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UNDERSTANDING
THE TEXAS
MEDICAL
JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR PHYSICIANS

For physicians seeking
to practice medicine in
the  Lone  Star  State,
few requirements carry
as much weight as the
T e x a s  M e d i c a l
Jurisprudence  Exam.
Of ten  re fe r red  to
s i m p l y  a s  t h e
"Jurisprudence  Exam"
or  the  "Texas  Medical
L a w  E x a m , "  t h i s
a s s e s s m e n t  i s  a

mandatory  step  for
anyone applying for  a
m e d i c a l  l i c e n s e
through  the  Texas
Medical  Board  (TMB).
Unlike  clinical  board
exams  that  test  your
medical  knowledge,
this  exam  focuses
entirely  on  the  legal
a n d  r e g u l a t o r y
framework  governing
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f
medicine  in  Texas.
Whether  you  are  a
n e w l y  g r a d u a t e d
p h y s i c i a n  o r  a n
e x p e r i e n c e d
practitioner  relocating
t o  T e x a s ,
understanding  the
nuances of this exam is
essential  to  a  smooth
licensing process.
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WHAT IS THE
TEXAS MEDICAL
JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM?

The  Texas  Medical
Jurisprudence  Exam is
a  computerized  test
designed to evaluate a
physician's  knowledge
of the laws, rules, and
regulations that pertain
to  the  pract i ce  o f
medicine in Texas. The
exam  is  administered
by  the  Texas  Medical
Board  and  covers
topics  such  as  the
Texas Medical Practice
Ac t ,  boa rd  ru l e s ,
p a t i e n t  s a f e t y
standards,  prescribing
regulations, and ethical
obligations.
Passing this exam is a
n o n - n e g o t i a b l e
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
licensure.  Even  if  you
have  been  practicing
medicine  in  another
state for decades, you
must  st i l l  pass  the

Texas  version  of  the
jurisprudence  exam.
This  ensures  that  all
physicians practicing in
Texas are aware of the
specific legal standards
that  apply  within  the
state.

Who
Needs to
Take the
Exam?
The  exam  is  required
for all initial applicants
for  a  Texas  medical
license. This includes:

Graduates of
medical schools
applying for a
residency or
training permit
Physicians
seeking a full
unrestricted
license
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Out-of-state
physicians
relocating to
Texas
Physicians who
previously held a
Texas license but
have allowed it
to lapse for an
extended period

It is important to note
t h a t  p h y s i c i a n
assistants  and  certain
o the r  hea l thca re
professionals may also
be required to  take a
jurisprudence  exam,
but  the  content  and
administration  may
differ.  This  article
focuses  specifically  on
t h e  e x a m  f o r
physicians.

EXAM FORMAT
AND CONTENT

The  Texas  Medical
Jurisprudence  Exam is
a  closed-book  exam
a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t
designated  testing

centers.  It  consists  of
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions,  and  the
number  of  questions
can vary depending on
the  vers ion  of  the
e x a m  b e i n g
a d m i n i s t e r e d .
Typically,  the  exam
contains  between  50
and  100  questions.

Topics
Covered
on the
Exam
To pass the exam, you
must  demonstrate  a
solid  understanding  of
the following areas:

THE TEXAS
MEDICAL PRACTICE
ACT

This is the foundational
statute  that  governs



4

4 Texas Medical Jurisprudence
Exam

2023-01-21

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f
medicine  in  Texas.
Questions  will  cover
the  definition  of  the
practice  of  medicine,
l i c e n s u r e
requirements,  grounds
for  disciplinary  action,
and  the  powers  and
duties  of  the  Texas
Medical  Board.

TEXAS MEDICAL
BOARD RULES

T h e  T M B  h a s
promulgated extensive
rules that expand upon
the  Medical  Practice
Act. These rules cover
t o p i c s  s u c h  a s
standards  of  care,
r e c o r d k e e p i n g ,
advertising,  delegation
of  medical  services,
and  physician-patient
relat ionships.  You
should be familiar with
the  specific  rule
numbers  and  their
applications.

PRESCRIBING AND
DISPENSING
REGULATIONS

Texas  has  strict  laws
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
p r e s c r i b i n g  o f
controlled  substances.
T h e  e x a m  t e s t s
know ledge  o f  the
Texas  Cont ro l l ed
S u b s t a n c e s  A c t ,
prescription monitoring
programs,  and  rules
r e g a r d i n g  p a i n
management  and  the
treatment  of  patients
with chronic pain.

PATIENT SAFETY
AND QUALITY OF
CARE

Expect  questions  on
infect ion  contro l ,
p a t i e n t  r i g h t s ,
informed consent,  and
mandatory  reporting
requirements.  Texas
law requires physicians
to  r epo r t  ce r t a i n
conditions,  such  as
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suspected  abuse,
specific  infectious
diseases,  and  adverse
medical events.

ETHICAL AND
PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT

While medical ethics is
a broad field, the exam
focuses on the ethical
standards  that  are
codified  in  Texas  law.
This  includes  issues
related  to  conflicts  of
interest,  boundary
v i o l a t i o n s ,  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l
misconduct.

LICENSING AND
RENEWAL
PROCEDURES

You  will  be  tested  on
the  steps  required  to
obtain and maintain a
medical  l icense  in
T e x a s ,  i n c l u d i n g
continuing  medical
e d u c a t i o n
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,

reg i s t ra t ion ,  and
renewal  t imelines.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE TEXAS
MEDICAL
JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM

Preparation  is  key  to
passing  this  exam.
Because the content is
specific  to  Texas  law,
general medical ethics
courses will not suffice.
Instead,  you  need
t a r g e t e d  s t u d y
materials.

Study the
Official
Resource
s
The  Texas  Medical
Board provides several
resources  to  he lp
applicants  prepare.
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The  most  important
document is the Texas
Medical Board Rules,
which can be found on
the  TMB  webs i te .
Additionally, the Texas
Medical Practice Act
is available online and
s h o u l d  b e  r e a d
t h o r o u g h l y .  P a y
attention to definitions,
a s  m a n y  e x a m
questions  test  your
unders tand ing  o f
p r e c i s e  l e g a l
terminology.

Take
Practice
Exams
Several  organizations
offer  practice  exams
and  s tudy  gu ides
specifically  for  the
T e x a s  M e d i c a l
Jurisprudence  Exam.
These  resources  can
help you identify areas

where you need further
study  and  familiarize
you with  the  question
f o r m a t .  L o o k  f o r
materials  that  are
updated  regularly  to
reflect  changes  in
Texas  law.

Focus on
High-
Yield
Topics
While you should have
a  g e n e r a l
understanding  of  all
topics, some areas are
tested  more  heavily
t h a n  o t h e r s .  T h e
following subjects tend
to appear frequently on
the exam:

Grounds for
disciplinary
action by the
TMB
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Requirements for
prescribing
controlled
substances
Informed consent
and patient
rights
Mandatory
reporting
obligations
Delegation of
medical services
to advanced
practice
providers

Understa
nd the
Testing
Environm
ent
T h e  e x a m  i s
a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t
Pearson  VUE  testing
centers.  Familiarize

yourse l f  w i th  the
t e s t i n g  p o l i c i e s ,
including  identification
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
prohibited  items,  and
the  rules  regarding
breaks.  Knowing  what
to expect on test  day
can reduce anxiety and
he lp  you  pe r fo rm
better.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

Many  physicians  find
the  Texas  Medical
Jurisprudence  Exam
challenging because it
tests  legal  knowledge
rather  than  clinical
skills.  Here  are  some
common  difficulties
and  s t ra teg ies  to
address  them:

Volume
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of
Material
The  Texas  Medical
B o a r d  R u l e s  a r e
extensive.  Trying  to
memorize every rule is
impractical.  Instead,
focus on understanding
the overall structure of
the rules and the most
f requent ly  tested
p r o v i s i o n s .  U s e
s u m m a r i e s  a n d
outlines  to  streamline
your study process.

Legal
Terminolo
gy
The exam uses precise
legal  language.  If  you
are  not  familiar  with
t e r m s  s u c h  a s
"summary suspension,"
"cease  and  des is t

order,"  or  "probated
suspension," take time
t o  l e a r n  t h e i r
meanings.  A  glossary
of legal terms can be a
helpful study aid.

Changes
in the
Law
Texas medical laws are
subject  to  change.
Make  sure  you  are
studying  the  most
current  version  of  the
rules and statutes. The
T M B  w e b s i t e  w i l l
always have the latest
information.  Avoid
using  outdated  study
guides  or  materials
from  previous  years.

WHAT HAPPENS IF
YOU FAIL?

If you do not pass the
T e x a s  M e d i c a l
Jurisprudence Exam on
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your  first  attempt,  do
not  panic.  You  are
allowed  to  retake  the
exam.  However,  there
m a y  b e  a  w a i t i n g
p e r i o d  b e t w e e n
a t t e m p t s ,  a n d
additional  fees  may
apply.  I t  is  wise  to
r e v i e w  y o u r
performance and focus
on the areas where you
s t rugg led  be fo re
retaking the test. Many
physicians  pass  on
their  second  or  third
attempt  after  more
focused  study.

THE ROLE OF THE
EXAM IN PATIENT
SAFETY

It  is  easy to view the
T e x a s  M e d i c a l
Jurisprudence Exam as
a  bureaucratic  hurdle,
b u t  i t  s e r v e s  a n
important purpose. The
exam  ensures  that
e v e r y  p h y s i c i a n
practicing  in  Texas
understands  the  legal

and ethical  framework
that  protects  patients.
When  physicians  are
a w a r e  o f  t h e i r
obligations  regarding
informed  consent,
confidentiality,  and
mandatory  reporting,
p a t i e n t  s a f e t y  i s
enhanced.  The  exam
also  helps  maintain
publ ic  t rust  in  the
medical  profession  by
holding  physicians
accountable  to  high
standards  of  conduct.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
ON TEST DAY

On  the  day  o f  t he
exam,  arrive  at  the
testing  center  early
w i t h  p r o p e r
identification.  Read
e a c h  q u e s t i o n
care fu l l y ,  pay ing
attention to words like
"always,"  "never,"  and
"except," as these can
change the meaning of
a question.  If  you are
unsure  of  an  answer,
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eliminate  obviously
incorrect  options  and
make your best guess.
Guessing  does  not
penalize  you,  so  it  is
better to answer every
question.
Manage  your  t ime
wisely.  The  exam  is
t i m e d ,  s o  a v o i d
spending  too  long  on
any  single  question.
Mark difficult questions
for  review  and  return
t o  t h e m  i f  t i m e
permits. Stay calm and
trust your preparation.

CONCLUSION

The  Texas  Medical
Jurisprudence  Exam is
a  critical  step  on  the
path  to  pract ic ing
medicine  in  Texas.
While  the  prospect  of
studying legal statutes
may  seem  daunting,

the  exam  is  entirely
passable with the right
p r e p a r a t i o n .  B y
focusing on the Texas
Medical  Practice  Act,
TMB  rules,  and  high-
yield  topics  such  as
prescribing  regulations
a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y
a c t i o n s ,  y o u  c a n
approach  the  exam
with  confidence.
Remember  that  this
requirement  exists  to
protect  patients  and
uphold the integrity of
the medical profession
in Texas. With diligent
s tudy  and  a  c lea r
understanding  of  the
exam  structure,  you
will  be  well  on  your
way to  obtaining your
Texas  medical  license
and  beg inn ing  o r
c o n t i n u i n g  y o u r
practice  in  the  Lone
Star State.


