
The Hobbit Locations In The 1

The Hobbit Locations
In The

The Hobbit
Locations In
The

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com

by Patrick & Lopez

EXPLORING THE
HOBBIT
LOCATIONS IN THE
REAL WORLD: A
JOURNEY
THROUGH MIDDLE-
EARTH

Few  fantasy  worlds
have  captured  the
imagination  as  vividly
as  J .R.R.  Tolkien’s
Middle-earth.  When
Peter  Jackson  brought
The  Hobbit  trilogy  to
the big screen, he did
not  re ly  so le ly  on
digital  effects.  Instead,
h e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e
b r e a t h t a k i n g
landscapes  of  New
Zealand to bring Bilbo

Baggins’  adventure  to
life.  For  fans,  visiting
these  s i tes  i s  the
closest  we can get  to
stepping  through  an
E l v e n  d o o r  o r
w a n d e r i n g  i n t o  a
dragon’s  lair .  This
article takes you on a
detailed  tour  of  the
most  iconic  Hobbit
locations  in  the  real
world,  offering
pract ica l  t ips  and
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s
insights  for  your  next
pilgrimage  to  Middle-
earth.
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Hobbit
Locations
In The
Shire:
Hobbiton
and the
Green
Dragon

Inn
No  journey  into  The
Hobbit  is  complete
without  a  visit  to  the
S h i r e .  T h e  m o s t
famous  of  all  Hobbit
l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g
c o u n t r y s i d e  o f
Matamata,  on  New
Zealand’s North Island,

was  transformed  into
the lush,  green haven
of  Hobbiton.  Originally
built for The Lord of the
Rings ,  the  set  was
expanded  and  made
permanent  for  The
Hobbit  films.  Today,
visitors  can  walk  the
same  winding  paths
that  B i lbo  and  the
Dwarves trod, peeking
into the round doors of
Bag End.
T h e  d e t a i l  i s
astonishing.  Hobbit
holes  are  nestled  into
rolling  hills,  complete
with tiny washing lines,
garden  too ls ,  and
smoke  r is ing  f rom
chimneys.  The  Party
Tree, under which Bilbo
gives  h is  farewel l
speech,  stands  tall  in
the center. A highlight
o f  any  tou r  i s  t he
Green  Dragon  Inn,
where you can enjoy a
specially brewed ale or
ginger beer in the very
s p o t  w h e r e  t h e
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Dwarves  sang  about
smash ing  d ishes .
These Hobbit locations
in the Shire aren’t just
film sets;  they feel  like
a  r e a l ,  l i v e d - i n
community.

The
Hobbit
Locations
In The
Misty
Mountain
s:
Tongariro
National

Park
From  the  cozy  Shire,
the story takes us into
dangerous  peaks.  The
Misty Mountains, where
t h e  c o m p a n y  i s
captured  by  goblins
and  later  chased  by
Stone  Giants,  were
filmed  in  and  around
Tongariro National Park
on  the  North  Island.
The volcanic landscape
of Mount Tongariro and
Mount  Ngauruhoe
prov ided  the  raw,
jagged geology needed
for the High Pass and
t h e  G o b l i n - t o w n
tunnels.
For  those  seeking  to
hike  through  these
Hobbit locations in the
Misty  Mountains,  the
Tonga r i r o  A lp i ne
Crossing  offers  a
challenging  day  trek.
You’ll  cross  the  same
reddish  scree  slopes
and  ancient  lava  flows
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tha t  the  Dwarves
clambered  over,  all
while soaking in views
of  emerald  lakes  and
steaming  vents.  This
area doubles as Mordor
in  The  Lord  o f  the
Rings ,  but  for  The
Hobbi t ,  i t  was  the
unforgiving edge of the
mounta ins  where
Thorin  Oakenshield’s
company nearly met its
doom.

The
Hobbit
Locations
In The
Trollshaw
s and the

Lone
Lands:
Waitomo
and
Piopio
Early  in  the  film,  Bilbo
a n d  t h e  D w a r v e s
stumble into a camp of
trolls.  The  Trollshaws
scenes,  where  Bert,
Tom, and William turn
to stone at dawn, were
filmed  near  Piopio,  a
pastoral area about 50
kilometers  west  of  Te
Kuiti. The farmland was
dressed  with  large
artificial  boulders  and
trees to create the feel
of an ancient forest.
Just a short drive away,
the  Waitomo  Caves
region  provided  the
d e n s e ,  m o s s y
woodland used for the
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scenes  where  the
company  evades  the
Wargs.  I f  you  look
c l o s e l y  a t  t h e
woodlands  around
Waitomo, you can still
see  remnants  of  the
set .  These  green,
shadowy  Hollows  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
underrated  Hobbit
locations  in  the  north
of New Zealand’s North
Island.

The
Hobbit
Locations
In The
Elven
Realm of

Rivendell:
Kaitoke
Regional
Park
Rivendell,  the  Last
Homely House east of
the  Sea,  was  brought
to  l i f e  a t  Ka i t oke
Regional  Park,  just
north of Wellington. For
T h e  H o b b i t ,  t h e
filmmakers  returned  to
the  same  river  bend
used in The Lord of the
R ings  to  recreate
Elrond’s  refuge.  The
park  features  with
towering  native  trees,
clear  streams,  and  a
specially  constructed
bridge  and  pavilion.
W a l k i n g  t h r o u g h
K a i t o k e ,  y o u  c a n
almost hear the Elven
voices singing. The site
remains  open  to  the
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p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h e
filmmakers  made  sure
to  leave  behind  the
iconic stone arches and
wooden platforms that
frame  the  river.  It  is
one of the few Hobbit
locations  in  the  films
that retains a palpable
sense  of  magic  and
dip lomacy,  where
Thorin  and  Gandalf
meet  with  the  White
Council.

The
Hobbit
Locations
In The
Lonely
Mountain:

Mount
Cook and
Nelson
Lakes
The  c l imax  o f  the
tri logy  takes  place
ins ide  the  Lone ly
Mountain,  Erebor.
Exterior  shots  of  the
g r e a t  p e a k  w e r e
largely  filmed  around
Aoraki/Mount  Cook
National  Park  in  the
South  I s land.  The
snowy  flanks  of  Mount
Cook  itself  were  used
for  the  long  shots  of
the Dwarves struggling
up the mountain’s side.
For  the  scenes  inside
the  mountain,  the
p r o d u c t i o n  b u i l t
massive sets at  Stone
S t ree t  S tud ios  i n
Wellington,  but  the
landscape  surrounding
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the  park  gave  the
mountain  its  imposing
scale.
The  Ne lson  Lakes
National Park was also
used  for  the  slopes
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e
Desolation  of  Smaug.
The beech forests and
alpine  tarns  provided
the  backdrop  for  the
moment  when  Bilbo
stands at the entrance
to  the  secret  door.
These Hobbit locations
in  the  heart  of  New
Zealand’s  Southern
Alps  are  remote,  but
t h e y  r e w a r d  t h e
adventurous  traveler
with  landscapes  that
look  exactly  like  the
movie stills.

The
Hobbit

Locations
In The
Mirkwood
Forest:
Lake
Wakatipu
and
Otago
The  dark,  dangerous
Mirkwood was filmed in
severa l  locat ions
around  the  South
Is land.  The  eer ie ,
fungal-ridden  forest
where  the  company
loses  their  path  was
created using a mix of
studio  sets  and  real
forest footage from the
Otago  region.  The
trees  in  the  Dunedin
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area were draped with
artificial  spider  webs
and vines to bring the
Enchanted River to life.
The  bar re l - r id ing
sequence,  one  of  the
m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
action  scenes,  was
filmed  on  the  Mavora
L a k e s ,  s o u t h  o f
Queenstown.  The
crystal clear waters of
the  lake  stood  in  for
the  Forest  River.  A
specially  constructed
temporary  flume  was
built  to  control  the
barrels, but the pristine
wilderness  around
M a v o r a  L a k e s  i s
unmistakable.  These
Hobbit locations in the
southern  lakes  district
feel  both  wi ld  and
serene.

The

Hobbit
Locations
In The
Lake-
town:
Braemar
Station
and Long
Beach
Lake-town, the wooden
settlement built on the
Long Lake, was mostly
built as a massive set
a t  S t o n e  S t r e e t
Studios.  However,  the
real- l i fe  waterside
village  scenes  were
shot on Lake Wakatipu
near  Queenstown,
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particularly  around
Braemar  Station.  The
crew  built  docks  and
jetties that echoed the
dilapidated  charm  of
Esgaroth.
For the climactic battle
sequences  in  and
around Lake-town, the
production  used  the
shore l ine  a t  Long
Beach  in  Christchurch
and  a lso  the  man-
made Quarry at Stone
Street. Yet the genuine
f e e l i n g  o f  a  t o w n
o v e r w a t e r  w a s
a c h i e v e d  b y
constructing  large-
scale partial sets at the
edge of Lake Wakatipu.
W h e n  t h e  d r a g o n
Smaug  attacks,  the
fiery  reflection  on  the
water—filmed  near
Queenstown—gives the
scene  i t s  te r r ib le
beauty.

The
Hobbit
Locations
In The
Iron Hills
and Dale:
Twizel
and the
Strath
Taieri
The massive  Battle  of
the  Five  Armies  drew
from multiple locations.
The vast plains of the
Iron  Hills,  where  Dain
Ironfoot’s  Dwarves
arrive,  were  filmed
around  Twizel  in  the
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Mackenzie  Basin.  The
open,  tussock-covered
fields  were  easily
transformed into a war
c a m p .  T h e  r o c k y
terrain  of  the  Strath
T a i e r i ,  n e a r
Middlemarch, was used
for  the  slopes  of  the
Lonely Mountain spurs
where  the  fighting
peaks.
These Hobbit locations
in  the  dry ,  go lden
grasslands of the South
I s l a n d  c o n t r a s t
beautifully  with  the
green  Shi re .  They
emphasize the scale of
the  conflict  and  the
desolation that Smaug
left behind. For fans on
a  road  trip,  driving
through  these  plains
gives  a  sense  of  the
enormous  distances
covered  in  the  films.

Planning
Your Own
Tour of
Hobbit
Locations
In The
World
While  New  Zealand
holds the vast majority
of  The  Hobbit  filming
sites,  a  few  scenes
were shot at Pinewood
Studios  in  the  United
Kingdom  for  interior
sets. However, the true
pilgrimage  remains  a
N e w  Z e a l a n d
a d v e n t u r e .  M o s t
l o c a t i o n s  a r e
accessible  on  guided
tours  or  with  a  rental
car.  Hobbiton  requires
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a  booked  tour,  but
parks like Kaitoke and
the  Mavora  Lakes  are
free to explore.
When  visiting  these
Hobbit locations in the
S h i r e ,  t h e  M i s t y
Mountains, or the Lake-
town  shorelines,  it  is
important  to  respect
the  land.  Many  sites
a r e  o n  p r i v a t e
farmland,  and  walking
t r a c k s  s h o u l d  b e
followed.  Pack  warm
layers,  because  the
w e a t h e r  i n  t h e
Southern  Alps  can
change  as  quickly  as
the mood of a dragon.

CONCLUSION: THE
MAGIC LIVES ON

Exploring  the  real-
world  Hobbit  locations

in  the  breathtaking
landscapes  of  New
Zealand  offers  more
than  just  a  film  fan’s
checklist. It is a chance
to  connect  with  the
story of  Bilbo Baggins
on  a  deeper  level .
F r o m  t h e  r o l l i n g
pastures of the Shire to
the  icy  peaks  of  the
Misty Mountains, every
site carries a piece of
the  adventure.  The
Hobbit  Locations  In
The  natural  beauty of
Aotearoa  remain  as
timeless  as  Tolkien’s
words,  inviting  new
generations to journey
there  and,  for  a  brief
moment,  believe  that
dragons  and  dwarves
are  not  so  far  away
after all.


