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UNDERSTANDING
THE CORRECTIVE
READING
COMPREHENSION
PLACEMENT TEST

Every  educator  knows
that the foundation of
academic  success  is
strong  reading  skills.
Yet,  many  students
s t r u g g l e  w i t h
comprehension,  not
because  they  lack
in te l l i gence ,  bu t
because  they  have
gaps in their ability to
decode  text ,  infer
meaning,  or  fol low

complex  sentence
structures.  Identifying
exactly  where  these
gaps lie is the first step
t o w a r d  t a r g e t e d
intervention.  This  is
where  the  Corrective
R e a d i n g
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
P lacement  Test
b e c o m e s  a n
indispensable  tool.
Designed as part of the
well-established  SRA
Corrective  Reading
p r o g r a m ,  t h i s
assessment  helps
teachers  determine  a
student ’s  current
reading comprehension
level,  so  instruction
can be tailored to meet
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their specific needs.
In  this  article,  we’ll
exp l o re  wha t  t he
Corrective  Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement Test is, how
it is administered, what
it measures, and why it
r e m a i n s  a  g o l d
standard in educational
assessment. We’ll  also
d i s c u s s  h o w  t o
in te rp re t  sco res ,
c o m m o n
misconceptions,  and
best practices for using
the test results to drive
s t u d e n t  g r o w t h .
Whether  you  are  a
classroom  teacher,  a
specia l  educat ion
specialist,  or  a  parent
looking  to  understand
your  child’s  reading
journey, this guide will
provide  you  with  a
c l e a r  a n d
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview.

WHAT IS THE

CORRECTIVE
READING
COMPREHENSION
PLACEMENT TEST?

The Corrective Reading
program, developed by
Siegfried  Engelmann
and  colleagues,  is  a
di rect  instruct ion
intervention  designed
for students in grades
three  through  twelve
who are reading below
g r a d e  l e v e l .  T h e
program is divided into
two strands: Decoding
and  Comprehension.
The Corrective Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement  Test  is  the
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
determines which level
of  the  Comprehension
s t r a n d  a  s t u d e n t
should  enter.
U n l i k e  a  g e n e r i c
reading comprehension
test,  this  placement
test  is  tightly  aligned
with  the  specific  skills
taught in each level of
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the Corrective Reading
Comprehension  series.
I t  does  not  merely
measure  a  student’s
ab i l i t y  t o  answer
quest ions  about  a
passage; it probes the
underlying  processes
t h a t  e n a b l e
comprehension,  such
as following directions,
us ing  reason ing ,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
a n a l o g i e s ,  a n d
app ly ing  l og i c  t o
written  material.  The
tes t  ensures  that
students are placed in
a level where they can
experience  success
w h i l e  b e i n g
a p p r o p r i a t e l y
challenged.

WHY A PLACEMENT
TEST MATTERS
FOR CORRECTIVE
READING

O n e  o f  t h e  k e y
principles  of  direct
instruct ion  is  that
students  must  build

skills  sequentially.
Jumping  into  a  lesson
that  assumes  prior
knowledge  a  student
does not have leads to
frustration and failure.
Conversely,  repeating
content  a  student
already  knows  wastes
valuable  instructional
time.  The  Corrective
R e a d i n g
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement  Test  solves
t h i s  p r o b l e m  b y
providing  a  precise
starting  point.
For  example,  a  sixth-
grader who can decode
fluently  but  cannot
s u m m a r i z e  a
paragraph may need to
begin  at  the  lower
l e v e l s  o f  t h e
Comprehension strand,
focus ing  on  bas ic
s e n t e n c e
comprehension  and
fo l low ing  wr i t ten
directions.  Another
student  in  the  same
grade who can already
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grasp  main  ideas  but
struggles with complex
reasoning  may  place
into  a  higher  level.
Without the placement
test,  both  students
might  be  lumped  into
the  same  group,  and
neither  would  receive
inst ruct ion  at  the
correct difficulty level.

Key
Benefits
of Using
the
Placemen
t Test

Individualized
instruction: The
test helps create
small groups of
students with
similar skill

deficits, allowing
targeted
teaching.
Time efficiency:
No time is
wasted on
material that is
too easy or too
difficult.
Clear baseline
data: Teachers
obtain a
measurable
starting point
against which
future progress
can be
compared.
Student
confidence:
When students
work at an
appropriate
level, they are
more likely to
experience
success and stay
motivated.

STRUCTURE OF
THE CORRECTIVE
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READING
COMPREHENSION

PLACEMENT TEST

The placement  test  is
typically  administered
individually or in small
g roups  and  takes
between  15  and  30
minutes to complete. It
consists of a series of
s h o r t  t a s k s  t h a t
increase  in  difficulty.
T h e  t e s t  i s  n o t  a
traditional  multiple-
choice  exam;  instead,
it  requires students to
write  answers,  follow
ins t ruc t ions ,  and
demonstrate  their
reasoning.  This  design
m a k e s  i t  a  m o r e
authentic  measure  of
comprehension than a
simple fill-in-the-bubble
assessment.

Compone

nts
Measured
The  test  assesses
several  distinct  areas
o f  r e a d i n g
comprehension,  each
aligned  with  the  skill
strands  taught  in  the
Corrective  Reading
program.  These  areas
include:

Following1.
Directions:
Students must
read a set of
instructions and
carry them out
accurately. This
measures the
ability to process
and act on
written
information.
Sentence2.
Comprehension
: Students read a
sentence and
choose the best
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picture or
statement that
matches its
meaning. This
assesses
understanding at
the most basic
level.
Paragraph3.
Comprehension
: Students read a
short paragraph
and answer
questions about
the main idea,
details, and
inferences.
Reasoning and4.
Logic: In higher
levels, the test
includes
analogies, if-then
statements, and
sequencing tasks
that require
critical thinking.
Vocabulary in5.
Context: Some
items ask
students to
determine the
meaning of an

unfamiliar word
based on
surrounding text.

HOW THE
PLACEMENT TEST
RELATES TO
PROGRAM LEVELS

The Corrective Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
program is divided into
several  levels,  often
labeled  A  through  F,
with each level building
on  the  previous  one.
The  placement  test
uses  a  cutoff  score
system to recommend
a  starting  level.  For
example:

Level A: Basics
of
comprehension –
following
directions,
matching
pictures to
sentences,
understanding
simple
statements.
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Level B:
Sentence-level
comprehension
and basic
reasoning.
Level C:
Paragraph
comprehension,
sequencing, and
cause-and-effect
relationships.
Level D and
above: Complex
inference,
deduction,
analogies, and
multi-step
reasoning.

The  placement  test
results tell the teacher
exactly  which  level  to
begin with. If a student
sco res  be l ow  the
threshold  for  Level  C,
for  instance,  they
would start in Level B.
T h i s  e n s u r e s  t h e
student  has  mastered
the  prerequisite  skills
before moving on.

ADMINISTERING
THE PLACEMENT
TEST: BEST
PRACTICES

T o  g e t  a c c u r a t e
r e s u l t s ,  t h e
assessment  must  be
administered correctly.
Here  are  some  best
practices:

Establish a
quiet,
distraction-free
environment.
Because the test
measures
attention to
written detail,
any noise or
interruption can
skew results.
Read the
directions
aloud if
needed. For
students with
decoding
difficulties, the
teacher can read
the instructions
orally to isolate
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comprehension
from decoding
problems. The
test is designed
so that decoding
is not a barrier.
Allow sufficient
time, but don’t
extend
indefinitely.
The test is not
timed rigorously,
but if a student
takes unusually
long, it may
indicate that the
material is too
difficult.
Do not provide
hints or
feedback
during the
test. The
purpose is to
assess the
student’s
independent
ability.
Record
observations.
Note behaviors
such as

frustration,
guessing, or
skipping items,
as these may
offer insight
beyond the raw
score.

INTERPRETING THE
RESULTS

Once the test is scored,
the  teacher  uses  a
conversion  chart  to
d e t e r m i n e  t h e
appropriate placement.
The scores are usually
given  as  raw  points,
and  each  level  has  a
m i n i m u m  s c o r e
requirement.  Teachers
should  also  consider
the  student’s  grade
level  and  decoding
skills.  A  student  with
very  weak  decoding
may  need  to  start  in
the  Decoding  strand
first,  even  if  their
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
p l a c e m e n t  t e s t
suggests  a  certain
level.
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I t  i s  impor tan t  to
remember  that  the
placement  test  is  a
snapshot.  If  a  student
performs  poorly  one
day due to  fatigue or
anxiety,  the  test  may
underestimate  their
abil ity.  Therefore,
m a n y  e d u c a t o r s
administer  the  test
over two short sessions
or use it in conjunction
w i t h  c l a s s r o o m
observations to confirm
the placement.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE
PLACEMENT TEST

S e v e r a l  m y t h s
s u r r o u n d  t h e
Corrective  Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement  Test.  Let’s
address a few:

“It’s just
another
reading level
test.” In reality,

it is highly
specific to the
skills taught in
the Corrective
Reading
program. It
measures
abilities that are
often overlooked
in standardized
tests, such as the
ability to follow
multi-step
written
directions.
“It places
students
permanently.”
Placement is not
fixed. Teachers
are encouraged
to monitor
progress and
move students
up or down as
needed. The test
provides a
starting point,
not a label.
“Only special
education
students need
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it.” While the
program is often
used in
intervention
settings, any
student who
struggles with
reading
comprehension
can benefit from
the targeted
instruction the
placement test
enables.

USING THE TEST
BEYOND INITIAL
PLACEMENT

A  l e s s  c o m m o n l y
discussed advantage of
the Corrective Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement  Test  is  its
ut i l i ty  for  ongoing
progress  monitoring.
Because the test items
reflect the skills taught
at each level, a teacher
can administer the test
again after completing
a  level  to  see  if  the
student  has  mastered

the  content.  I f  the
s t u d e n t ’ s  s c o r e
improves  to  the  next
level  threshold,  they
are ready to move on.
This makes the test not
j u s t  a  o n e - t i m e
placement  tool,  but  a
part  of  a  continuous
assessment cycle.
Moreover, the test can
be  used  to  identify
students  who  need
additional  support  in
specific  areas.  For
example,  if  a  student
s c o r e s  w e l l  o n
s e n t e n c e
comprehension  but
poorly  on  following
directions, the teacher
knows to focus on that
particular  skill  within
the level. This targeted
approach  maximizes
instructional  efficiency.

INTEGRATING THE
TEST RESULTS
INTO CLASSROOM
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PRACTICE

Once  the  placement
test results are in, the
rea l  work  beg ins .
Teachers should create
small,  homogeneous
groups  of  students
placed  at  the  same
level. Each group then
works  through  the
Corrective  Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
lessons  at  i ts  own
pace.  The lessons  are
highly  structured  and
scripted, ensuring that
all  essential  skills  are
taught  explicitly.  The
placement  test  data
also helps teachers set
realist ic  goals  and
communicate  progress
t o  p a r e n t s  a n d
administrators.
For students who place
into very low levels, it
is crucial  to provide a
s u p p o r t i v e  a n d
e n c o u r a g i n g
atmosphere.  These
students  have  likely

experienced  years  of
reading  failure  and
may feel anxious. The
placement  test  itself
can  be  a  pos i t i ve
e x p e r i e n c e  i f
presented as a tool to
help  them,  not  as  a
test  they  can pass  or
fail.  Teachers  should
emphasize  that  the
test  s imply  shows
where to start so that
every lesson can be a
success.

CONCLUSION

The Corrective Reading
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
Placement  Test  is  far
m o r e  t h a n  a
preliminary  screening.
I t  i s  a  c a r e f u l l y
designed  diagnostic
that  ensures  each
student  begins  their
reading  intervention
journey  at  the  right
point.  By  measuring
specific  skills  like
following  directions,
s e n t e n c e
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c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d
vocabulary  in  context,
the  test  provides  a
roadmap for instruction
that  is  both  efficient
and  effective.  When
used correctly, it builds
student  confidence,
saves  instructional
t ime,  and  leads  to
measurable  gains  in
r e a d i n g
comprehension.  For
educators  committed

to closing the reading
gap,  this  placement
test is an essential first
step.  With  accurate
p l a c e m e n t  a n d
c o n s i s t e n t
implementation  of  the
Corrective  Reading
program,  even  the
m o s t  s t r u g g l i n g
readers  can  develop
the  comprehension
ski l ls  they  need  to
succeed  across  al l
subjects.


