial appeal.

4.
Dunmora
n Keep -

Sutherlan
d

For those seeking true
isolation, Dunmoran
Keep is a remote 15th-
century fortress
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overlooking the North
Sea. Accessible only by
a private track, this
castle offers complete
seclusion. The
structure is roofless
but structurally sound,
offering a blank canvas
for an architect with
vision. The surrounding
moorland is teeming
with wildlife, including
golden eagles and red
deer.

5. Eilean
Glas
Lodge
and
Castle -
Isle of

Harris

This unique property
combines a Victorian
lodge with a small,
ruined castle on a tidal
island. The main lodge
is fully modernised
with six bedrooms and
stunning views over
the Atlantic. The ruined
castle, accessible at
low tide, offers a
dramatic feature for
photography or future
restoration. This is a
lifestyle purchase for
lovers of island living
and coastal scenery.

0.
Fortingall
Manor
Castle -



Perthshir
e

Located near the
famous Fortingall Yew,
this castle is a blend of
17th-century origins
and Georgian
additions. The property
has been used as a
family home for
generations and offers
a warm, lived-in feel.
With seven bedrooms,
a walled garden, and a
trout stream, it is ideal
for a family seeking a
manageable castle
with a rich history. It is
often cited as one of
the most family-
friendly among the
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale.

7.

Glenmorn
Ish Castle
- Argyll

A dramatic 19th-
century castle built on
a promontory,
Glenmornish
commands stunning
views of the Sound of
Mull. The property has
been partially
renovated and offers a
unique opportunity to
complete the work to a
high standard. The
castle features a
magnificent  drawing
room, a library, and six
principal bedrooms.
The estate extends to
200 acres of woodland
and shoreline.

8.
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Inverlaur

Castle -
Highland

Region

Inverlaur is a well-
preserved 16th-century
tower house with later
additions. Situated in a
wooded glen near a
salmon river, the castle
offers a perfect blend
of history and outdoor
living. The interior
features original oak
paneling, a spiral
staircase, and a grand
fireplace. This property
is ideal for those who
want a historic home
with character, not a
ruin.

9.

Kinlochbe
g Castle -
Wester
ROSS

This small but perfectly
formed castle sits on
the shores of a sea
loch. Built in the 18th
century, Kinlochbeg
has been used as a
family home and
artists' retreat. The
property offers four
bedrooms, a studio
space, and a private
jetty. The gardens are
mature and sheltered,
making it a haven in an
otherwise wild
landscape.

10.



Lendrick

11.

CastleMuckle
Stirlindahk

re

Located within easy
commuting distance of

Glasgow and
Edinburgh, Lendrick
Castle offers a rare
combination of
accessibility and
grandeur. This
category A listed

building dates from the
15th century and has
been carefully
restored. It features a
grand hall, a library,
and eight bedrooms.
The estate includes a
gatehouse and several
cottages, providing
potential for rental
income.

Castle -
Orkney

On the windswept
Orkney Islands, Muckle
Kirk Castle is a unique
property that
incorporates a former
church into the castle
structure. The result is
a fascinating
architectural hybrid
with a large hall,
vaulted ceilings, and
five bedrooms. The
property is a strong
candidate for a holiday
let business, given the
popularity of Orkney as
a tourist destination.
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12.

Nairnside
Keep -

Moray

A compact and highly
defensible tower
house, Nairnside Keep
dates from the 14th
century. It has been
sensitively modernised
with underfloor
heating, a modern
kitchen, and luxurious
bathrooms while
retaining its original
stone walls and
battlements. This is a
perfect lock-up-and-
leave castle for those
who desire a historic
retreat without
constant upkeep.

13.
Oronsay
Castle -
Isle of

Skye

Perched on a cliff
overlooking the Cuillin
mountains, Oronsay
Castle is a
photographer’s dream.
The property is a 19th-
century baronial castle
with a ruined older
tower attached. The
main house has six
bedrooms and is in
good decorative order.
The location on the
Trotternish Peninsula

offers endless
opportunities for
exploration and

tourism.
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14.
Pittenwee

m Tower
- Fife

This unusual property
is a 16th-century tower
house located within
the fishing village of
Pittenweem. Unlike
remote Highland
castles, this one offers
a vibrant community
and coastal living. The
tower has been
restored to a high
standard and offers
three bedrooms, a roof
terrace, and views over
the Firth of Forth. It is a
unigue entry among
the fifteen Scottish
castles for sale for
those who prefer
village life.

15.
Rannoch
Baronial
Castle -
Perthshir
e

The largest and most
ambitious property on
this list, Rannoch
Baronial Castle is a
Victorian masterpiece
set within a 1,000-acre
estate. The castle
boasts 18 bedrooms, a
ballroom, and
extensive stables. The
estate includes loch
fishing, grouse moor,
and deer stalking
rights. This is a trophy
property suitable for a
grand family home or
an exclusive hospitality
venue.
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KEY
CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN
PURCHASING A
SCOTTISH CASTLE

Buying a castle is a
romantic notion, but it
is also a serious
financial and logistical
undertaking. The
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale
mentioned above each
come with their own
set of opportunities
and challenges. Here
are the primary factors
to consider before
proceeding with a
purchase.

Structural
Integrity
and

11

Renovati
on Costs

Many historic castles,
particularly those listed

as ruins, require
significant  structural
work. A thorough

building survey by a
specialist in historic

properties is non-
negotiable. Roofing,
drainage, and

foundations are the
most common and
expensive issues. Be
prepared for costs that
can easily exceed the
purchase price.

Listed
Building
Consent

Scottish castles are
almost always listed
buildings, meaning any



alterations require
official consent. This
applies to windows,
roofing materials, and
interior modifications.
Working with an
architect experienced
in historic preservation
is essential. Some
properties among the
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale have
already obtained
consent for specific
developments, which
adds significant value.

Ongoing

Maintena
nce and

Running

Costs

Heating a stone castle
is expensive.
Traditional methods
such as oil-fired boilers

12

are common, but many
owners are now
installing biomass
boilers, heat pumps, or
solar panels. Insurance
for historic properties
is also higher than for
modern homes. Budget
for an annual
maintenance cost of at
least 1-2% of the
property value.

Location
and
Accessibil

Ity

Remote castles offer
spectacular beauty but
also practical
challenges. Access
roads may be rough,
services such as
broadband and mobile
reception may be
limited, and the
nearest shops or

12
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hospitals could be an
hour away. Consider
your tolerance for
isolation and the
practicalities of daily
life in a remote
location.

Commerc
lal
Potential

Many buyers offset
costs by generating
income. Wedding
venues, holiday lets,
and filming locations
are all popular uses for
Scottish castles. The
fifteen Scottish
castles for sale
currently on the
market vary in their
suitability for
commercial use. Check
local planning policies
regarding holiday lets
and events before
purchasing.
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THE LEGAL AND
FINANCIAL
PROCESS

Purchasing a castle in
Scotland follows a
similar legal process to
any property purchase,
but with a few
additional

complexities. You will
need a solicitor
specialising in Scottish
property law and a
surveyor experienced
with historic buildings.
Financing a castle
purchase can also be
challenging. Many
standard mortgage

lenders are not
comfortable with
historic or

unconventional

properties. Specialist
lenders who
understand the market
for fifteen Scottish
castles for sale and
similar properties are
essential. Be prepared
for a larger deposit and



higher interest rates.
Cash buyers have a

significant advantage
in this market.
Additionally, due

diligence on the title is
crucial. Some castles
have ancient feudal
obligations, rights of
way, or fishing rights
attached to them.
Understanding these
burdens is essential
before exchanging
contracts.

LIFESTYLE AND
COMMUNITY
CONSIDERATIONS

Living in a castle is a
lifestyle choice that
comes with unique
rewards and
challenges. The sense
of history and
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connection to the land
is profound. However,
the practicalities of
maintaining a large,
old building can be
overwhelming if you
are not prepared.
Engaging with the local
community is vital.
Many small Scottish
communities rely on
the economic benefits
brought by castle
owners, whether
through employment,
tourism, or local
services. Being a good
neighbour and steward
of the land will
enhance your
experience
immeasurably. For
those considering one
of the fifteen
Scottish castles for
sale
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