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YOUR COMPLETE UTAH NOTARY STUDY GUIDE 2021 –
PASS THE EXAM WITH CONFIDENCE

Becoming a notary public in the state of Utah is a rewarding step
that  opens  doors  to  helping  your  community  with  document
authentication,  witnessing  signatures,  and  preventing  fraud.
However, before you can start stamping documents, you must
pass the Utah notary exam. That is where a reliable Utah Notary
Study Guide 2021  becomes essential.  Whether you are a first-
time applicant  or  renewing your commission,  this  year brings
specific  updates  and  requirements  that  every  candidate  should
know. In this comprehensive guide, we break down everything
from eligibility to exam content, study strategies, and practical
tips to help you ace the test on your first attempt.

Understanding the Role of a

Utah Notary Public
Before diving into study materials, it is important to grasp what a
notary  public  does  and  why  Utah  has  specific  rules.  A  notary
serves  as  an  impartial  witness  to  the  signing  of  important
documents,  verifies  the  identity  of  signers,  and  administers
oaths.  In  Utah,  notaries  are  commissioned  by  the  Lieutenant
Governor’s  office  and  must  adhere  to  the  Utah  Revised
Uniform Law on Notarial Acts (Title 46, Chapter 1). The 2021
notary exam tests your knowledge of these statutes, as well as
best  practices  for  recordkeeping,  journal  entries,  and  proper
notarial certificates.

UTAH NOTARY REQUIREMENTS – WHO CAN APPLY?

To qualify for a Utah notary commission in 2021, you must meet
the following prerequisites:

Be at least 18 years old.
Be a legal resident of Utah or maintain a principal place of
business in the state.
Be able to read and write English.
Have no felony convictions that have not been discharged
or pardoned (unless your civil rights have been restored).
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Successfully pass the Utah notary exam with a score of
80% or higher.
Submit a completed application along with a $20 filing fee
(as of 2021).
Obtain a $10,000 surety bond and file it with the county
clerk.

Understanding these requirements is the foundation of your Utah
Notary Study Guide 2021. Without meeting eligibility, studying
the exam content is premature.

WHAT IS COVERED ON THE UTAH NOTARY EXAM?

The exam consists of 50 multiple-choice questions, and you have
60 minutes to complete it.  A score of  40 out of  50 (80%) is
required to pass. The test is open-book, meaning you can use the
notary  handbook  provided  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s  office.
However, relying solely on the handbook during the test is risky –
you  need  to  be  familiar  with  where  to  find  information  quickly.
The key topics include:

1. Notarial Acts and Their
Definitions
You will need to know the differences between acknowledgments,
jurats,  oaths  and  affirmations,  copy  certifications,  and  signature
witnessing.  For  each  act,  you  must  understand  the  required
wording and when to use which certificate. The 2021 study guide
emphasizes that a jurat requires the signer to appear in person

and take an oath, while an acknowledgment can be performed
even if the document was signed earlier.

2. Identification and
Credible Witnesses
A major portion of the exam deals with acceptable identification.
Understand  what  constitutes  a  valid  ID  (government-issued,
current  or  expired  within  one  year,  with  photograph  and
signature). Also learn the rules for using credible witnesses when
the signer lacks proper ID – including the requirement that the
witness personally knows the individual and is not a party to the
transaction.

3. Prohibited Acts and
Conflicts of Interest
Utah law strictly forbids notarizing your own signature, notarizing
for  family  members  (spouse,  domestic  partner,  parent,  child,
grandparent,  grandchild,  sibling,  or  in-laws),  and  notarizing
documents  in  which  you  have  a  direct  financial  or  beneficial
interest.  The  study  guide  should  cover  these  prohibitions
thoroughly.
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4. Journal Keeping and
Record Retention
While  Utah  does  not  mandate  a  notary  journal  (unlike  many
states),  it  is strongly recommended. The exam may test your
knowledge of what information should be recorded if you choose
to keep a journal: date, time, type of notarial act, description of
document, signature of signer, and fee charged. Also know that
journals are public records and must be kept for at least ten
years after the last entry.

5. Electronic Notarization
(RON) – 2021 Updates
In  response  to  the  pandemic,  Utah  expanded  remote  online
notarization  (RON)  laws.  A  good  Utah Notary Study Guide
2021 will include the requirements for using approved platforms,
two-way  live  audio-video  communication,  identity  proofing  via
knowledge-based authentication (KBA), and the need to retain an
audio-video recording of the session. This is a rapidly evolving
area, so ensure your study materials are up-to-date.

6. Fees and Commissions
You must know the maximum fee Utah notaries can charge for
each notarial act (e.g., $10 for an acknowledgment, $10 for a
jurat, etc.). Also understand that you cannot charge a fee that is
conditional upon the notarization being performed.

7. Oath of Office and
Application Process
The exam may include questions about the oath you must take,
the bond requirement, and the steps to file your commission with
the county clerk within 60 days of your exam passing score.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY STUDY FOR THE UTAH NOTARY
EXAM IN 2021

Studying  for  the  Utah  notary  exam  does  not  have  to  be
overwhelming.  Follow these structured steps using your Utah
Notary Study Guide 2021:

Obtain the Official Handbook – Download the current1.
Notary Public Handbook from the Utah Lieutenant
Governor’s website. This is your primary source.
Read the Utah Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts2.
(RULONA) – The statutes are public and online. Focus on
the sections related to the topics above.
Take Practice Tests – Many study guides include sample3.
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questions. These help you identify weak areas and get used
to the format.
Create Flashcards – Write key definitions, elements of4.
each notarial act, and prohibited actions on cards. Review
daily.
Join a Prep Course – Several local notary associations and5.
online providers offer exam preparation classes. These
often include updated 2021 information.
Understand the Open-Book Strategy – Since the exam6.
is open-book, practice locating information in the handbook
quickly. Use sticky notes to flag important sections.
Review Your State’s Specifics – Utah has unique rules,7.
such as allowing notaries to keep a journal but not
requiring one. Don’t rely on generic national guides –
ensure your Utah Notary Study Guide 2021 is tailored to
Utah.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID ON THE UTAH NOTARY
EXAM

Based on feedback from test-takers and notary educators, here
are typical pitfalls:

Not reading questions carefully – Some questions ask
for the “best” answer or “exception.” Take your time.
Confusing acknowledgments and jurats – Remember
that a jurat requires an oath; an acknowledgment does not.
Forgetting the “personal appearance” rule – Every
notarial act requires the signer to appear personally before
you, whether in person or via RON.

Ignoring the bond and application process – Though
not heavy on the exam, a few questions often test your
knowledge of post-exam steps.
Using outdated information – Laws change. Ensure your
study guide explicitly says “2021” or references the most
recent amendments.

RESOURCES FOR THE BEST UTAH NOTARY STUDY
GUIDE 2021

Several  reputable  resources  can supplement  your  study plan.
Look for materials that clearly state they are updated for 2021:

Utah Lieutenant Governor’s Website – Free official
handbook and FAQs. Start here.
Notary.net’s Utah State Page – Offers a downloadable
study guide and practice exams for a fee.
National Notary Association (NNA) – Provides Utah-
specific courses and a 50-question practice test.
Local Community Education Programs – Many Utah
community colleges offer notary prep classes that include
the 2021 curriculum.
Flashcard apps – Use Quizlet or Anki with shared decks
for Utah notary law.

Whichever resource you choose, verify that the content matches
the latest Utah statutes. The best Utah Notary Study Guide
2021 will also include sections on electronic notarization, as this
has become a significant part of the modern notary landscape.
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IMPORTANT 2021 UPDATES AFFECTING UTAH
NOTARIES

The most notable change in 2021 is the permanent expansion of
Remote  Online  Notarization  (RON).  In  2020,  emergency
temporary measures were put in place. In 2021, Utah passed HB
409 to make RON a permanent feature. The exam now covers:

Approved communications technology requirements (e.g.,
audio-video with recording capability).
Identity proofing using dynamic knowledge-based
authentication (KBA) or credential analysis.
Requirement for the notary to be physically located in Utah
during the online session.
Storage of the recording for at least 10 years.

If your study guide does not mention these updates, it is not a
true Utah Notary Study Guide 2021.  Check the publication
date and look for references to HB 409 or RON.

TIPS FOR TEST DAY SUCCESS

When the day of your exam arrives, be prepared:

Arrive early to the testing center or log in early for an
online proctored exam.
Bring your official handbook (if permitted – most testing
centers allow a clean copy).
Use index tabs to mark sections for acknowledgments,
jurats, prohibited acts, fees, and applications.
Read each question twice before looking at answer choices.

Eliminate obviously wrong answers first.
Do not second-guess yourself too much – your first instinct
is often correct.
Manage time: you have about 1.2 minutes per question. If
stuck, move on and return later.

AFTER THE EXAM – NEXT STEPS TO BECOME A
COMMISSIONED NOTARY

Once you pass the exam (score of 80% or higher),  you must
complete the following within 60 days:

File your commission application with the Lieutenant1.
Governor’s office (fee $20).
Purchase a $10,000 notary surety bond from an authorized2.
company.
Take the oath of office at your county clerk’s office (bring3.
your bond and commission certificate).
Receive your commission and obtain a notary seal/stamp.4.
Optionally purchase a journal and errors & omissions5.
insurance.

Your  four-year  commission  begins  once  you  take  the  oath.
Renewal  requires  passing  the  exam  again  only  if  your
commission  lapses  for  more  than  90  days.

CONCLUSION

Passing the Utah notary exam in 2021 is entirely achievable with
the right preparation. A high-quality Utah Notary Study Guide
2021 that covers state-specific laws, updated RON requirements,
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and  effective  test-taking  strategies  will  set  you  up  for  success.
Remember to study actively, practice with sample questions, and
make  sure  your  materials  reflect  the  latest  legislative  changes.
Once you are  commissioned,  you will  join  thousands of  Utah

notaries  who  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  legal  documents
authentic  and  trustworthy.  Start  your  journey  today  with  a
focused study plan and watch your confidence grow.


