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WHERE IS PERU ON THE MAP:
DISCOVERING A LAND OF
CONTRASTS

When you first ask yourself where is
Peru on the map, you might picture a
mysterious land of ancient ruins,
towering mountains, and lush
rainforests. Peru occupies a unique and
strategic position on the South American
continent, bridging the Andean
highlands with the Amazon basin and
the Pacific coast. Understanding its
location is key to appreciating its vast
biodiversity, rich history, and cultural
diversity. This guide will take you
through Peru's precise geographic
coordinates, its neighboring countries,
its distinct regions, and why its place on
the map matters for travelers, historians,
and nature lovers alike.

PERU'S EXACT GEOGRAPHIC
LOCATION

Peru is situated in western South
America, bordered by the Pacific Ocean
to the west. Its mainland lies between
the latitudes of 0° and 18° South, and
longitudes 69° and 81° West. The capital
city, Lima, sits at approximately 12°03'S
latitude and 77°02'W longitude, along
the central coast. If you are looking at a
world map, Peru appears just south of
the equator, with its northern tip
touching the equatorial line. This
equatorial proximity gives Peru a tropical
climate in its lowland regions, while its

towering Andes create microclimates
ranging from glacial cold to temperate
valleys.

Latitude and
Longitude in
Context

Peru's latitudinal span means that the
country experiences relatively consistent
day length year-round, but its varied
elevation creates dramatic differences in
temperature and vegetation. The
longitudinal placement places Peru in
the UTC-5 time zone, the same as
Eastern Standard Time in the United
States during much of the year. For
orientation, the 0° parallel (the equator)
passes just north of Peru, near the
border with Ecuador. This central
position on South America’s western side
makes Peru a natural crossroads for
continental travel and trade.

BORDERS AND NEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES

Peru shares land borders with five
nations: Ecuador and Colombia to the
north, Brazil to the east, Bolivia to the
southeast, and Chile to the south. The
Pacific Ocean defines its entire western
border, giving Peru a long coastline of
about 2,414 kilometers (1,500 miles). To
understand where is Peru on the map
relative to its neighbors, one can
imagine a roughly north-south elongated
shape, with the Andes running parallel to
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the coast. The border with Brazil is
largely demarcated by rivers and dense
rainforest, while the southern border
with Chile passes through the Atacama
Desert, one of the driest places on Earth.

Maritime Claims
and Coastal
Geography

Peru also claims a 200-nautical-mile
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in the
Pacific Ocean, which is rich in marine life
due to the Humboldt Current. This cold-
water current flows northward along the
coast, creating some of the world’s most
productive fisheries. The country's
coastal geography includes long
stretches of desert punctuated by fertile
river valleys, which have supported
human settlement for thousands of
years. When asking where is Peru on
the map, the Pacific shoreline is a
defining feature that has shaped its
history, from ancient fishing cultures to
modern trade ports like Callao.

THE THREE MAJOR GEOGRAPHIC
REGIONS

Peru's location on the map corresponds
to three distinct natural regions, each
with its own climate, topography, and
ecosystems. These are the coast (Costa),
the highlands (Sierra), and the rainforest
(Selva).

The Costa - Arid
Western Slopes

The coastal region is a narrow strip of
desert that runs the length of the

country. Thanks to the Andes blocking
moisture from the east and the cold
Humboldt Current stabilizing the air,
most of the coast receives less than 150
mm of rain per year. Yet, where rivers
cut through the desert, lush oases
appear, including the capital Lima,
Arequipa, and Trujillo. The Costa is the
most economically developed zone,
home to major cities and agricultural
valleys producing sugar, cotton, and
rice.

The Sierra - The
Andean Spine

Moving eastward from the coast, the
land rises abruptly into the Sierra, the
Peruvian Andes. This region includes
some of the highest peaks in the
hemisphere, such as Huascaran (6,768
m / 22,205 ft). The Sierra is
characterized by high plateaus
(altiplano), deep canyons, and fertile
intermontane valleys. Cusco, the historic
capital of the Inca Empire, lies in the
Sierra at 3,400 meters (11,200 feet). The
location of these high-altitude valleys
made them ideal for ancient civilizations
to thrive, with terraced agriculture and
complex irrigation systems.

The Selva - The
Amazon
Rainforest

East of the Andes, the terrain descends
into the vast Amazon basin. More than
60% of Peru’s territory is covered by the
Amazon rainforest. The Selva is divided
into the high jungle (ceja de selva) and
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the lowland rainforest. This region is one
of the most biodiverse places on Earth,
home to indigenous tribes, exotic
wildlife, and the mighty Amazon River,
which originates in the Peruvian Andes.
The city of Iquitos, located on the
Amazon River, is the world’s largest city
that cannot be reached by road - only by
air or water. When you consider where
is Peru on the map, remember that its
eastern edge is deep within the Amazon,
connecting the country to Brazil and
Colombia through river networks.

WHY PERU’S LOCATION MATTERS

Peru’'s strategic position at the
intersection of the Andes, the Amazon,
and the Pacific has profound implications
for climate, biodiversity, culture, and
economy. Understanding where is Peru
on the map helps explain why it is a top
destination for adventure travelers,
archaeologists, and nature enthusiasts.

Biodiversity
Hotspot

Because of its varied altitudinal zones
and latitudinal spread, Peru ranks among
the world’s megadiverse countries. It
contains 84 of the 117 life zones
recognized by the Holdridge
classification. From the arid coastal
deserts to the cloud forests of the Andes
and the wet lowland jungles, Peru hosts
more than 25,000 plant species (10% of
the world's total) and over 500 mammal
species. The location of the Andes
creates rain shadows that produce
extreme contrasts over short distances,
making Peru a living laboratory for
evolution and ecology.

Historical and
Cultural
Significance

Peru’s location along the Pacific coast
and across the Andes made it a
crossroads for pre-Columbian
civilizations. The Caral-Supe civilization
(the oldest in the Americas, dating back
5,000 years) flourished along the central
coast. Later, the Inca Empire stretched
from modern-day Colombia to Chile, with
its heartland in Cusco. The geographical
position allowed the Incas to control
different ecological zones, from the
coast to the jungle, enabling them to
produce an astonishing variety of crops.
Machu Picchu, the iconic Inca citadel,
sits in a cloud forest east of Cusco, at
the meeting point of the Andes and the
Amazon. This location was chosen for its
strategic, spiritual, and agricultural
value.

Tourism and
Connectivity

Knowing where is Peru on the map is
essential for travelers planning
itineraries. Lima’'s Jorge Chavez
International Airport is the main hub for
flights from North America, Europe, and
Asia. From Lima, one can fly to Cusco in
about an hour, then travel by train or
foot to Machu Picchu. Alternatively,
flights connect to Iquitos to explore the
Amazon, or to Arequipa to view the
Colca Canyon. The country’s position
also makes it accessible for trips
combining Peru with neighboring
Ecuador, Bolivia, or Chile. Overland



routes exist via the Pan-American
Highway along the coast, or through the
Andes via passes that reach over 4,800
meters.

MAPPING PERU’S REGIONS AND
MAJOR CITIES

To further clarify where is Peru on the
map, it helps to look at its
administrative divisions. Peru is divided
into 25 regions plus the Province of
Lima. Each region has a capital and
distinct geography. Below is a list of key
regions and their locations:

e Lima Region - Central coast,
includes the capital Lima and the
port of Callao.

e Cusco Region - Southeast
highlands, home to the Sacred
Valley and Machu Picchu.

e Arequipa Region - Southern
highlands and coast, known for the
Colca Canyon and volcanoes.

e Loreto Region - Northeastern
Amazon, the largest region, with
Iquitos as its capital.

e Puno Region - Southeast on Lake
Titicaca, the world’s highest
navigable lake.

e Ancash Region - West-central
highlands, featuring Huascaran
National Park.

e Piura Region - Northern coast,
known for its beaches and tropical
climate.

Each region contributes to Peru’s overall
character. For instance, the Lake Titicaca
region borders Bolivia and is a cultural
heartland of the Aymara and Quechua
people. The northern coast around Piura
has some of the country’s best surfing
spots. Meanwhile, the southern desert
near Ica is home to the Nazca Lines,
ancient geoglyphs best viewed from the

Altitude and
Climate Zones

The vertical location of Peru’s regions is
as important as their horizontal
coordinates. The following list gives
typical altitudes for key areas:

1. Coastal cities: 0-500 meters
above sea level (e.g., Lima at 150
m).

2. Andean valleys: 2,000-3,500 m
(e.g., Cusco at 3,400 m).

3. High plateau: 3,800-4,200 m
(e.g., Lake Titicaca region).

4. High jungle: 800-2,000 m (e.g.,
Machu Picchu area).

5. Lowland rainforest: below 500
m (e.g., Iquitos at 106 m).

These altitudes cause dramatic
temperature variations. In the coastal
desert, average annual temperatures
range from 14°C (57°F) in the south to
24°C (75°F) in the north. In the Andes,
temperatures can drop below freezing at
night, while the Amazon remains hot and
humid all year.

MAPS AND NAVIGATION: HOW TO
FIND PERU

If you are using a physical atlas or digital
mapping service, you can find Peru by
first locating South America. Look for the
western bulge of the continent near the
equator. Peru occupies the central-west
part of the continent, with its coastline
running roughly from latitude 3°S to
18°S. To the north, you will see Ecuador
and Colombia; to the east, Brazil; to the
southeast, Bolivia; to the south, Chile;
and to the west, the vast Pacific Ocean.
The Andes appear as a brownish band
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running from north to south. The
Amazon basin appears as a large green
expanse to the east. Some easy visual
landmarks are Lake Titicaca on the
border with Bolivia, and the Nazca Lines
on the southern coast.

Using
Coordinates to
Pinpoint Peru

For more precise mapping, the
approximate centroid of Peru is at
9°30°S, 75°00°'W. The country covers
an area of about 1.285 million square
kilometers (496,000 sq mi), making it
the third-largest country in South
America after Brazil and Argentina.
When you search “where is Peru on
the map”, you will often see it

highlighted as a country with a long
Pacific coastline and a triangular shape
that broadens as it goes eastward into
the Amazon.

CONCLUSION

Peru’s location on the map is far more
than a set of coordinates. It is a gateway
to extraordinary geological, biological,
and cultural wonders. From the Pacific
shores to the highest peaks of the Andes
and the depths of the Amazon rainforest,
Peru’s position at the heart of western
South America gives it a richness few
other countries can match. Whether you
are planning a trip, studying geography,
or simply satisfying your curiosity,
knowing where Peru is on the map opens
the door to understanding why this
country has fascinated explorers for
centuries. Its unique blend of coastal
deserts, snowy mountains, and tropical



