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Prepar ing  fo r  the
Massachusetts  Tests
for Educator Licensure
( M T E L )  c a n  b e  a
daunting  process,
especial ly  when  i t
c o m e s  t o  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
Communication  and
Literacy Skills test. This
exam is a critical step
for  anyone seeking to
become  a  certified
t e a c h e r  i n
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,
assessing  your  ability
to  read,  write,  and
c o m m u n i c a t e
effectively.  Among  the

m o s t  v a l u a b l e
resources  available  to
candidates is the Mtel
Communication  And
Literacy Old Practice
Test .  Whi le  newer
materials are essential,
these  older  exams
offer  unique  insights
that  can  dramatically
boost  your  confidence
and performance.  This
article  explores  the
benefits,  strategies,
and best  practices for
using these older tests
to  master  the  MTEL
Communication  and
Literacy  exam.

WHAT IS THE MTEL
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COMMUNICATION
AND LITERACY

SKILLS TEST?

T h e  M T E L
Communication  and
Literacy Skills test is a
standardized  exam
required  for  all  initial
educator  licenses  in
Massachusetts.  It  is
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o
separate  subtests:
Reading  (subtest  01)
and  Writing  (subtest
0 2 ) .  T h e  r e a d i n g
subtest  consists  of
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions  designed  to
measure your ability to
understand,  analyze,
and  interpret  written
material.  The  writing
subtest includes short-
a n s w e r  i t e m s ,
sentence  correction
tasks,  and  an  essay
c o m p o n e n t  t h a t
evaluates  your  writing
m e c h a n i c s ,
organizat ion,  and
clarity. Together, these

subtests  ensure  that
prospective  teachers
have  the  fundamental
communication  and
l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s
necessary  to  succeed
in the classroom.
Because the MTEL is a
challenging  exam,
thorough preparation is
e s s e n t i a l .  M a n y
candidates  turn  to
official  study  guides,
prep  courses,  and
flashcards.  However,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
underut i l i zed  yet
powerful  tools  is  the
Mtel Communication
And  Literacy  Old
Practice  Test.  These
retired  exams  provide
a real-world simulation
of  the  test  format,
difficulty,  and  content,
offering  a  glimpse  into
t h e  a c t u a l  t e s t
experience.

BENEFITS OF
USING AN MTEL
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COMMUNICATION
AND LITERACY OLD

PRACTICE TEST

Using an older practice
test  offers  several
distinct  advantages
that modern resources
somet imes  fa i l  to
provide. Below are the
key benefits:

Authentic
Question
Styles: Old
practice tests
contain question
types that
closely mirror the
actual exam. By
working through
these, you
familiarize
yourself with the
phrasing,
distractors, and
logic used by the
test makers.
Time
Management
Practice: The
MTEL is timed.
Taking an old

practice test
under timed
conditions helps
you gauge your
pacing and
identify sections
where you need
to speed up or
slow down.
Identifying
Weak Areas:
After completing
an old test, you
can analyze your
results to
pinpoint specific
reading
comprehension
or writing
mechanics
weaknesses. This
targeted insight
allows you to
focus your study
efforts where
they are most
needed.
Reducing Test
Anxiety:
Repeated
exposure to the
test format
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through old
practice tests
can significantly
lower anxiety.
When you sit for
the real exam,
the structure and
question styles
feel familiar,
which boosts
confidence and
performance.
Free or Low-
Cost Resource:
Many old
practice tests are
available at no
cost from
educational
libraries,
university test
centers, or online
archives. This
makes them an
economical
addition to your
study plan.

It is important to note
that while the content
of  the  test  evolves
slightly over time, the
core  skills  assessed

remain  consistent.  An
Mtel Communication
And  Literacy  Old
Pract i ce  Test  i s
therefore  still  highly
relevant, especially for
practicing  reading
comprehension  and
writing  mechanics.

WHERE TO FIND
MTEL
COMMUNICATION
AND LITERACY OLD
PRACTICE TESTS

Locating  reliable  old
practice tests  requires
some  research.  Here
a r e  t h e  m o s t
trustworthy sources:

Official
MTEL
Website
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and
Archives
The  Massachusetts
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
E l e m e n t a r y  a n d
Secondary  Education
(DESE)  maintains  a
web page dedicated to
the  MTEL.  While  they
do  not  always  keep
older tests online, they
sometimes  provide
sample questions from
previous  years.  Check
the  "Test  Information
Booklets"  for  each
subtest, as these often
include retired items.

Universit
y
Education

Departme
nts
Many  col leges  and
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n
Massachusetts, such as
U M a s s  B o s t o n ,
Bridgewater  State
University,  and  Salem
State  University,  have
education departments
that  offer  test
preparation  resources.
Their libraries or career
cente rs  may  ho ld
physical  or  digital
copies  of  older  MTEL
practice tests.

Online
Study
Groups
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and
Forums
Platforms  like  Reddit,
T e a c h e r s  P a y
T e a c h e r s ,  o r
spec ia l i zed  MTEL
Facebook groups often
have  members  who
share old practice tests
they have compiled. Be
cautious  with  unofficial
files,  but  many
teachers willingly share
resources  that  have
helped  them  pass.

Commerc
ial Test
Prep
Books
While commercial prep
books focus on current
e d i t i o n s ,  e a r l i e r
editions  (like  those

f rom  2015–2020)
contain  old  practice
tests.  You  can  often
find  these  used  on
Amazon  or  at  library
sales  for  a  fraction of
t h e  p r i c e  o f  n e w
materials.
When  searching,  use
specific  phrases  like
"MTEL  Communication
a n d  L i t e r a c y  o l d
practice  test  PDF"  or
"retired  MTEL  reading
subtest  questions."
A lways  ver i fy  the
source  to  ensure  the
questions are authentic
and  not  just  generic
reading items.

HOW TO
EFFECTIVELY USE
AN MTEL
COMMUNICATION
AND LITERACY OLD
PRACTICE TEST

Simply  taking  an  old
practice  test  once  is
n o t  e n o u g h .  T o
maximize  its  value,
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follow  a  structured
approach:

Create a1.
Simulated Test
Environment:
Find a quiet
room, set a timer
for the actual
test duration
(about 2 hours
for the full
Communication
and Literacy test,
or 1 hour for
each subtest),
and complete the
entire test
without
interruptions. Do
not use notes or
dictionaries.
Review Every2.
Question
Thoroughly:
After finishing,
go back over
each question,
even those you
answered
correctly. Read
the explanations
if provided.

Understand why
the correct
answer is right
and why the
others are
wrong. This deep
analysis builds
stronger
reasoning skills.
Focus on the3.
Essay: The
writing subtest
includes an
essay prompt.
Old practice test
essays are
particularly
helpful because
you can practice
organizing your
thoughts under
time pressure.
Write a full
essay, then
compare it to
scoring rubrics
from the official
MTEL website.
Identify areas
like thesis clarity,
supporting
details, and
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grammar.
Analyze Your4.
Mistakes:
Create a log of
the types of
questions you
missed. Were
they main idea
questions?
Vocabulary-in-
context?
Sentence
correction? Use
this data to guide
your study
sessions. For
example, if you
struggled with
identifying the
author's purpose,
spend extra time
on passages that
require
inference.
Repeat After a5.
Few Weeks:
Take the same
old practice test
again after you
have studied
your weak areas.
Monitor your

improvement. If
you still miss
certain concepts,
you may need to
adjust your study
strategies.

Remember,  an  Mtel
Communication  And
Literacy Old Practice
Test  is  a  diagnostic
tool, not a replacement
for  current  materials.
U s e  i t  t o  b u i l d  a
foundation,  but  then
supplement with up-to-
date  resources  that
reflect  any  recent
changes  in  the  test
blueprint.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID WHEN
USING OLD
PRACTICE TESTS

While old practice tests
are valuable, there are
p i t f a l l s  t h a t  c a n
u n d e r m i n e  y o u r
preparation:

Relying Solely
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on One Test:
The test content
covers a broad
range of reading
and writing skills.
One old test
cannot cover
everything. Use
multiple old
tests, if
available, to get
a diverse set of
questions.
Ignoring the
Passage
Sources: Old
tests may use
outdated reading
passages (e.g.,
from older
textbooks).
Focus on the
skills, not the
historical
context. The
reading
comprehension
strategies remain
the same.
Not Simulating
the Real
Conditions: If

you take the test
in a relaxed
manner with
multiple breaks,
you won't get an
accurate
measure of your
endurance and
time
management.
Stick to strict
timing.
Overfocusing
on the Old Test
Score: Your
score on an old
test does not
predict your
performance on
the current
exam. Use it only
as a learning
tool, not as a
definitive
measure of
readiness.
Skipping the
Essay: Many
candidates spend
all their time on
multiple-choice
questions and
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neglect the
essay. The
writing subtest is
equally
important. Use
the essay prompt
from each old
test to practice
composing a
well-structured
response within
the time limit.

SAMPLE
QUESTIONS FROM
AN MTEL
COMMUNICATION
AND LITERACY OLD
PRACTICE TEST

To illustrate the value
of older tests, let's look
at  sample  question
t y p e s  y o u  m i g h t
encounter.  Note  that
actual  questions  are
copyrighted,  but  the
formats  below  are
representat ive  of
retired  items:
Reading  Subtest
Sample  (Multiple

Choice):
Passage excerpt:  "The
decline  of  honeybee
populations  has  been
linked to a combination
of  factors  including
pesticide  use,  habitat
l oss ,  and  c l imate
change.  Researchers
emphasize  that  no
single  cause  can  be
i so l a ted ,  mak ing
mitigation  efforts
complex."
Question: Which of the
f o l l o w i n g  b e s t
expresses  the  main
idea  of  the  passage?

A) Pesticides are
the primary
cause of
honeybee
decline.
B) Honeybee
decline is caused
by multiple
interacting
factors.
C) Climate
change is the
most significant
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threat to
honeybees.
D) Researchers
disagree about
the causes of
honeybee
decline.

(Correct answer: B)
Writ ing  Subtest
Sample  (Sentence
Correction):
Original  sentence:
"Each  of  the  teachers
have their own method
for grading essays."
Which revision corrects
the error?

A) Each of the
teachers have
his or her own
method for
grading essays.
B) Each of the
teachers has
their own
method for
grading essays.
C) Each of the
teachers has his
or her own

method for
grading essays.
D) Each of the
teachers have
their own
methods for
grading essays.

(Correct  answer:  C  –
s u b j e c t - v e r b
a g r e e m e n t  a n d
pronoun-antecedent
agreement)
Practicing  with  such
questions  helps  you
internalize  grammar
ru les  and  read ing
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
strategies.

SUPPLEMENTING
OLD PRACTICE
TESTS WITH
CURRENT STUDY
MATERIALS

W h i l e  a n  M t e l
Communication  And
Literacy Old Practice
Test  is  a  fantastic
starting point, it should
be  part  of  a  broader
study  plan.  Here  are
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c o m p l e m e n t a r y
r e s o u r c e s  t o  u s e
alongside:

Official MTEL
Test
Information
Booklets: These
are currently
available on the
DESE website
and outline test
objectives,
sample
questions, and
scoring rubrics.
Use them to
understand the
latest
expectations.
Recent MTEL
Prep Books:
Look for books
published within
the last 2–3
years, as they
incorporate
recent trends
and updated
practice tests.
Online Practice
Platforms:
Some websites

offer interactive
practice tests
with automatic
scoring and
feedback. Use
these for
additional drills.
Study Groups:
Join or form a
study group with
other MTEL
candidates.
Discussing old
test answers can
deepen
understanding
and expose you
to different
perspectives.
Tutoring or
Workshops:
Many community
colleges offer
MTEL prep
workshops,
including
sessions focused
specifically on
the
Communication
and Literacy test.
They often use
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old tests as
teaching tools.

Combine the diagnostic
insights  from  the  old
tes t  w i th  cu r ren t
materials  to  create  a
well-rounded,  efficient
study  schedule.

CONCLUSION

Success  on  the  MTEL
Communication  and
Literacy  Skil ls  test
requires  a  proactive
and varied approach to
preparation.  The  Mtel
Communication  And
Literacy Old Practice
Test  is  an  invaluable
resource that provides
authentic  practice,
builds  familiarity,  and

highlights  areas  for
improvement. By using
these  older  exams
strategically—simulatin
g  test  condi t ions ,
thoroughly  reviewing
answers, and targeting
weak  spots—you  can
significantly  enhance
y o u r  r e a d i n e s s .
R e m e m b e r  t o
supplement with up-to-
date  materials  and
a c t i v e  s t u d y
techn iques .  W i th
dedication  and  the
right  resources,  you
can  approach  your
e x a m  d a t e  w i t h
confidence  and  take  a
crucial  step  toward
your teaching career in
Massachusetts.


