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INTRODUCTION:
THE MAN WHO
SPOKE FOR ASIA

In the annals of 20th-
century diplomacy, few
figures loom as large
as Carlos P. Romulo. A
man of extraordinary
talent and relentless
ambition, Romulo
carved a path from the
bustling streets of
Manila to the highest
corridors of global
power. He was a
journalist, a soldier, a
Pulitzer Prize winner,
and the first Asian
president of the United
Nations General
Assembly. His

biography is not
merely the story of one
man, but a narrative of
a continent finding its
voice on the world

stage. This article
explores the
fascinating life,
enduring

achievements, and
complex legacy of

Carlos P. Romulo, a
true titan of Philippine
and international
history. To understand
the geopolitics of the
post-war era, one must
first understand the life
of Carlos P. Romulo.

EARLY LIFE AND
FORMATIVE YEARS
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Humble
Begin
S in

Camiling

Carlos Penia Romulo
was born on January
14, 1899, in Camiling,
Tarlac, a province in
the Philippines. His
birth came at a pivotal
time, just as the
Philippines was
transitioning from
Spanish colonial rule to

American
administration. His
father, Gregorio

Romulo, was a local
official, and his mother,
Maria Pefa, instilled in
him a deep love for
language and learning.
Despite modest
means, the Romulo
household valued
education above all

else. Young Carlos was
an avid reader,
devouring books on
niﬂ‘qr literature, and
polit¥Cs. This
intellectual curiosity
would become the
bedrock of his future
career.

Education
and
American
Influence

Romulo’s educational
journey was marked by
excellence. He
attended the University
of the Philippines,
where he earned a
degree in liberal arts.
His  proficiency in
English was
remarkable, a skill that
would later make him a
bridge between the
East and the West. He
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pursued further studies
at Columbia University
in New York, where he
immersed himself in
American culture and
journalistic practices.
This period was crucial

in shaping his
worldview. He
understood that

communication was
the most powerful tool
in diplomacy. His
exposure to American
democracy and free
press would heavily
influence his later work
as a statesman.

THE JOURNALIST:
A VOICE OF
COURAGE

Rising
Through
the Ranks

Before he was a
diplomat, Carlos P.

Romulo was a
journalist. He began his
career as a reporter for
the Manila Times,
quickly rising to
become editor-in-chief.
His writing was sharp,
clear, and unafraid to
tackle tough subjects.
He later founded the
Philippines Herald,
which became one of
the most respected
newspapers in the
country. Romulo
believed that a free
press was essential for

a functioning
democracy, a principle
he defended

vehemently throughout
his life.

The
Pulitzer
Prize



Achievem
ent

In 1941, Romulo
achieved a landmark
feat: he was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize for
Correspondence. This
was a historic moment,
as it was the first time
a non-American had
won the prize in that
category. His series of
articles surveying the
political and military
landscape in Asia,
written on the eve of
World War I,
demonstrated

profound insight and
foresight. He warned of
Japanese aggression
and the fragility of

peace in the Pacific.
This accolade
cemented his

reputation as a world-
class journalist and
gave him a global
platform from which to

speak.

THE SOLDIER:
FIGHTING FOR
FREEDOM

Service
Under
General
MacArthu
.

When World War Il
erupted in the Pacific,
Romulo traded his
typewriter for a
uniform. He served as
a major, and later a
brigadier general, in
the Philippine Army. He
became a close aide to
General Douglas
MacArthur, serving as
his press officer and
personal confidant.
Romulo was with
MacArthur during the
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harrowing defense of
Bataan and the
subsequent withdrawal
to Australia. He was
one of the last men to
leave Corregidor, an
experience he
chronicled in his book
“I Saw the Fall of the
Philippines.”

The Voice
of the
Free
Philippine
S

During the Japanese
occupation, Romulo
became the voice of
the free Philippine
government. He
broadcast messages of
hope and resistance to
the Filipino people. His
loyalty to the United
States and  his

unwavering belief in
the Allied cause made
him a symbol of
defiance. He traveled
extensively, speaking
to audiences around

the world, rallying
support for the
liberation of his

country. His military
service was not
ceremonial; he
endured the same
hardships as his men,
earning their deep
respect.

THE DIPLOMAT:
SHAPING THE
POST-WAR WORLD

At the
United

Nations:
A




Founding
Father

Carlos P. Romulo was a
key figure in the
founding of the United
Nations in 1945. He
was a signatory to the

UN Charter,
representing the
Philippines. He

believed deeply in the
organization’s mission

to maintain
international peace
and security. He

famously argued that
the UN must not be a
club for great powers
alone, but a true
assembly of all nations,
large and small. His
eloquence and passion
earned him the
admiration of
delegates from around
the world.

President
of the
United
Nations
General
Assembly

In 1949, Romulo was
elected the fourth
President of the United
Nations General
Assembly, becoming
the first Asian to hold
this prestigious
position. His election
was a triumph not just
for the Philippines, but
for all decolonizing
nations. He used this
platform to advocate
for the rights of small
states, for peaceful
conflict resolution, and
for the principle of self-
determination. His
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tenure was marked by
a focus on human
rights and economic
development, issues
that remain central to
the UN today.

Addressin
g the

Cold War
Tensions

Throughout the 1950s
and 1960s, Romulo
was a prominent voice
in navigating the
treacherous waters of
the Cold War. He
walked a careful line,
maintaining strong ties
with the United States
while advocating for
Asian neutrality and
independence. He was
a fierce critic of
communism, but he
also cautioned against
Western imperialism.

He believed that Asia
must chart its own
course. His pragmatic
diplomacy made him a
respected figure in
both Washington and
the emerging capitals
of post-colonial Asia.

THE STATESMAN:
SERVICE TO THE
PHILIPPINES

Secretary
of
Foreign
Affairs

Romulo served as the
Secretary of Foreign
Affairs of the
Philippines for an
extraordinary 16 years,

spanning the
presidencies of
multiple

administrations. He
was the architect of



Philippine foreign
policy during a critical
period of nation-
building. He prioritized
strong relations with
the United States,
while also forging
closer ties with Japan,
its former occupier,
and other Southeast
Asian nations. He was
a driving force behind
the establishment of
the Association of
Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN),
recognizing the
importance of regional
solidarity.

Relations
with the
United
States

The relationship
between the
Philippines and the

United States was the
cornerstone of
Romulo’s foreign
policy. He negotiated
key agreements on
military bases,
economic aid, and
security cooperation.
He was a staunch ally,
but he was never a
sycophant. He
challenged American
policies when he felt
they were detrimental
to Philippine interests.
His ability to criticize
while remaining a
friend was a testament
to his diplomatic skill.
He understood that a
strong partnership
required honesty and
mutual respect.

Advocacy
for Asian
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Unity

Beyond  bilateral
relations, Romulo was
a passionate advocate
for Asian unity. He
believed that the
fragmented nations of
Asia could only prosper
if they worked
together. He pushed
for economic
cooperation, cultural
exchange, and political
consultation. His vision
helped lay the
groundwork for the
modern ASEAN
community. He often
said that the 20th
century was the
century of the Atlantic,
but the 21st would
belong to the Pacific, a
prediction that rings
true today.

LITERARY
CONTRIBUTIONS
AND LEGACY

Prolific
Author
and
Essayist

Carlos P. Romulo was a
prolific writer. Beyond
his journalism, he
authored over 20
books, including
memoirs, histories, and
political analyses.
Works like “Mother
America,” “The
Meaning of Bandung,”
and “I Walked with
Heroes” remain
valuable texts for
understanding mid-
century geopolitics. His
writing style was
accessible yet
profound, blending
personal anecdote with
historical insight. He
made complex
international issues



understandable to the
average reader.

Awards
and
Internatio
nal
Recogniti
on

The list of honors
bestowed upon Romulo
is staggering. He
received dozens of
honorary degrees from
universities around the
world. He was awarded
numerous military and
civilian decorations
from the Philippines,
the United States,
Korea, Japan, and
many other nations. In
1980, he was named a
National Artist of the

10

Philippines for
Literature and Social
Sciences, the highest
recognition his country
could bestow. His face
once appeared on the
cover of Time
magazine, symbolizing
his global stature.

Personal
Life and

Character

Those who knew
Romulo described him
as a man of immense
charm, wit, and
energy. He was known
for his stylish
demeanor—immaculat
ely dressed, often
sporting a signature
cigar. He was a master
of the English
language, capable of
moving audiences to
tears or laughter with
equal ease. He married

10
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his wife, Beth, in 1925,
and they had two sons.
Despite his global
commitments, he
remained deeply
connected to his
Filipino roots. He was a
man of contradictions:
a fierce nationalist who
spent much of his life
abroad, an optimist
who had seen the
worst of war, and a
realist who never
stopped dreaming of a
better world.

LATER YEARS AND
ENDURING LEGACY

Final
Years and
Passing

In his later years,
Romulo remained
active in public life,
serving as President of
the University of the

Philippines and as a
minister of foreign
affairs. He continued to
write and speak on
global affairs until his
health began to
decline. Carlos P.
Romulo passed away
on December 15, 1985,
at the age of 86. His
death marked the end
of an era, but his
influence did not fade.
He was given a state
funeral, and nations
around the world paid
tribute to his life of
service.

Why His
Story
Matters
Today

In an age of rising

nationalism and
complex global
challenges, the



biography of Carlos P.
Romulo offers timeless
lessons. He
demonstrated that
diplomacy is not about
domination, but about
dialogue. He showed
that a small nation
could have a big voice
if it spoke with
conviction and
intelligence. His belief
in multilateralism, in
the power of
international

institutions like the
United Nations,
remains profoundly
relevant. He was a true
cosmopolitan, a man
who loved his country
deeply but understood
that humanity shares a
common destiny.

His life is a testament
to the power of
education, the
importance of a free
press, and the courage
to stand up for one's
principles. For students
of history, for aspiring

12

diplomats, and for
anyone who believes in
the possibility of a
more peaceful world,
the life of Carlos P.
Romulo serves as an
enduring inspiration.
He was, in every sense,
a hero of his time, and
his voice continues to
echo through the halls
of history.

CONCLUSION: A
LEGACY OF
LEADERSHIP AND
VISION

The biography of
Carlos P. Romulo is
more than a historical
account; it is a
blueprint for principled
leadership. From his
early days as a Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist

to his historic
presidency of the UN
General Assembly,

Romulo dedicated his
life to bridging divides
and advancing the
cause of peace. He was

12
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a soldier, a scholar,
and a statesman. He
used his pen and his
voice to fight for
freedom and dignity.
As we navigate the
complexities of the
modern world, we
would do well to
remember his vision—a
world where dialogue
prevails over conflict,

13

where small nations
have a seat at the
table, and where
heroes are made not
by birth, but by
conviction. His story is
a proud chapter in the
history of the
Philippines and a
luminous example for
all humanity.



