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YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THE 2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE OWNERS
MANUAL

Owning a 2008 Harley-Davidson Street  Glide is  a  source of  pride and joy.  This  iconic  touring
machine, designated as the FLHX, blends classic American styling with modern road performance.
Whether you’ve just acquired a pre-owned model or have been riding the same bike for years, the
2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide owners manual is an indispensable tool. It’s more than just
a  booklet  of  specifications;  it’s  the  key  to  understanding  your  motorcycle’s  operation,  performing
routine maintenance, and ensuring many miles of trouble-free riding.
In this comprehensive article, we will explore everything you need to know about this essential
document.  From its  detailed  contents  and  maintenance  schedules  to  where  you  can  find  a  digital
copy, this guide will help you get the most out of your Street Glide. Let’s dive into the world of the
2008 FLHX and unlock the knowledge held within its official manual.

WHAT IS THE 2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE OWNERS MANUAL?

The  official  2008 Harley  Davidson Street  Glide  owners  manual  is  the  manufacturer-provided
guide that comes with every new motorcycle. For the 2008 model year, this manual covers the FLHX
Street Glide as part of the larger Touring family. It contains critical information on safety, operation,
inspection, and periodic maintenance.
Unlike a generic repair manual, the owners manual is designed for the rider. It explains the controls,
instruments, and features unique to the 2008 model, including the advanced audio system, cruise
control,  and  the  distinctive  "chopped"  tour-pack  design  that  defines  the  Street  Glide  silhouette.
Without this manual, you risk missing important details about break-in procedures, recommended
fluids, and troubleshooting common issues.

Key Sections You Will Find Inside
Safety First: Comprehensive safety rules, proper riding gear advice, and load limits for your
touring bike.
Instrumentation and Controls: Explanation of the speedometer, tachometer, odometer,
turn signals, and the radio interface.
Starting and Stopping: Step-by-step procedures for starting the Twin Cam 96 engine, using
the enrichener, and proper shutdown.

Periodic Maintenance: A chart with mileage intervals for oil changes, spark plug
replacement, brake inspection, and drive belt adjustments.
Specifications: Fluid capacities, tire pressures, bulb types, and torque values for critical
fasteners.
Troubleshooting: Common issues like hard starting, poor braking, or electrical glitches,
along with suggested remedies.

Every  section  is  written  to  help  the  owner  operate  the  motorcycle  safely  and  efficiently.  For
example, the break-in procedure for the 2008 model recommends varying engine speeds during the
first 500 miles (800 km) to properly seat the piston rings. This is one of many details you can only
find in the official 2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide owners manual.

WHY YOU NEED THE OWNERS MANUAL FOR YOUR 2008 FLHX

Some riders feel they can rely on experience or online forums alone. However, the original manual
provides  authoritative,  model-specific  information  that  generic  advice  cannot  replace.  Here  are
several  reasons  why  keeping  a  copy  of  the  2008  Street  Glide  owners  manual  is  crucial.

Proper Maintenance Saves Money
Routine maintenance is  essential  for  the longevity of  your motorcycle.  The manual  includes a
detailed maintenance schedule that tells you exactly when to check fluids, replace filters, lubricate
cables, and inspect the brake pads. Following this schedule helps prevent costly repairs down the
road. For example, the 2008 Street Glide uses a specific grade of 20W50 engine oil, and the manual
specifies capacity to avoid overfilling. Ignoring such details can lead to engine damage.

Understanding Your Motorcycles Unique
Features
The 2008 Street Glide came with a number of technological upgrades over previous years. This
includes the improved vented disc brakes, a redesigned handlebar clamp, and the optional ABS
system.  The  owners  manual  explains  how these  systems  work  and  how to  check  for  proper
operation. For instance, the manual describes the anti-lock brake module warning light sequence,
something that is not intuitive without reading the documentation.
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Safety and Compliance
Safety is paramount when riding a heavy touring motorcycle. The manual contains warnings about
load limits, trailer towing (if applicable), and proper riding posture. It also includes VIN location
information and labeling that complies with federal regulations. By reading the manual, you ensure
that you are riding legally and safely.

HOW TO USE THE 2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE OWNERS MANUAL
EFFECTIVELY

Simply owning the manual is not enough. To get the full benefit, you need to use it as a reference
tool throughout your ownership. Here are practical tips for making the most of your 2008 Harley
Davidson Street Glide owners manual.

Create a Maintenance Log Based on the
Schedule
Photocopy the maintenance chart from the manual, or create a digital version. Record every service
you perform, including the date, mileage, and work done. This log not only helps you track upcoming
tasks but also increases resale value when you can show meticulous maintenance following the
manufacturers recommendations.

Use the Troubleshooting Section Before
Calling a Mechanic
Many minor problems can be resolved with the manual. For instance, if your Street Glide fails to
start, the manual outlines common causes: low battery, kill switch in off position, sidestand down, or
clutch not disengaged. Checking these items first can save a trip to the dealership.

Keep the Manual Accessible On the Road
Waterproof the manual or carry a digital copy on your phone or tablet. When you are on a long trip,
knowing how to reset the service indicator or adjust the headlight aim can make a big difference in
your  comfort  and  safety.  The  manual  also  includes  a  list  of  recommended  fluid  types,  which  is
helpful  if  you  need  to  top  off  oil  or  brake  fluid  while  traveling.

DIGITAL VS. PRINT: WHICH VERSION SHOULD YOU USE?

The 2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide owners manual is available in two formats: the original

printed booklet that came with the bike, and a digital PDF that can be downloaded from various
sources. Both have advantages.

Printed Manual
Durable: High-quality paper meant to resist grease and moisture.
Easy to flip through: No need for batteries or screens.
Authentic: Includes all original illustrations and safety stickers.

Digital Manual
Searchable: You can quickly find keywords like "oil capacity" or "fuse location."
Portable: Store on your smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
Backup: If you lose the printed manual, the digital version is always available.

Ideally, keep both. Use the printed manual for garage work, and save the PDF on your device for
reference on the road. Many owners also recommend downloading a copy from the official Harley-
Davidson website or a trusted enthusiast site to ensure the information is accurate and complete.

COMMON MAINTENANCE ITEMS COVERED IN THE MANUAL

The 2008 Street Glide is a robust machine, but it requires regular attention. The owners manual
provides specific intervals and procedures for the following tasks.

Engine Oil and Filter Change
Every 5,000 miles (8,000 km) or annually, whichever comes first. The manual specifies using Harley-
Davidson Syn3 20W50 or equivalent. It also illustrates the correct oil drain plug torque (14–22 ft-lbs)
and the proper method for checking oil level with the bike upright on a level surface.

Primary Chaincase and Transmission Fluid
Both  fluids  should  be  checked  at  5,000  miles  and  changed  every  10,000  miles  (16,000  km).  The
manual includes the recommended fluid types (Formula+ for primary, 80W90 GL-5 for transmission)
and the exact capacities.

Drive Belt Tension
A loose or overtightened belt can lead to premature wear or failure. The manual provides the
deflection measurement (5/16 to 3/8 inch at the midpoint) and instructions for adjustment using the
eccentric on the rear axle.
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Brake System
Check pads for wear at every oil change. The manual includes a diagram showing the minimum
thickness. Bleeding the brakes is recommended every two years, using DOT 4 fluid only.

Spark Plugs
Replace  at  10,000  miles  (16,000  km).  The  manual  specifies  the  correct  plug  type  (HD  10R12A  or
equivalent) and the gap (0.038 in/0.97 mm).
By following these guidelines from the 2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide owners manual, you
will keep your bike running smoothly for decades.

WHERE TO FIND A 2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE OWNERS MANUAL

If you purchased your Street Glide used, it might be missing the original manual. Do not worry; there
are reliable ways to obtain a copy.

Official Harley-Davidson Dealerships
Your local dealer can order a printed replacement manual. Part number 99482-08 likely corresponds
to the 2008 Touring owners manual. This is the most authoritative source.

Online Retailers
Websites like eBay or Amazon often list used or new original manuals. Look for listings that specify
"2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide Owners Manual" to ensure you get the correct version for the
FLHX.

Free Digital Downloads
Harley-Davidson provides some owners manuals for free on their official website under the "Owners"
section. Additionally, enthusiast forums like the Harley Davidson Street Glide Owners Manual
discussion  threads  often  share  PDFs.  Always  verify  the  file  is  complete  and  matches  your  model
year.
Be  cautious  of  third-party  reprints  that  may  contain  errors  or  omit  pages.  The  official  manual  has
distinct formatting and includes the famous Harley-Davidson safety pledge.

CONCLUSION

The 2008 Harley Davidson Street Glide owners manual is more than a paperwork companion;
it is your roadmap to safe riding, proper maintenance, and full enjoyment of one of the most beloved
touring motorcycles ever built. Whether you are checking tire pressure on a cross-country trip or
performing an oil change in your garage, this manual provides the clarity and confidence you need.
Do not take chances with vague advice from the internet. Find your manual, read it thoroughly, and
refer back to it regularly. Your Street Glide—and your riding experience—will be better for it.


