
How To Use A Straight Razor 1

How To Use A
Straight Razor

How To Use
A Straight
Razor

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com

by Wilcox & Dorsey

THE TIMELESS ART
OF STRAIGHT
RAZOR SHAVING: A
COMPLETE GUIDE

There  is  something
quietly  ceremonial
about  shaving  with  a
straight  razor.  It  is  a
practice  that  reaches
b a c k  c e n t u r i e s ,
connecting the modern
man  to  a  tradition  of
deliberate  grooming
t h a t  d e m a n d s
patience,  skill,  and
respect  for  the  tool.
While  cartridge  razors
and  electric  shavers
promise  speed  and
conven ience ,  the
straight  razor  offers

something  far  more
rewarding:  a  superior
shave, greater control,
a n d  a  r i t u a l  t h a t
transforms a mundane
morning  chore  into  a
mindful  experience.
Learning how to use a
straight  razor  may
seem daunting  at  first,
but  w i th  the  r ight
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d
technique, anyone can
master  th i s  t ime-
honored  art.
This guide will walk you
through every  step  of
the  stra ight  razor
shaving  process,  from
s e l e c t i n g  y o u r
e q u i p m e n t  t o
perfecting your stroke.
Whether  you  are  a
complete  beginner  or
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someone  looking  to
refine  your  skills,  the
information  below  will
help  you  achieve  a
close, comfortable, and
safe shave every time.

WHY CHOOSE A
STRAIGHT RAZOR?

Before  diving  into  the
technique,  it  is  worth
understanding  what
makes  straight  razor
shaving  so  special.  A
w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d
straight razor cuts hair
w i t h  a  s i n g l e ,
continuous blade edge,
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e
multiple  blades  found
in cartridge razors. This
reduces  irr itation,
prevents ingrown hairs,
a n d  d e l i v e r s  a n
exceptionally  close
shave.  Furthermore,
straight  razors  are
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
friendly—there  is  no
plastic  waste,  and  a
quality razor can last a
lifetime  with  proper

c a r e .  T h e  i n i t i a l
investment  is  higher,
but  the  long-term
savings and the quality
of  the  exper ience
make it worthwhile.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ANATOMY OF
A STRAIGHT
RAZOR

To use a straight razor
effectively,  you  must
first  understand  its
parts. A typical straight
razor  consists  of  the
following components:

The Blade:
Made of high-
carbon steel or
stainless steel.
The blade has a
cutting edge and
a spine, which is
the thicker,
unsharpened
back. The spine
guides the angle
of the blade
against your
skin.
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The Tang: The
narrow section
between the
blade and the
handle. This is
where you will
grip the razor,
often with your
thumb and
forefinger.
The Scales: The
handle, usually
made from wood,
bone, horn, or
synthetic
materials. Scales
protect the blade
when closed and
provide a
comfortable grip
during use.
The Pivot Pin:
The metal pin
that connects the
blade to the
scales, allowing
the razor to open
and close
smoothly.

Understanding  these
parts  wi l l  help  you
handle the razor safely

a n d  m a i n t a i n  i t
properly over time.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS
FOR STRAIGHT
RAZOR SHAVING

Learning how to use a
straight  razor  requires
more  than  just  the
razor itself. To achieve
a  smooth,  irritation-
free  shave,  you  will
need  a  few additional
items:

Strop: A leather
or canvas strop
used to realign
the blade edge
between shaves.
Stropping is
essential for
maintaining
sharpness and
prolonging the
life of the edge.
Shaving Brush:
A badger, boar,
or synthetic
brush helps
create a rich,
warm lather and
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lifts the hairs for
a closer shave.
Shaving Soap
or Cream: High-
quality shaving
soap produces a
thick, slick lather
that protects the
skin and allows
the blade to glide
smoothly.
Shaving Bowl
or Mug: Used to
build and hold
the lather.
Alum Block or
Aftershave:
Alum helps close
pores and soothe
minor nicks. A
good aftershave
balm moisturizes
and calms the
skin.
Towels and Hot
Water: Hot
towels or a warm
shower soften
the beard hair
and open the
pores before
shaving.

Having these items on
hand will set you up for
a  comfortable  and
successful  shave.

PREPARING YOUR
FACE AND RAZOR

Preparat ion  is  the
single  most  important
step  in  straight  razor
shaving.  Rushing  this
phase  wi l l  lead  to
irritation,  tugging,  and
potential cuts.

Step 1:
Soften
the Beard
Begin by washing your
face  with  warm water
and a gentle cleanser.
Then,  apply  a  hot ,
damp  towel  to  your
face  for  two  to  three
minutes. The heat and
moisture  soften  the
keratin  in  the  hair,
making it easier to cut.
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Alternatively,  shaving
immediately after a hot
shower  achieves  the
same  effect.

Step 2:
Build the
Lather
Soak  your  shaving
brush  in  warm  water
for  a  few  minutes.
Shake  off  the  excess
water,  then  swirl  the
brush  in  your  shaving
soap or apply a dollop
of cream to the brush.
Build  the  lather  in  a
bowl or directly on your
face.  The  goal  is  a
thick,  creamy  foam
with a slight sheen. A
good lather  should be
slick  enough  to  allow
the  razor  to  g l ide
without  dragging,  yet
d e n s e  e n o u g h  t o
protect  your  skin.

Step 3:
Strop the
Razor
Before each shave, you
must  strop  the  blade.
Th i s  r ea l i gns  the
microscopic  edge  and
removes any burrs. To
strop  correctly,  hold
the strop taut with one
hand.  With  the  other
hand, hold the razor by
the tang with the blade
facing away from you.
Place the spine of the
blade  flat  against  the
strop and gently draw
the  razor  toward  you,
flipping  the  blade  over
at the end so the spine
remains  in  contact.
Repeat this motion 15
to  20  t imes  on  the
leather  side,  then  10
times  on  the  canvas
side  if  your  strop  has
one.  Always  keep  the
blade  flat;  lifting  the
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edge  wi l l  dul l  i t  or
damage the strop.

THE SHAVING
TECHNIQUE: HOW
TO USE A
STRAIGHT RAZOR

Now that  your face is
prepared  and  your
blade is stropped, you
are  ready  to  shave.
Follow  these  steps
c a r e f u l l y ,  a n d
remember  that  slow,
controlled  movements
are always better than
quick, jerky ones.

Finding
the
Correct
Angle
The  ideal  blade  angle
is  approximately  30
degrees.  To  find  this
angle, place the spine
of the razor flat against

your skin, then tilt the
blade slightly until the
edge makes contact. If
the angle is too steep,
y o u  r i s k  c u t t i n g
yourself.  If  it  is  too
shallow, the blade will
not  cut  effectively  and
m a y  s k i p  o r  t u g .
Practice  finding  this
angle  on  the  back  of
your  hand  be fo re
attempting your face.

Gripping
the Razor
Hold the razor  by the
tang  between  your
thumb  and  first  two
fingers.  Your  grip
should  be  firm  but  not
tense.  The  remaining
fingers  rest  lightly  on
the  sca les ,  wh ich
should  remain  open
and  out  of  the  way.
Avoid  gripping  the
scales  themselves,  as
this  reduces  control.
For  different  areas  of
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the  face,  you  may
a d j u s t  y o u r  g r i p
slightly,  but  the  tang
should  always  be  the
p r i m a r y  p o i n t  o f
contact.

Stretchin
g the
Skin
One of the secrets to a
close,  nick-free  shave
is  keeping  the  skin
taut.  Use  your  free
hand  to  stretch  the
skin just ahead of the
razo r  s t r oke .  Fo r
example, when shaving
your  cheek,  pull  the
skin  upward  toward
y o u r  e a r .  W h e n
shaving your neck, tilt
your  head  back  and
s t r e t c h  t h e  s k i n
downward.  Taut  skin
presents  a  flat  surface
for the blade, reducing
the chance of cuts.

Shaving
with the
Grain
(First
Pass)
For  the  first  pass,
always  shave  in  the
d i r e c t i o n  o f  h a i r
growth.  This  is  called
"with the grain" and it
removes  the  bulk  of
t h e  h a i r  w h i l e
minimizing  irritation.
Make  short,  gentle
strokes,  about  one  to
two  inches  in  length.
Use  a  light  touch—let
the weight of the blade
do the work. Pulling or
pressing  down  wil l
cause  irritation  and
increase  the  risk  of
nicks.  Rinse the blade
frequently  in  warm
water to remove soap
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and hair buildup.

Shaving
Across
the Grain
(Second
Pass)
After  rinsing  off  the
remaining  lather  and
reapplying  a  fresh
layer, you can perform
a  second  pass  across
the grain.  This  means
shaving  perpendicular
to the direction of hair
growth.  Th is  pass
catches  the  hair  that
the  first  pass  missed
and  further  refines  the
shave.  Again ,  use
short, light strokes and
stretch  the  skin  as
needed.

Shaving
Against
the Grain
(Optional
Third
Pass)
An  against-the-grain
pass  prov ides  the
closest possible shave,
but  it  also carries the
h i g h e s t  r i s k  o f
irritation. Only attempt
this  i f  your  sk in  is
comfortable with it and
your technique is solid.
Use very short, precise
strokes and go slowly.
Many  experienced
straight  razor  users
stop at two passes and
achieve  a  perfectly
satisfactory  result.



How To Use A Straight Razor 9

9

SHAVING SPECIFIC
AREAS

Each area of  the face
requires  a  sl ightly
different  technique.
Here are some tips for
the  most  common
zones:

Cheeks: This is
the easiest area.
Use longer,
sweeping strokes
from the
sideburn down to
the jawline.
Upper Lip: This
area is tricky due
to the curvature
of the lip. Use a
diagonal stroke
starting from the
center of the lip
outward. Keep
the skin taut by
pressing your
upper lip against
your teeth.
Chin: The chin
has a
pronounced
curve. Use short,

rolling strokes to
follow the
contour. Stretch
the skin
downward over
the chin to
create a flatter
surface.
Neck: The neck
is sensitive and
the hair often
grows in multiple
directions. Map
your hair growth
patterns carefully
and shave
accordingly. Use
very short
strokes and keep
the skin
stretched firmly.

AFTERCARE:
CARING FOR YOUR
SKIN AND RAZOR

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
completed your shave,
rinse  your  face  with
cool water to close the
pores.  Pat  your  skin
d r y  w i t h  a  c l e a n
towel—do  not  rub.
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Apply an alum block to
any  nicks  or  areas  of
irritation;  it  will  sting
briefly  but  helps  stop
bleeding  and  soothes
the  skin.  Rinse  the
alum  off  after  30
seconds and apply  an
alcohol-free aftershave
balm  or  moisturizer.
This hydrates the skin
and  prevents  razor
burn.

Cleaning
and
Storing
Your
Straight
Razor
Proper maintenance is
critical  for  a  straight
razo r .  A f te r  each
shave, rinse the blade

thoroughly  with  warm
water and dry it with a
s o f t  c l o t h .  P a y
attention  to  the  pivot
area,  where  moisture
can  cause  rust.  Store
the razor in a dry place
with the blade slightly
o p e n  t o  a l l o w  a i r
circulation. Never store
it in a damp bathroom
cabinet.

Honing
and
Stropping
W h i l e  s t r o p p i n g
maintains  the  edge
be tween  shaves ,
honing  is  required  to
sharpen  a  dull  blade.
Depending  on  usage,
you may need to hone
your  razor  every  few
months.  This  is  best
done  wi th  a  water
s t o n e  o r  b y  a
professional sharpener.
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Do not attempt to hone
a blade without proper
knowledge,  as  it  can
ruin the edge.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even seasoned shavers
encounter  challenges.
Here  are  the  most
common  mistakes
when learning  how to
use  a  straight  razor,
along with solutions:

Using Too
Much Pressure:
Let the weight of
the razor guide
the stroke.
Pressing down
causes cuts and
irritation.
Incorrect
Angle: Too
steep and you
will cut yourself;
too shallow and
the blade will
skip. Stay around

30 degrees.
Not Stropping
Properly: A
poorly stropped
blade will feel
dull and tug.
Take your time
with each stroke
on the strop.
Skipping
Preparation: A
dry beard is a
resistant beard.
Always soften
the hair with
heat and a good
lather.
Rushing the
Shave: Straight
razor shaving is a
slow, deliberate
process. Allow
yourself at least
20 minutes for a
full shave.

FINAL THOUGHTS
ON STRAIGHT
RAZOR MASTERY

Learning how to use a
straight razor is not a
s k i l l  y o u  m a s t e r
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overnight.  It  takes
practice, patience, and
a  willingness  to  learn
from  small  mistakes.

But  the  rewards  are
considerable:  a  shave
t h a t  i s  c l o s e r ,
smoother,


