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INTRODUCTION:
THE MASTER OF
TWISTS AND
TALES

Roald Dahl is one of
the most beloved
children's authors of all
time, known for his
whimsical stories, dark
humor, and
unforgettable

characters. From the
giant peach that
carries James across
the Atlantic to the
chocolate rivers of
Willy Wonka's factory,
Dahl's imagination has
captured the hearts of
readers for
generations. But

behind the fantastical
worlds he created lies
a life as fascinating as
any of his stories. If
you are looking for
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl, you have
come to the right
place. This article
explores his
extraordinary life, his
unique writing habits,
and the surprising
stories behind his most
famous works.
Whether you are a
lifelong fan or new to
his books, these
insights will deepen
your appreciation for
the man who changed
children's literature
forever.



https://www.remodelicious.com/

BACKGROUND

A
Norwegia
n

Heritage
In Britain
Roald Dahl was born on
September 13, 1916, in
Llandaff, Wales, to
Norwegian parents. His
father, Harald Dahl,
and  mother, Sofie
Magdalene Hesselberg,
were immigrants who
instilled in him a strong
sense of Norwegian
identity. This heritage
would later influence
many of his stories,
particularly his
fondness for telling folk

tales and myths from
his ancestral

homelandEARLYddFEE AND

Dahl's middle name,
Roald, was the
surname of a famous
Norwegian explorer,
Roald Amundsen, the
first person to reach
the South Pole. One of
the most charming
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl is that he
spoke Norwegian at
home as a child and
often felt more
connected to Norway
than to Wales or
England.

A
Childhood
Marked

by
Tragedy
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and

Adventur

e

Dahl's early life was
not without hardship.
When he was only
three years old, his
seven-year-old sister,
Astri, died from
appendicitis. Just
weeks later, his father
passed away from
pneumonia at the age
of 57. These losses
profoundly shaped
Dahl's worldview and
later found echoes in
his stories, where
children often face
adversity and loss.
Despite these
tragedies, Dahl's
childhood was also
filled with adventure.
He attended boarding
schools, including the
infamous St. Peter's
School in Weston-

super-Mare and later
Repton School in
Derbyshire. At Repton,
Dahl and his
classmates were
occasionally given
chocolate bars to test

by Cadbury, the
confectionery
company. This

experience directly
inspired his most
famous invention: Willy
Wonka's chocolate
factory. One of the
less-known
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl is that he
always said he could
trace the idea for
Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory back
to those schoolboy
taste tests.

A CAREER BEYOND
WRITING

From




Fighter

publishing a story
about his crash in The
Saturday Evening Post.

P||O OVhat many people do

Spy

Before becoming a
writer, Dahl lived a life
of high adventure.
After finishing school,
he worked for the Shell
Petroleum Company in
Tanzania and later
joined the Royal Air
Force during World War
Il. As a fighter pilot, he
flew a Hawker
Hurricane and was
involved in the Battle
of Athens. In 1940, his
plane crash-landed in
the Libyan desert,
leaving him with
severe injuries to his
skull, spine, and hip.
He spent months
recovering in a hospital
in Alexandria, Egypt. It
was during this
recovery that he began
to write, initially

not know is that Dahl
also worked as a spy
during the war. He was
recruited by British
Intelligence as a
diplomat and sent to
Washington, D.C.,
where he used his
charm to influence
American public
opinion in favor of the
British war effort. He
even had an affair with
a wealthy heiress who
provided him with
information for his
espionage activities.
These are the kinds of
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl that make
his biography read like
a thriller.

The
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Accidenta

Children's

Author

Dahl did not begin his
career writing for
children. His first works
were dark, macabre
short stories for adults,
collected in books like
Someone Like You and
Switch Bitch. These
stories often feature
twisted endings, black
comedy, and a
fascination with cruelty
and revenge. It was
only later, when he had
children of his own,
that he turned to
writing for a younger
audience. His first
children's book, The
Gremlins, was
published in 1943 and
was inspired by his

time in the RAF.
However, it was James
and the Giant Peach
(1961) that truly
launched his career as
a children's author.
One of the most
surprising interesting
facts on Roald Dahl
is that he originally
wrote the final draft of
James and the Giant
Peach on a roll of
wallpaper because he
could not find a
notebook large enough
for his ideas.

WRITING HABITS
AND QUIRKS

The Shed
and the
Chair

Dahl was famously
particular about his
writing environment.
He wrote every day




from 10:00 AM to
12:00 PM and then
again from 4:00 PM to
6:00 PM. He worked in
a small, cluttered shed
at the bottom of his
garden in Great
Missenden,

Buckinghamshire. The
shed was cramped and
cold, but Dahl insisted
it was the only place
where he could
concentrate. He sat in
an old armchair, which
he had specially
modified with a board
that acted as a desk.
He also mummified his
feet inside a sleeping
bag to stay warm. On
top of his desk, he kept
a collection of oddities:
a ball of paper made
from used drafts of his
stories, a piece of his
own hipbone removed
during surgery, and a
sharpener full of
pencils. Dahl never
used a typewriter or
computer. He wrote all

his stories in pencil on
yellow legal pads. One
of the most endearing
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl is that he
always used a Dixon
Ticonderoga No. 2
pencil and would
sharpen six of them
before he began
writing each day.

The Art of
the
Revision

Dahl was not a writer
who trusted first drafts.
He believed strongly in
the power of revision.
He would write a first
draft and then set it
aside for weeks before
returning to it with
fresh eyes. He often
revised a single
sentence dozens of
times to get it exactly
right. He also relied
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heavily on his editor,
Stephen Roxburgh, and
his wife, Patricia Neal,
to provide feedback.
Dahl was known for
reading his stories
aloud to his children,
Olivia, Tessa, Theo,
and Lucy. If they
laughed, he kept the
line. If they looked
bored, he rewrote it.
This process ensured
that his writing always
had a childlike joy and
rhythm. Among the
many interesting
facts on Roald Dahl
is that he would
sometimes spend an
entire day working on
just one paragraph.

FAMOUS WORKS
AND THEIR HIDDEN
MEANINGS

Charlie

and the
Chocolate
Factory

Perhaps Dahl's most
iconic work, Charlie
and the Chocolate
Factory, was published
in 1964. The story of
Charlie Bucket and the
mysterious  Willy
Wonka has been
adapted into two major
films and countless
stage productions. But
the book is darker than
many readers realize.
Dahl wrote it as a
critique of greed and
selfishness. Each of the
spoiled

children—Augustus
Gloop, Violet
Beauregarde, Veruca
Salt, and Mike
Teavee—represents a
different vice. Even the
Oompa-Loompas,
which were originally



depicted as African
pygmies in early drafts,
underwent significant
changes due to
concerns about racial
stereotypes. Dahl later
revised the book in
1973 to make the
Oompa-Loompas
white-skinned and from
a fictional land called
Loompaland. One of
the most debated
interesting facts on
Roald Dahl is whether
Willy Wonka was based
on a real person. Dahl
never confirmed it, but
many scholars believe
Wonka was inspired by
the eccentric chocolate
makers of his time.

Matilda
and the
Power of

Reading

Matilda, published in
1988, is a celebration
of reading and
intelligence. The story
of a young girl with
telekinetic powers who
uses her wit to
overcome her abusive
parents and the
tyrannical

headmistress, Miss
Trunchbull, is one of
Dahl's most personal
works. Dahl himself
was an avid reader as
a child, and he
believed that books
were a way for children

to escape difficult
circumstances.
Matilda's love of

reading mirrors Dahl's
own childhood habit of
hiding in libraries. The
character of Miss
Honey was based on a
beloved teacher Dahl
had at school. A lesser-
known interesting
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fact on Roald Dahl is
that the first draft of
Matilda had a very
different ending.
Originally, Matilda used
her powers to rob a
bank to help Miss
Honey. But Dahl's
editor convinced him
that the ending was
too cynical, and Dahl
rewrote it to be more
uplifting.

The BFG

The BFG, or Big
Friendly Giant, was
dedicated to Dahl's
daughter Olivia, who
died from measles
encephalitis at age
seven. The story was
born from Dahl's desire
to create a gentle giant
who protects children
from the nightmares of
the world. The BFG
speaks in a unique
language called
"gobblefunk," which is
full of invented words

like "whizzpopping"
and "snozzcumber."
Dahl loved wordplay
and believed that
making up words was a
way to keep language
alive. One of the most
whimsical interesting
facts on Roald Dahl
is that he kept a
notebook full of
invented words, many
of which ended up in
The BFG.

PERSONAL LIFE
AND CHALLENGES

The
Family
Man

Dahl married the
American actress
Patricia Neal in 1953,
and they had five
children. Their
marriage was often
turbulent, partly due to




Dahl's demanding
personality and partly
due to the tragedies
they endured. In 1960,
their son Theo was hit
by a taxi in New York
City, leaving him with
severe hydrocephalus.
Dahl helped develop a
medical device called
the Wade-Dahl-Till
valve, which drained
fluid from the brain
and saved countless
children's lives. In
1962, their daughter

Olivia died from
measles. Dahl was
devastated and
became a vocal
advocate for

vaccination. In 1965,
Patricia Neal suffered a
series of strokes that
left her unable to
speak or walk. Dahl
spent months helping
her recover, teaching
her to speak again by
reading Shakespeare
aloud. These personal
struggles gave Dahl a

10

deep empathy for
children and families
facing hardship.
Among the most
emotional interesting
facts on Roald Dahl
is that he never fully
recovered from Olivia's
death and would visit
her grave every year
on her birthday.

Controver
sies and
Criticisms

Dahl's work has not
been without
controversy. In recent
years, some of his
books have been
criticized for their
depictions of race,
gender, and physical
appearance. For
instance, the Oompa-
Loompas and the
portrayal of the
"African" characters in
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Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory have
been called out for
their racial
stereotypes. Similarly,
characters like Miss
Trunchbull are often
described in ways that

mock larger body
types. Dahl's own
writing has been
described as
misogynistic and anti-
Semitic by some
critics. He made
several public

statements that were
widely condemned as
offensive. However,
many defenders argue
that Dahl's work should
be understood in the
context of his time and
that his stories
ultimately promote
values of kindness,
courage, and standing
up to bullies. These
controversies are
important interesting
facts on Roald Dahl
because they reflect
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how our understanding
of literature evolves
with society.

LEGACY AND
ADAPTATIONS

Films,
Musicals,
and More

Dahl's stories have
been adapted into
some of the most
beloved films of all
time. Willy Wonka &
the Chocolate Factory
(1971) starring Gene
Wilder, The Witches
(1990) with Anjelica
Huston, and Matilda
(1996) directed by
Danny DeVito are all
classics. More recently,
Steven Spielberg's The
BFG (2016) and the
two Wonka films (2023
and 2025) have
introduced Dahl's work
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to a new generation. Matilda the Musical,

There are also stage which won multiple

musicals, including Tony Awards. One of
the most
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