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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
CHARM OF THE
GRISWOLD FAMILY
ROAD TRIP

F o r  d e c a d e s ,  t h e
hapless  yet  endearing
Griswold  family  has
been a beloved staple
of  American  comedy.
From  ill-fated  cross-
count ry  d r ives  to
disastrous  European
t o u r s ,  t h e i r
misadventures  have

provided  generations
o f  v i e w e r s  w i t h
laughter,  cringes,  and
surprisingly  heartfelt
moments.  If  you have
ever  wondered  about
the  correct  sequence
to  watch  these  films,
you are not alone. The
question "What Is The
Order Of  The National
Lampoon  Vacation
Movies"  is  a  common
o n e  a m o n g  b o t h
n e w c o m e r s  a n d
dedicated fans looking
to  take  a  proper  trip
down memory lane.
Understanding  the
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order of  the National
Lampoon  Vacation
movies  is  more  than
j u s t  a  m a t t e r  o f
chronological  release.
It  involves tracing the
g r o w t h  ( o r  l a c k
the reo f )  o f  C l a r k
G r i s w o l d ,  t h e
unwavering patience of
his wife Ellen, and the
evo lut ion  o f  the i r
children,  Rusty  and
A u d r e y ,  t h r o u g h
various actors and life
stages. This article will
serve as your definitive
guide,  breaking  down
every  film  in  the
franchise,  explaining
the  chronology,  and
offering  insights  into
why this series remains
a  c o m e d i c  g o l d
standard.

THE CORE CANON:
THE MAIN
VACATION FILM
SERIES

When  people  search
for "What Is The Order

O f  T h e  N a t i o n a l
Lampoon  Vacation
Movies , "  they  are
typically looking for the
core series that follows
the  Griswold  family.
While  there  are  spin-
offs  and  later  reboots,
the  p r imary  saga
consists  of  five  distinct
films.  Understanding
t h i s  s e q u e n c e  i s
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
app rec i a t i ng  the
narrative  arc  and  the
running  gags  that  tie
the franchise together.

1.
National
Lampoon'
s
Vacation
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(1983)
The  film that  started  it
all.  Released  in  1983,
National  Lampoon's
Vacation  introduced
the  wor ld  to  C lark
G r i s w o l d  ( C h e v y
Chase),  a  man with a
singular vision: to take
his  family  on a cross-
country road trip from
their home in suburban
C h i c a g o  t o  t h e
myth ica l  "Wa l ley
World"  theme  park  in
California. What follows
is  a  masterclass  in
Murphy's  Law,  where
everything that can go
wrong does.
T h i s  i n s t a l l m e n t
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e
template for the entire
series.  We  meet  the
long-suffering  Ellen
(Beverly D'Angelo), the
moody teenager Rusty
(Anthony Michael Hall),
and the quirky pre-teen
Audrey (Dana Barron).

The  film  is  a  road-trip
odyssey  filled  with
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
moments:  the  "Family
Truckster"  stat ion
wagon,  the  visit  to
Aunt Edna's house, and
the eventual desperate
hostage  situation  at
Walley  World.  This
movie is  the essential
starting  point  for  any
viewing marathon and
defines  the  answer  to
"What Is The Order Of
The National  Lampoon
Vacation Movies."

2.
National
Lampoon'
s
European
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Vacation
(1985)
Following  the  success
of  the  first  film,  the
Griswolds  set  their
s i g h t s  o v e r s e a s .
National  Lampoon's
European  Vacation
(1985) sees the family
winning  a  grand prize
trip  to  Europe.  While
the  setting  changes,
the  formula  remains
the  same:  C lark 's
grand  plans  meet  a
continent  of  cultural
misunderstandings and
p h y s i c a l  c o m e d y
disasters.
This  sequel  is  notable
for  several  reasons.
First ,  i t  features  a
completely  recast
Rusty and Audrey, now
played by Jason Lively
and Dana Hill. Second,
it leans heavily into the
"ugly  American"  trope
abroad,  with  scenes

set  in  London,  Paris,
Germany,  and  Italy.
While opinions vary on
its  ranking  within  the
franchise,  it  holds  a
special  place  for  its
iconic  moments,  such
as  Clark's  confusion
over  the  British  road
s y s t e m  a n d  t h e
infamous  "pig  in  a
blanket"  scene.  For
anyone  exploring  the
l i s t  o f  N a t i o n a l
Lampoon  Vacation
movies ,  t h i s  i s  a
crucial second entry.

3.
National
Lampoon'
s
Christma
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s
Vacation

(1989)
Arguably  the  most
beloved  film  in  the
entire series, National
L a m p o o n ' s
Christmas  Vacation
(1989)  is  a  holiday
classic that transcends
the  franchise.  In  this
instal lment,  Clark
Griswold is determined
to  create  the  perfect
old-fashioned  family
Christmas,  complete
with a massive tree, a
house  cove red  i n
25,000 imported Italian
twinkle  lights,  and  a
very large bonus from
his boss.
The  cast  returns  with
Chevy  Chase  and
Beverly D'Angelo, while
Rusty  and Audrey  are
once again recast, this

t i m e  w i t h  J o h n n y
Galecki  and  Juliette
Lewis.  This  film  is  a
masterwork of comedic
tension  and  holiday
spirit. From the arrival
of Cousin Eddie (Randy
Quaid)  and his  RV,  to
the  k idnapping  o f
Clark's  boss,  and  the
final, uplifting rescue of
the turkey, this movie
i s  a  c u l t u r a l
touchstone.  It  is  often
the  first  film  that
comes  to  mind  when
people  ask  "What  Is
The  Order  Of  The
National  Lampoon
Vacation  Movies",
even  though  it  is  the
t h i r d  i n  t h e  m a i n
series.

4. Vegas
Vacation
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(1997)
After a long hiatus, the
Griswolds  returned  in
1997  w i th  Vegas
Vacation.  This  time,
the family heads to Las
Vegas  for  a  vacation.
The  plot  sees  Clark
determined to win big
to pay for a new pool,
while  Rusty  (now  an
adult  played by Ethan
Embry)  learns  the
ropes of blackjack, and
A u d r e y  ( M a r i s o l
Nichols)  fal ls  for  a
creepy Wayne Newton
impersonator.
This film has a different
f e e l  f r o m  i t s
predecessors. It trades
the road trip format for
a  s ing le - l oca t ion
comedy. While it lacks
the sharp edge of the
early  films,  it  features
hilarious  supporting
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,
inc luding  Wal lace
Shawn as the blackjack

dealer  and  Wayne
Newton as himself. It is
a  l i g h t e r ,  m o r e
whimsical  entry  that
shows  the  f am i l y
adapting to a new type
of  chaos.  For  those
keeping  track  of  the
National  Lampoon
Vacation  movies
order,  this  is  the  final
entry  featuring  the
or ig ina l  Gr i swo ld
parents.

5.
National
Lampoon'
s
Christma
s
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Vacation
2 (2003)
I t  i s  impor tan t  to
mention  this  film,
though  i t  i s  o f ten
considered  the  black
sheep  of  the  family.
National  Lampoon's
Christmas  Vacation
2:  Cousin  Eddie's
Island  Adventure
(2003)  is  a  made-for-
television  movie  that
focuses  not  on  Clark,
but  on  Cousin  Eddie
and  his  family.  Chevy
Chase  and  Beverly
D ' A n g e l o  d o  n o t
appear.
Because  it  lacks  the
core  cas t  and  the
original  director's
vision,  most  fans  do
not  include  it  in  the
p r i m a r y  o r d e r .
However,  i t  exists
within  the  National
Lampoon universe. For
completeness,  it  sits

after Vegas Vacation
on the timeline, but it
is generally considered
optional viewing.

THE LEGACY
SEQUEL: A NEW
GENERATION
TAKES THE WHEEL

A  common  point  of
confusion  regarding
"What Is The Order Of
The National  Lampoon
Vacation  Movies"  is
where  the  2015  film
Vacation fits. This film
is a direct sequel and
sof t  reboot  o f  the
original 1983 movie.

Vacation
(2015)
Released  in  2015,
Vacation  stars  Ed
Helms  as  a  grown-up
Rusty Griswold. Now an
adult  with  a  family  of
his own, Rusty decides
to  recreate  the  iconic
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road  trip  to  Walley
World in the hopes of
bonding  with  his  own
wife  and  sons.  Chevy
Chase  and  Beverly
D'Angelo make cameo
appearances  as  Clark
and Ellen, passing the
t o r c h  t o  t h e  n e x t
generation.
This  film  is  best
watched  af ter  the
original  five,  as  it
contains  numerous
c a l l b a c k s  a n d
references that require
know ledge  o f  the
earlier films. It updates
t h e  h u m o r  f o r  a
modern audience while
staying  true  to  the
spirit of the original. It
serves  as  a  satisfying
bookend  to  the  saga,
confirming  that  the
Griswold  curse  (or
b l e s s i n g )  o f
m i s a d v e n t u r e  i s
hereditary.

CHRONOLOGICAL

VS. RELEASE
ORDER: A SIMPLE
GUIDE

For  most  viewers,  the
best way to watch the
series  is  in  release
order.  This  allows you
to see the evolution of
comedy and the aging
o f  the  charac ters
naturally.  However,  if
you  prefer  a  str ict
t i m e l i n e  o f  t h e
characters'  lives,  here
is a breakdown:

1980s (Original
Timeline):
National
Lampoon's
Vacation (1983),
National
Lampoon's
European
Vacation (1985),
National
Lampoon's
Christmas
Vacation (1989).
Late 1990s
(Adult
Children):
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Vegas Vacation
(1997).
2000s (Spin-
off): National
Lampoon's
Christmas
Vacation 2
(2003).
Modern Era
(Next
Generation):
Vacation (2015).

Regardless  of  which
order you choose,  the
c o r e  e x p e r i e n c e
remains the same. The
answer  to  "What  Is
The  Order  Of  The
National  Lampoon
Vacation  Movies"
remains: start with the
classics,  enjoy  the
holiday  special,  and
finish  with  the  reboot.

KEY THEMES THAT
DEFINE THE
FRANCHISE

Understanding  the
order of  the National
Lampoon  Vacation

movies  also  requires
understanding  the
themes that bind them
together.

The
Pursuit of
the
Perfect
Vacation
Every  film  centers  on
Clark's  obsession  with
creating  a  "perfect"
family  memory.  This
theme is the engine of
the comedy. Whether it
is a road trip, a foreign
tour ,  a  Chr i s tmas
dinner,  or  a  casino
weekend,  Clark's  high
expec ta t i ons  a re
always  met  with  low
reality.  This  universal
experience—the  gap
between  the  vacation
we dream of  and  the
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vacation  we  actually
get—is why the series
resonates.

The
Unbreaka
ble
Griswold
Bond
Despite the chaos, the
Griswolds always come
together. Ellen, despite
her  frustration,  stands
by  Clark.  The  kids,
d e s p i t e  t h e i r
e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,
ultimately  love  their
dad.  This  emotional
core prevents the films
from  being  merely
mean-spirited.  They
a r e  c o m e d i e s  o f
affection, not cruelty.

The
Evolution
of
American
Culture
Watching the series in
order is like watching a
t i m e  c a p s u l e  o f
American  l i fe.  The
1983  film  captures  the
optimism of  the  early
8 0 s .  C h r i s t m a s
Vacation  reflects  the
yuppie  era.  Vegas
Vacation  satirizes  the
90s  boom.  The  2015
Vacation comments on
modern parenting and
digital-age  disconnect.
T h i s  c u l t u r a l
commentary is a subtle
but powerful reason to
watch  them  in  the
correct  order.
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WHY THE CAST
CHANGES MATTER

A  frequent  point  of
discussion  regarding
t h e  N a t i o n a l
Lampoon  Vacation
movies  order  is  the
recasting of Rusty and
Audrey.  The  children
are  played  by  different
actors in almost every
film. For many, this is a
minor  distraction.  For
others,  it  adds  to  the
s u r r e a l ,  a l m o s t
mythical quality of the
series—the  Griswold
c h i l d r e n  a r e
archetypes rather than
consistent characters.
Chevy  Chase  and
Bever ly  D 'Ange lo
remain  the  anchors.
Their  chemistry  is  the
constant that holds the
franchise  together.
Without  them,  the
spin-offs  feel  hollow.
Their  presence  in  the
2015  film  serves  as  a
symbolic  "passing  of

the  torch,"  ensuring
t h a t  t h e  l e g a c y
continues even with a
new  generat ion  of
actors.

HOW TO WATCH
THE NATIONAL
LAMPOON
VACATION MOVIES
FOR THE FIRST
TIME

If you are a newcomer
asking  "What  Is  The
O r d e r  O f  T h e
National  Lampoon
Vacation  Movies",
h e r e  i s  a
recommended  viewing
strategy:

Start with the1.
original
National
Lampoon's
Vacation
(1983). This
establishes the
tone, characters,
and world.
Watch2.
European
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Vacation
(1985). It
expands the
scope and shows
the family
dynamic abroad.
Enjoy3.
Christmas
Vacation
(1989). Save
this for the
holiday season
for maximum
effect.

Finish the4.
original run
with Vegas
Vacation
(1997). It wraps
up the parents'
story.
Optional:5.
Christmas
Vacation 2
(2003). Only if
you are a
completionist.
End with6.


