
What Is A Resolution In A Story 1

What Is A Resolution In A Story

What Is A Resolution In A Story

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com by Cayden &

Korbin

WHAT IS A RESOLUTION IN A STORY?
UNDERSTANDING THE FINAL PIECE OF THE
NARRATIVE PUZZLE

Every compelling story takes its audience on a journey—through
tension,  conflict,  and  emotional  highs  and  lows.  But  no  matter
how thrilling the ride, readers will  always look for a satisfying
sense of closure. That closure comes in the form of the story’s
resolution.  But what is a resolution in a story  exactly? In
simple terms, a resolution is the final part of the narrative where
the  central  conflict  is  resolved,  loose  ends  are  tied  up,  and  the
characters reach a new state of equilibrium. It is the moment
when the story breathes its last sigh, leaving the reader with a
feeling  of  completeness—or,  in  some  cases,  purposeful
ambiguity.
Understanding narrative resolution is essential for both readers
who want  to  analyze  literature  and writers  who aim to  craft
memorable endings. In this article, we will explore every facet of
the story resolution, from its role in classic plot structures to its
various  forms  and  functions.  Whether  you  are  a  student  of

literature,  an aspiring author,  or simply a curious reader,  this
guide will help you appreciate the art of the ending.

The Role of Resolution in
Story Structure
To fully understand what a resolution in a story is, we must first
place it within the larger framework of narrative structure. Most
stories  follow  a  familiar  arc,  often  described  using  Gustav
Freytag’s  pyramid.  This  model  includes  five  stages:  exposition,
rising  action,  climax,  falling  action,  and  denouement.  The
resolution  corresponds  closely  to  the  denouement—the  point
after the climax where the story unwinds and the consequences
of the climax become clear.
The resolution serves several key purposes:

Providing closure – It answers the story’s central
question, whether that involves a character’s fate, the
outcome of a conflict, or the restoration of order.
Showing character growth – By the resolution,
characters have typically undergone a transformation. The
ending often reflects how they have changed.
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Releasing tension – The climax delivers the highest point
of suspense; the resolution lets the reader breathe and
process what has happened.
Offering a final theme or message – Many resolutions
reinforce the story’s core theme, giving the audience
something to ponder after the final page.

It is important to note that while all stories have a resolution of
some  kind,  not  all  resolutions  are  created  equal.  Some  are
explicit and neat, while others are open and leave interpretation
to the reader.

Resolution vs. Climax vs.
Falling Action: What’s the
Difference?
One common source of confusion is the distinction between the
resolution, the climax, and the falling action. Many people use
these terms loosely, but each has a distinct role in the narrative
arc.
The climax is the turning point—the moment of highest tension
where  the  central  conflict  comes  to  a  head.  For  example,  in  a
mystery  novel,  the  climax  might  occur  when  the  detective
confronts  the murderer.  The outcome of  that  confrontation is
unknown until the climax concludes.
The falling action follows the climax and shows the immediate

aftermath. It is a transitional phase where characters deal with
the repercussions of the climax. In many stories, the falling action
is brief.
The  resolution  is  the  final  stage,  occurring  after  the  falling
action. It shows the “new normal” for the characters. If the falling
action is like cleaning up after a storm, the resolution is the calm,
sunny day that follows. For instance, after the detective solves
the crime (climax) and processes the arrest (falling action), the
resolution  might  show  the  detective  reflecting  on  justice  while
having  coffee  at  home.  That  quiet  moment  is  the  resolution.
So, when asking what is a resolution in a story, think of it as
the  final  destination,  not  the  last  exciting  twist.  It  is  where  the
story settles into its final shape.

Types of Story Resolutions
Not all resolutions look the same. Authors choose different types
of endings to match the tone, genre, and themes of their stories.
Below are the most common categories of narrative resolution.

1. HAPPY RESOLUTION (CLOSED ENDING)
This  is  the  classic  “happily  ever  after”  ending.  All  conflicts  are
resolved  positively,  and  the  characters’  futures  look  bright.
Romance novels,  children’s  fairy  tales,  and many mainstream
blockbusters rely on happy resolutions to give audiences a sense
of  satisfaction.  For  example,  in  Harry  Potter  and the Deathly
Hallows,  the  resolution  shows Harry  and his  friends  older,  at
peace, and sending their own children off to Hogwarts.
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2. TRAGIC RESOLUTION

A tragic resolution ends in sorrow, failure, or death. The central
conflict is resolved, but not in a way that benefits the protagonist.
Shakespeare’s tragedies provide some of the most famous tragic
resolutions—think of Romeo and Juliet, where the lovers’ deaths
end the feud. Tragic resolutions often leave the reader with a
sense of catharsis rather than joy.

3. AMBIGUOUS RESOLUTION

In an ambiguous resolution, some questions are left unanswered.
The reader is not entirely sure what will  happen next,  or the
moral of the story remains open to interpretation. This type of
resolution is common in literary fiction and psychological thrillers.
For instance, the ending of The French Lieutenant’s Woman offers
multiple  possible  resolutions,  forcing  the  reader  to  choose.
Ambiguous  endings  can  be  powerful  because  they  invite  the
audience to engage and imagine.

4. OPEN-ENDED RESOLUTION

Similar to ambiguous endings, open-ended resolutions leave the
story  unfinished  in  some  way.  However,  the  openness  is  often
more about the plot than the theme. A cliffhanger is an extreme
form of an open-ended resolution—the story cuts off just before a
major event, intended to hook readers for a sequel. Series like
The Hunger Games use open endings between books to maintain
suspense.

5. CIRCULAR RESOLUTION

Also known as a “return to beginning,” a circular resolution ends
where the story started. The protagonist might end up in the
same physical place or emotional state, but with new wisdom. For
example,  The  Catcher  in  the  Rye  ends  with  Holden  Caulfield
watching  his  sister  on  a  carousel,  echoing  earlier  themes  of
childhood and innocence. The resolution feels both familiar and
transformed.

Why Resolution Matters for
Reader Satisfaction
When  readers  finish  a  book  or  film,  the  resolution  is  the  last
impression they carry. A poorly executed resolution can ruin an
otherwise brilliant  story,  while  a  masterful  one can elevate a
mediocre narrative. Understanding what is a resolution in a
story is not just an academic exercise—it has real implications
for how audiences experience a work.
An effective resolution does several things:

Honors the story’s promise – From the beginning, a
story sets up expectations. A good resolution delivers on
those promises. If a story is about a hero defeating evil, the
resolution should show that victory and its aftermath.
Feels earned – Readers can sense when an ending is
forced or convenient. The best resolutions arise naturally
from the characters’ actions and the story’s logic.
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Provides emotional payoff – Whether the ending is
happy or sad, it should stir emotions. The resolution is the
final opportunity to make the reader laugh, cry, or reflect.
Reflects the theme – A strong resolution reinforces what
the story was really about. It offers insight into the human
condition.

Think  of  the  resolution  as  the  final  chord  of  a  symphony.  If  the
notes clash, the entire performance feels off. But if they ring true,
the music—and the story—lingers long after the last sound fades.

Examples of Memorable
Resolutions in Literature
and Film
To solidify your understanding of story resolution, let’s look at a
few well-known examples across different media.

1. TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD BY HARPER LEE

The climax occurs when Atticus Finch faces the mob at the jail,
and the trial concludes. The falling action includes Bob Ewell’s
threats.  The  resolution  comes  when  Scout  walks  Boo  Radley
home and finally  sees the world  from his  perspective.  The story
ends with Atticus tucking Scout into bed, a moment of peace and
moral clarity.

2. INCEPTION (2010 FILM DIRECTED BY CHRISTOPHER
NOLAN)
The entire film builds toward Dom Cobb’s desire to return to his
children.  The  climax  involves  multiple  dream  layers.  The
resolution is famously ambiguous: Cobb spins his totem top, and
the  film  cuts  before  we  see  if  it  falls.  The  audience  is  left  to
decide whether Cobb is in reality or a dream. This open-ended
resolution sparks endless debate—a testament to its power.

3. THE GREAT GATSBY BY F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

After Gatsby’s death and the collapse of his dream, the resolution
comes in Nick Carraway’s final reflection: “So we beat on, boats
against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.” The
resolution is melancholic and philosophical,  tying together the
themes of ambition, illusion, and the American Dream.

4. STAR WARS: EPISODE IV – A NEW HOPE

This is a classic happy resolution. After the dramatic attack on
the Death Star (climax), the falling action shows the debris and
celebration. The resolution is the medal ceremony where Luke,
Han, and Chewbacca are honored. The triumph is complete, and
the  story  ends  on  a  high  note—though  we  know  the  larger
conflict continues in sequels.
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Tips for Writers: How to
Craft a Powerful Resolution
If you are a writer, learning what is a resolution in a story is
crucial for creating satisfying endings. Here are some practical
guidelines to help you land the finale with confidence.

Know your ending before you write. While some1.
writers prefer organic discovery, having a clear resolution
in mind helps you plant seeds throughout the story. The
ending should feel like a natural outgrowth of everything
that came before.
Keep it proportional. A resolution doesn’t need to be2.
long. In fact, dragging out the ending can diminish its
impact. A few paragraphs or a final chapter often suffice.
The key is to provide just enough closure.
Show, don’t tell. Instead of explaining that the character3.
is at peace, show them in a quiet moment that implies
resolution. Use imagery, dialogue, and action to convey
change.
Avoid deus ex machina. A resolution that relies on an4.
unlikely savior or a last-minute revelation can feel cheap.
The conflict should be solved by the protagonist’s choices
or by consequences that were already set in motion.

Consider your genre. Romances typically require happy5.
endings; tragedies do not. Mysteries need a resolution that
reveals the culprit. Horror may leave a sliver of ongoing
threat. Respect the conventions of your genre unless you
have a deliberate reason to subvert them.
End with resonance. The final lines of your story should6.
echo in the reader’s mind. A strong resolution often
includes a callback to an earlier line, a revelation, or an
image that encapsulates the theme.

Common Pitfalls in Story
Resolutions
Even experienced writers sometimes stumble when reaching the
end. Being aware of common mistakes can help you avoid them.

Too tidy – If every little subplot is wrapped up in a neat
bow, the resolution can feel artificial. Real life leaves some
questions unanswered, and fiction can too.
Too abrupt – A resolution that comes out of nowhere or
ends the story mid-thought can frustrate readers. Give the
story room to breathe after the climax.
Rushing – Writers who are eager to finish sometimes
condense the resolution into


