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THE ANCIENT ART
OF PAPER
FOLDING MEETS
MODERN MYTH

Origami, the centuries-
old  Japanese  art  of
p a p e r  f o l d i n g ,
transforms  a  simple
square  sheet  in to
intricate  sculptures
through  patience  and
precision.  When  you
c o m b i n e  t h i s
meditative  craft  with
the  iconic  creatures
from  the  Pokémon
universe, you unlock a
creative  pursuit  that

challenges  both  your
dexterity  and  your
imagination.  Learning
h o w  t o  m a k e
origami  legendary
P o k e m o n  i s  n o t
merely about following
folding  instructions—it
i s  about  b r ing ing
mythical beings to life
us ing  noth ing  but
paper  and  geometry.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  or igami
e n t h u s i a s t  o r  a
Pokémon  fan  looking
for  a  new hobby,  this
guide  will  walk  you
through everything you
need to know to create
s t u n n i n g  p a p e r
versions  of  Mewtwo,
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Rayquaza,  Lugia,  and
o t h e r  l e g e n d a r y
figures.

WHY ORIGAMI
LEGENDARY
POKEMON
CAPTIVATE
CRAFTERS

Legendary  Pokémon
hold a special place in
the  hearts  of  fans.
Their intricate designs,
flowing  tails,  wings,
a n d  d i s t i n c t i v e
silhouettes make them
c h a l l e n g i n g  y e t
rewarding  subjects  for
paper  folding.  Unlike
s i m p l e r  o r i g a m i
models,  legendary
Pokémon often require
modular  techniques,
w e t  f o l d i n g ,  o r
advanced  geometric
planning.  The  journey
o f  h o w  t o  m a k e
origami  legendary
Pokemon teaches you
t o  r e a d  c o m p l e x
diagrams,  understand
paper  properties,  and

d e v e l o p  s p a t i a l
reasoning  skills.  Each
comple ted  mode l
becomes a trophy that
showcases  both  your
dedication to the craft
and your  love  for  the
Pokémon franchise.

Therapeu
tic
Benefits
of
Complex
Origami
Fold ing  advanced
o r i g a m i  m o d e l s
demands  focused
attention. When you sit
down with  a  sheet  of
high-quality  origami
paper  and  a  diagram
f o r  a  l e g e n d a r y
Pokémon,  the  outside
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world fades away. This
immersive  experience
r e d u c e s  s t r e s s ,
improves  hand-eye
coordinat ion,  and
trains  your  brain  to
follow sequential logic.
Many  folders  describe
the  moment  the i r
model  finally  takes
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l
s h a p e  a s  d e e p l y
satisfying—a  feeling
amplified  when  the
subject  is  a  majestic
creature like Ho-Oh or
Dialga.

ESSENTIAL
MATERIALS FOR
LEGENDARY
POKEMON
ORIGAMI

Before  div ing  into
folding techniques, you
need  the  right  tools.
W h i l e  c h i l d r e n ’ s
origami often succeeds
with  any scrap paper,
h o w  t o  m a k e
origami  legendary
Pokemon  requires

materials that can hold
cr isp  creases  and
s u p p o r t  c o m p l e x
structures.

Paper
Selection

Kami paper:
Standard origami
paper available
in countless
colors. Works
well for most
intermediate
models. For
legendary
Pokémon, choose
larger sizes—at
least 15 cm by
15 cm or larger.
Washi paper:
Traditional
Japanese paper
with long, strong
fibers. Excellent
for wet folding
techniques that
create softer,
more sculptural
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shapes—ideal for
Rayquaza’s
flowing body.
Foil paper:
Metallic or
colored foil
laminated onto
thin paper. Holds
creases firmly
and works
beautifully for
Pokémon with
metallic features
like Metagross or
the steel-type
legendaries.
Tissue foil:
Tissue paper
glued to
aluminum foil.
Extremely
versatile for
complex models
because it holds
shape while
allowing thin,
detailed folds.

Additiona
l Tools

Bone folder: A
smooth tool for
sharpening
creases without
damaging paper
fibers.
Tweezers:
Essential for
intricate folds on
small models.
Spray bottle
with water: For
wet folding
techniques that
give organic
curves to
dragon-type
legendaries.
Clear drying
craft glue:
Sometimes
needed for
modular
assemblies
where many
pieces join.
Cutting mat
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and ruler: For
precisely cutting
your own square
sheets from
larger paper.

UNDERSTANDING
ORIGAMI
DIAGRAMS AND
NOTATION

Every origami diagram
u s e s  a  u n i v e r s a l
language  of  symbols.
Mastering these basics
is non-negotiable when
learning how to make
origami  legendary
Pokemon  because
m o s t  g u i d e s  u s e
standardized  notation.
The valley fold appears
as  a  dashed  line  and
c r e a t e s  a  c r e a s e
t o w a r d  y o u .  T h e
mountain  fold  uses
alternating  dots  and
dashes,  folding  away
f rom  you .  A r rows
indicate fold directions,
while  curved  arrows
s h o w  u n f o l d i n g .

Dashed lines represent
ex is t ing  c reases .
Spend  time  studying
these  symbols  before
attempting a legendary
model.  Misreading  a
single  arrow  can  turn
your  majestic  Lugia
into  a  crumpled  mess.

LEGENDARY
POKEMON
ORIGAMI MODELS
BY SKILL LEVEL

Not  a l l  l egendary
Pokémon  are  equally
difficult  to  fold.  A  wise
approach  to  how  to
m a k e  o r i g a m i
legendary  Pokemon
involves  progressing
from simpler designs to
master-level creations.

Beginner-
Friendly
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Legendar
y Models
Celebi: This fairy-and-
grass-type  legendary
has a relatively simple
body  structure  with
large wings and a small
h e a d .  S e v e r a l
designers have created
b e g i n n e r - f r i e n d l y
C e l e b i  m o d e l s
requiring only 30 to 40
steps.  The  onion-like
head  shape  translates
well  to  basic  origami
techniques.  You  can
complete one in about
twenty  minutes  with
practice.
Mew:  The ancestor of
a l l  Pokémon  has  a
compact,  rounded
body  without  complex
appendages.  Mew’s
simple  tail  and  small
e a r s  m a k e  i t  a n
excel lent  start ing
p o i n t .  M a n y  M e w
diagrams  use  basic

bases  and  avoid  sink
fo lds  and  p l ea t s ,
keeping frustration low
for newcomers.
Shaymin:  Its  small,
hedgehog-like  form
with a floral collar uses
straightforward  folding
sequences.  Shaymin’s
c o m p a c t  s h a p e
requires few points and
flaps,  making  it  one  of
the  most  accessible
legendary  origami
projects.

Intermedi
ate
Challenge
s
Jirachi:  This  wish-
granting  legendary
features a star-shaped
head  and  ribbon-like
attachments .  The
intermediate  Jirachi
design  introduces  you
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to  shaping  techniques
and  non-symmetrical
folding.  You  will  learn
to  manage  multiple
layers  and  create  the
distinctive  tag-like
extensions  hanging
from  its  head.
Manaphy:  With  its
teardrop body and two
l o n g  a n t e n n a e ,
Manaphy  challenges
you to create rounded
forms  using  precise
mountain  and  valley
sequences.  The model
often incorporates wet
folding to  achieve the
smooth, organic curves
o f  th i s  sea -based
legendary.
Victini:  The  victory
P o k é m o n  h a s  a
compact,  energetic
pose  with  V-shaped
ears  and  a  flame  tail.
Intermediate  Victini
models teach you how
t o  c r e a t e  s h a r p ,
angular  features  while
maintaining  structural
integrity.

Advanced
and
Master-
Level
Models
M e w t w o :  T h e
genetically  engineered
psychic type is one of
the  mos t  popu la r
subjects  in  legendary
Pokémon  or igami.
Advanced  Mewtwo
designs include its long
t a i l ,  m u s c u l a r
humanoid  build,  and
the distinctive tube-like
structure  behind  its
head.  Some  designs
require  80  or  more
steps and use complex
techniques like double
rabbit ears, open sinks,
and  spread  squashes.
Master ing  how  to
m a k e  o r i g a m i
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legendary  Pokemon
like  Mewtwo can  take
severa l  hours  per
attempt.
Rayquaza:  The  sky
high Pokémon presents
extreme  difficulty  due
to its serpentine body,
wing-like  fins,  and  the
need to create a long,
curved  form  from  a
s q u a r e  s h e e t .
Advanced  folders  use
wet folding extensively
to  shape  Rayquaza’s
body into a dynamic S-
curve.  Th is  model
demands  exceptional
paper  cho i ce  and
patient  sculpting.
Lugia:  The  div ing
Pokémon  requires
folding  large  wings,  a
streamlined body,  and
the  distinctive  fins
along its back. Master-
level  Lugia  designs
o f t e n  i n v o l v e
combining  multiple
sheets  of  paper  or
using  complex  box-
pleating  techniques.

Some  folders  spend
three  to  five  hours
completing  a  single
Lugia.
Dialga  and  Palkia:
These  dimensional
legendaries  feature
highly  asymmetrical
designs  with  multiple
appendages,  spikes,
and  distinctive  head
s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e y
require advanced skills
in  shaping,  locking
folds,  and  creating
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l
volume from flat paper.
Many  enthus iasts
consider  Dialga  the
ultimate test of how to
m a k e  o r i g a m i
legendary  Pokemon
from  a  single  square.

STEP-BY-STEP
APPROACH TO
YOUR FIRST
LEGENDARY
MODEL

Choose  a  beginner-
friendly  legendary  like
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Mew or Celebi for your
first  attempt.  Here is  a
strategic  approach  to
learning how to make
origami  legendary
Pokemon successfully.

Prepare your1.
workspace: Use
a clean, flat
surface with
good lighting.
Keep your
diagram either
printed or
displayed on a
tablet that you
can prop up
beside you.
Select the right2.
paper size:
Larger paper is
easier for
beginners. Start
with a 20 cm by
20 cm square.
The extra size
gives you room
to make
mistakes and still
recover.
Pre-crease3.
thoroughly:

Many advanced
models require
pre-creasing an
entire grid of
folds before any
shaping begins.
Take your time
with this step.
Accurate pre-
creases
determine
whether your
final model holds
its form.
Fold4.
sequentially:
Do not skip
ahead in the
diagram. Each
fold prepares for
the next. If you
become
confused, return
to the last step
you understood
and verify every
crease.
Use the hinge5.
technique:
When performing
complex folds
like sinks or petal



10

10 How To Make Origami Legendary
Pokemon

2023-03-21

folds, treat the
paper as a hinge
opening from
one side. This
prevents tearing
and
misalignment.
Shape6.
gradually: Do
not expect your
model to look
perfect
immediately.
Many legendary
Pokémon require
final shaping
where you curve
wings, taper
tails, and round
bodies using
gentle pressure.
Practice7.
mountain and
valley folds:
Sharp, accurate
mountain and
valley folds are
the foundation of
professional-
looking origami.
Use a bone folder
for crisp lines.

MODULAR
ORIGAMI FOR
LEGENDARY
POKEMON

S o m e  l e g e n d a r y
Pokémon  are  better
su i ted  to  modular
origami, where you fold
multiple identical units
and  assemble  them
into a larger structure.
T h i s  a p p r o a c h
part icu lar ly  su i ts
s y m m e t r i c a l
legendaries like Ho-Oh
and  the  legendary
golems  (Regirock,
Regice,  Registeel).
When  exploring  how
to  make  origami
legendary Pokemon,
modular  techniques
offer  several
advantages. First, they
allow for  larger,  more
impressive  final
models.  Second,  they
distribute  complexity
across  many  simple
un i ts ,  mak ing  the
overall  project  more
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manageable.  Third,
m o d u l a r  o r i g a m i
produces  stunning
display  pieces  with
intricate  geometric
patterns.  For  Ho-Oh,
for  example,  folders
can  create  the  tai l
feathers  as  separate
modules attached to a
central  body  unit ,
achieving  spectacular
visual  effects
imposs ib le  w i th  a
single  square.

USING ORIGAMI
DIAGRAMS AND
VIDEO TUTORIALS

T h e  o r i g a m i
community  thrives  on
sharing  knowledge.
When learning how to
m a k e  o r i g a m i
legendary Pokemon,
you have two primary
resources:  diagrams
and  video  tutorials.

Origami
Diagrams
Diagrams provide step-
by-step  illustrations.
They train your ability
to visualize folds in two
d i m e n s i o n s  a n d
execute them in three
dimensions.  Many
talented  designers
offer  free  diagrams  on
their personal websites
or  through  platforms
l i k e  t h e  O r i g a m i
D a t a b a s e .  F o r
legendary  Pokémon,
look for designers like
Satoshi  Kamiya,  who
created  master-level
diagrams  for  many
legendary  subjects,
and  Quentin  Trollip,
known for  his  elegant
Pokémon  designs.
Printed  books  also
rema in  exce l l en t
resources.  Origami
Legends  by  various
authors  compi les
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several  legendary
Pokémon designs from
the  community’s  top
folders.

Video
Tutorials
Video  tutorials  offer
r e a l - t i m e  v i s u a l
guidance.  YouTube
channels  dedicated  to
origami  frequently
feature  legendary
Pokémon  tutorials.
Watching someone fold
a  c o m p l e x  m o d e l
reveals hand positions,
tension  management,
a n d  s h a p i n g
techniques  that  static
d i a g r a m s  c a n n o t
c o n v e y .  W h e n
fol lowing  a  v ideo,
pause  frequently  and
replay  sections  until
you replicate each fold
accurate ly .  Many
folders  combine  both
approaches—using  the
diagram  for  reference

and  the  v ideo  f o r
technique.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON
PROBLEMS

Even  exper ienced
folders  encounter
difficulties.  Here  are
solutions  to  common
issues  when  learning
h o w  t o  m a k e
origami  legendary
Pokemon.
Paper  tears  during
complex  folds:  Your
paper may be too thin
or  too  dry.  Switch  to
tissue  foil  or  washi
paper,  which  offers
greater tear resistance.
For  wet  folding,  use
slightly  thicker  paper
and keep it  damp but
not saturated.
Model  refuses  to
hold  its  shape:  This
usua l ly  ind icates
insufficient  creasing  or
incorrect folding order.
Go back through your
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steps and ensure each
crease  is  sharp  and
precise.  Some  models
require  paper  clips  or
temporary  clamps  to
hold shapes while you
work.
Symmetry  issues:
Legendary  Pokémon
often fail  because one
s ide  o f  the  mode l
mi r ro rs  the  o ther
incorrectly.  Measure
proportions  against
your diagram carefully.
Use  a  ruler  to  verify
that key points align on
both  s ides  before
committing  to  final
shaping.
Frustrat ion  and
burnout:  Advanced
origami  projects  test
patience.  If  you  feel
frustrated,  set  the

model aside and return
the  next  day.  Fresh
e y e s  o f t e n  s p o t
s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
f r u s t r a t i o n  h i d .
Remember  that  how
to  make  origami
legendary  Pokemon
is a journey, not a race.

DISPLAYING AND
PRESERVING YOUR
LEGENDARY
POKEMON
ORIGAMI

After  hours  of  work,
y o u r  c o m p l e t e d
legendary  Pokémon
d e s e r v e s  p r o p e r
d i sp lay .  Here  a re
strategies  for  showing
off your creations while
protecting  them  from
damage.

Glass display


