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INTRODUCING THE
SIMPLE JESUS
FAMILY TREE FOR
KIDS

Have you ever  looked
at a big, old tree with
strong  branches  and
thought  about  how  it
grew? A family tree is a
bit  like  that.  It  shows
how people in a family
are connected to each
other, going all the way
back in time. When we
talk about the Simple
Jesus  Family  Tree
For  K ids ,  w e  a r e
looking  at  the  special
people God chose to be
part  of  Jesus'  earthly
family.  Learning about

this  family  tree  helps
us understand the big
story  of  the  Bible.  It
shows us that God had
a wonderful  plan from
the  very  beginning.
This plan included real
people with real  lives,
just  like  you  and  me.
They  made  mistakes,
they  had  adventures,
and they trusted God.
By looking at a simple
version of Jesus' family
tree, kids can see how
God kept His promises
t h r o u g h  m a n y
generations.  It  makes
the Bible feel more like
a connected story and
less like a list of hard
names.  Let's  explore
this  amazing  family
line together in a way
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that  is  easy,  fun,  and
m e a n i n g f u l  f o r
children.

Why a
Family
Tree
Matters
for
Understa
nding
Jesus
For kids, a family tree
is a great way to see
how  a  story  fits
together.  The  Bible
tells us that Jesus was
born into a real family.
Two books in the Bible,
Matthew  and  Luke,
give  us  lists  of  Jesus'
ancestors.  These  lists

might  look  long  and
boring at first, but they
are  full  of  important
clues.  The  Simple
Jesus  Family  Tree
For  Kids  he lps  us
focus  on  the  most
important  people.  It
shows  us  that  Jesus
was  a  descendant  of
King David, which was
a  big  promise  from
God. It also shows that
J e s u s  w a s  a
d e s c e n d a n t  o f
Abraham, the father of
the Jewish nation. This
means  Jesus  was  the
special  King  God  had
promised  for  a  very
l o n g  t i m e .  W h e n
children  understand
this family connection,
they can see that Jesus
is not a random hero in
a  s to ry .  He  i s  t he
cen te r  o f  a  huge ,
beautiful  plan  that
started with one man,
A b r a h a m ,  a n d
continued  through
many generations until



Simple Jesus Family Tree For Kids 3

3

J e sus  was  born  in
Bethlehem.

STARTING AT THE
BEGINNING:
ABRAHAM AND
THE GREAT
PROMISE

Every  family  tree  has
to  start  somewhere.
For the Simple Jesus
Fami ly  Tree  For
Kids,  we  start  with  a
man named Abraham.
God called Abraham to
leave his home and go
to  a  new  land.  God
made a huge promise
to Abraham. He said, "I
will  make  you  into  a
great  nation,  and  all
peoples  on  earth  will
be  blessed  through
you."  This  was  a  big
deal!  Abraham  didn't
know exactly how God
would  do  this,  but  he
t rus ted  God.  Th is
promise  was  the  first
seed of the family tree
that  would  one  day
lead to Jesus. Abraham

h a d  a  s o n  n a m e d
Isaac.  Isaac  was  the
son God had promised,
and  he  was  a  very
important  link  in  the
f a m i l y  c h a i n .
A b r a h a m ' s  s t o r y
teaches kids that  God
keeps  His  promises,
even when we have to
wait a long time.

Isaac and
Jacob:
Passing
the
Promise
Down
After  Abraham  came
his  son  Isaac.  Isaac
was  not  the  only  son
Abraham  had,  but  he
was the special son of
the  promise.  Isaac's
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story is also important.
He  married  Rebekah,
and they had twin boys
named Jacob and Esau.
God  chose  Jacob  to
carry  on  the  family
promise. Jacob's name
was  later  changed  to
Israel, and he became
the  father  of  twelve
sons.  These  twelve
s o n s  b e c a m e  t h e
twelve tribes of Israel.
Th i s  i s  a  ve ry  b i g
moment  in  the  family
tree. Jacob, or Israel, is
a key branch. His sons
include  Judah,  from
whom King David and
eventually Jesus would
come.  For  kids,  it  is
helpful  to  remember
the  names  Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob as the
grandfathers  of  the
nation  of  Israel.  They
are the strong roots of
the  Simple  Jesus
Fami ly  Tree  For
K i d s .  G o d  w a s
carefully  building  a
family to bring His Son

into the world.

THE KING IN THE
FAMILY: DAVID
THE SHEPHERD
BOY

Now  we  jump  ahead
many, many years. The
family tree grows very
large. The most famous
king in this family line
is David. David started
as  a  young  shepherd
boy who fought a giant
named  Goliath  with
jus t  a  s l i ng  and  a
stone. He became the
greatest king of Israel.
God  made  another
special  promise  to
David.  He  promised
that  one  of  David's
descendants  would
ru le  on  h is  throne
forever .  Th i s  was
another  clue  about
Jesus! David was not a
perfect man. He made
some big mistakes. But
he loved God with  all
his heart and is called
"a man after God's own
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heart."  In  the  Simple
Jesus  Family  Tree
For  Kids,  David  is  a
shining  branch.  He
shows us that God can
use  anyone,  even  a
young shepherd, to be
part  of  His  amazing
plan.  Jesus  is  often
cal led  the  "Son  of
David"  in  the  Bible,
which tells us He is the
fo reve r  K i ng  God
promised.

From
David to
Joseph:
Keeping
the Line
Alive
After David, there were
many other  kings and
people  in  the  family

line.  Some were  good
kings,  and some were
n o t  s o  g o o d .  T h e
kingdom  split  in  two,
and  eventually,  the
people  were  taken
away to faraway lands.
I t  seemed  l ike  the
family  promise  might
be  broken.  But  God
was  still  working.  He
kept  a  small,  faithful
line alive. This part of
the  t ree  inc ludes
names like Josiah, who
was a  good king  who
loved  God's  law,  and
Ze rubbabe l ,  who
helped  rebui ld  the
temple after the people
came back from exile.
Finally,  we  get  to  a
man  named  Joseph.
Joseph was the earthly
father of Jesus. He was
a  carpenter,  a  good
and  kind  man.  When
Joseph found out Mary
was  going  to  have  a
baby, he was worried.
But an angel told him
in  a  dream  that  this
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baby  was  from  the
Holy Spirit and that he
shou ld  name  H im
Jesus.  Joseph  married
Mary and became the
legal  father  of  Jesus,
which  put  Jesus  into
the  official  family  tree
of  King  David.

MARY: THE BRAVE
YOUNG MOTHER

No  Simple  Jesus
Family Tree For Kids
would  be  complete
without  talking  about
Mary .  Ma ry  was  a
young woman from the
town of Nazareth. She
w a s  e n g a g e d  t o
Joseph.  One  day,  an
angel  named  Gabriel
visited  her.  The angel
told  her  she  would
have a baby boy, and
He would be the Son of
God.  This  was  a  very
surprising  and  scary
message!  But  Mary
was  very  brave.  She
said,  "I  am the Lord's
servant.  May  it  be  to

me as you have said."
Mary 's  part  in  the
family tree is incredibly
special.  She  was  the
mother  of  Jesus.  She
cared  for  Him,  taught
Him,  and  loved  Him.
Mary shows kids what
it  means to trust  God
even when things  are
confusing.  She  is  a
beaut i fu l ,  gent le
branch on Jesus' family
tree.  Her  faith  and
c o u r a g e  a r e  a n
example for all of us.

Putting
the
Family
Tree
Together



Simple Jesus Family Tree For Kids 7

7

for Kids
To  make  the  Simple
Jesus  Family  Tree
For  K ids  e a s y  t o
remember,  think  of  it
like this:

Abraham: The
root of the tree.
God made the
first big promise
to him.
Isaac: The son of
the promise. God
kept His word to
Abraham.
Jacob: The
father of the
twelve tribes.
God changed his
name to Israel.
David: The great
king. God
promised that his
family would rule
forever.
Joseph: The
earthly father of
Jesus. He was a
good and faithful
man.

Mary: The
mother of Jesus.
She was brave
and trusted God.
Jesus: The most
important part of
the tree! He is
the Son of God
and the Savior of
the world.

This list is a simple way
for  kids  to  grasp  the
main  people  in  the
family line. It takes the
huge story of the Bible
and  makes  it  into  a
clear,  understandable
path that leads directly
to Jesus.

FUN ACTIVITIES TO
LEARN THE FAMILY
TREE

Learning  about  the
Simple Jesus Family
Tree For Kids can be
a lot  of  fun.  Here are
some ideas for parents,
teachers, or kids to try
at home or in Sunday
school:
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Draw Your Own1.
Tree: Get a big
piece of paper
and draw a tree
trunk. Write
"Jesus" at the
top. Then draw
branches going
down. Write
"Mary" and
"Joseph" on the
branches below.
Add more
branches for
"David," "Jacob,"
"Isaac," and
"Abraham." You
can draw leaves
or small pictures
for each person.
Make a Paper2.
Chain: Cut strips
of colored paper.
On each strip,
write the name
of one person
from the family
tree. Link the
strips together to
form a chain.
Start with
Abraham at the

bottom and end
with Jesus at the
top. This shows
how each person
is connected.
Act It Out:3.
Choose four or
five key people
from the tree.
Act out a short
scene from their
life. For example,
act out David
fighting Goliath
or Mary talking
to the angel. This
helps kids
remember their
stories.
Use a4.
Storybook
Bible: Many
storybook Bibles
have pictures of
these important
people. Read a
story about
Abraham, David,
and Jesus. Talk
about how they
are all in the
same family.
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Sing a Song:5.
Make up a simple
song or chant
with the names
Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, David,
Joseph, Mary,
and Jesus.
Singing helps
kids remember
the order.

Why This
Matters
for
Children
Today
The  Simple  Jesus
Family Tree For Kids
is  not  just  about  old
history.  It  teaches
children that God has a
p l a n .  G o d  w o r k s
through  families  and
th rough  o rd ina ry

people.  The  people  in
Jesus' family tree were
not  perfect.  Abraham
lied.  David  made  a
terrible sin.  Jacob was
a trickster. But God still
used  them.  This  is  a
very  important  lesson
for  kids.  It  tells  them
that they don't have to
be  perfect  for  God to
love them or use them.
God  sees  their  heart.
The  family  tree  also
shows that God keeps
H i s  p r o m i s e s .  H e
promised  Abraham  a
family,  and  He  gave
him one. He promised
David  a  forever  king,
and He sent Jesus. Kids
can trust that God will
keep  His  promises  to
them  too.  The  family
t ree  connects  the
whole Bible story, from
Genesis to Matthew. It
makes  the  Bible  feel
like one big, true story
about  God's  love  for
the world.
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UNDERSTANDING
THE TWO
GENEALOGIES IN
THE BIBLE

Y o u  m i g h t  b e
wondering  why  the
Bible  has  two  lists  of
Jesus '  fami ly .  The
Gospel  of  Matthew
starts  with  Abraham
and  goes  forward  to
Jesus.  The  Gospel  of
Luke starts  with  Jesus
and  goes  all  the  way
back  to  Adam.  For  a
Simple Jesus Family
Tree  For  Kids ,  we
u s u a l l y  f o l l o w
Matthew's list because
it focuses on the Jewish
family  line  through
Joseph. Luke's list is a
little  different.  Some
scholars believe Luke's
list traces Mary's family
line.  Others  think  it
traces  a  different  legal
l ine.  But  both  l ists
agree  on  the  most
important  point:  Jesus
is a descendant of King

David.  This is  the key
fact  for  children  to
remember.  Both  lists
confirm  that  Jesus  is
the promised King. It is
l ike  two  witnesses
saying the same thing.
It makes the truth even
stronger.  For  kids,  we
can  simply  say  that
Matthew  and  Luke
show  us  two  different
ways of looking at the
same amazing family.

Making
the
Names
Easy to
Rememb
er
Some of the names in
the Bible are very long
and  hard  to  say,  like
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M e t h u s e l a h  o r
Jehoshaphat.  For  the
Simple Jesus Family
Tree For Kids, we do
not need to remember
all  of  them.  Focus  on
the  easy,  important
names.  Write  them
d o w n  o n  c a r d s .
Practice  saying  them
together.  "Abraham,
Isaac,  Jacob,  Judah,
David,  Joseph,  Mary,
Jesus." Say them slow,
then fast. You can clap

your  hands  or  stomp
your  feet  for  each
name.  You  can  even
make a game of it. See
who  can  say  all  the
names  in  the  correct
order .  Making  i t  a
game helps the names
stick in a child's mind.
The  goa l  i s  no t  to
memorize every name
in the Bible. The goal is
to  understand  the
story .  The  s imple
n a m e s  a r e  t h e
signposts  that


