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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF
“BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST” ON PIANO

There are few melodies
in the Disney songbook
a s  i n s t a n t l y
recogn izab le  and
emotionally  resonant
as  the  main  theme
from  Beauty  and  the
Beast.  Composed  by
Alan Menken with lyrics
by  the  late  Howard
Ashman, this piece has
b e c o m e  a  r i t e  o f
passage for pianists of
all  ages.  Whether  you
are  a  beginner  taking
your  first  steps  into
playing  by  ear  or  an

intermediate  player
looking  to  refine  your
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,
mastering the Beauty
A n d  T h e  B e a s t
c h o r d s  p i a n o
ar rangement  i s  a
deep ly  reward ing
journey.  The  song’s
s t r u c t u r e  i s  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
harmonic  storytelling,
m o v i n g  f r o m  a
tentative,  mysterious
o p e n i n g  t o  a
triumphant,  sweeping
conclusion.  In  this
guide,  we  will  break
down  the  essential
chord  progressions,
discuss  the  harmonic
choices  that  give  the
s o n g  i t s  u n i q u e
character, and provide

https://www.remodelicious.com/


2

2 Beauty And The Beast Chords
Piano

2022-08-10

y o u  w i t h  a  c l e a r
roadmap  to  playing
this  timeless  classic
with  confidence  and
feeling.

THE HARMONIC
FOUNDATION:
MORE THAN JUST A
LOVE SONG

Before we dive into the
specific fingerings,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
w h y  t h e  c h o r d
progression  of  this
song  works  so  well.
The piece is written in
the key of F major for
the verses, which then
modulates  up  a  half-
step to G-flat major for
the  climactic  chorus
and  finale.  This  key
change is arguably one
of the most famous in
pop  music  history.  It
lifts  the  entire  song,
s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e
transformation  from
awkwardness and fear
i n t o  p u r e ,
unadulterated  love.

When  you  learn  the
Beauty  And  The
Beast  chords  piano
arrangement,  you  are
not just learning notes;
you  are  learning  a
narrative. The left hand
typically  handles  the
root  notes and simple
chord  voicings,  while
the  right  hand carries
the  iconic  melody.
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
c o n t e m p o r a r y
arrangements  move
the  chords  into  the
right  hand  as  block
cho rds  o r  b roken
arpeggios while the left
hand  plays  a  walking
bass  l ine  or  s ingle
notes.  This  creates  a
fuller,  more  satisfying
sound  for  solo  piano
performance.

Key
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Signature
and Basic
Chord
Family
(Key of F

Major)
T o  s t a r t ,  l e t  u s
e s t a b l i s h  t h e
fundamental  chords
you  wi l l  need.  In  F
major,  the  primary
chords (I,  IV, V) are F
major,  B-flat  major,
and C major. However,
Beauty  and  the  Beast
uses several secondary
d o m i n a n t s  a n d
diminished  chords  to
create  tension  and
release.  The  most
important  chords  to
practice  initially  are:

F major (F - A -

C): The tonic, or
home chord.
B-flat major
(Bb - D - F): The
subdominant,
providing a
sense of
movement.
C major (C - E -
G): The
dominant,
creating tension
that resolves
back to F.
D minor (D - F -
A): The relative
minor, adding a
touch of
melancholy.
G minor (G - Bb
- D): The
supertonic, often
used in the
song’s more
introspective
moments.
C7 (C - E - G -
Bb): The
dominant
seventh, crucial
for the bluesy,
longing feeling in
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the verse.

Once  you  have  these
shapes  memorized,
you  w i l l  have  the
vocabulary to play 90%
of the verse section.

BREAKING DOWN
THE ICONIC
INTRODUCTION

The intro is deceptively
simple  but  sets  the
entire mood. It  begins
on  a  single  repeated
note (F) before opening
u p  i n t o  t h e  m a i n
theme.  When  playing
the Beauty And The
Beast  chords  piano
intro,  think  of  it  as  a
question.  The  first
phrase  ends  on  a  C7
chord,  which  asks,
“What happens next?”
The answer comes with
the  resolution  to  F
m a j o r .  A  c l a s s i c
mistake  beginners
make  is  playing  this
section too quickly. Let
the  tension  breathe.

Use  the  sustain  pedal
to connect the notes of
the broken chords, but
lift it slightly just after
the  chord  change  to
avoid a muddy sound.
A  good  exercise  is  to
play just the root notes
of the chords in the left
hand  (F,  Bb,  C,  Dm,
G m ,  C 7 )  w h i l e
humming  the  melody.
Th is  w i l l  he lp  you
i n t e r n a l i z e  t h e
harmon ic  rhy thm
before  adding  the  full
voicings.

Practical
Voicings
for the
Left Hand
Many pianists  find  that
playing simple triads in
the  left  hand  sounds
too  blocky  for  this
delicate song. Instead,
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t r y  u s i n g  o p e n
voicings.  For example,
instead of playing F-A-
C ,  p lay  F  and  C  (a
perfect fifth) in the left
hand, and let the right
hand  play  the  A  (the
third)  as  part  of  the
melody.  This  avoids  a
“clunky”  sound  and
mimics  the  orchestral
arrangement. This is a
professional  technique
that  immedia te ly
elevates  your  Beauty
A n d  T h e  B e a s t
c h o r d s  p i a n o
performance. For the D
minor  chord,  omit  the
D in the left hand and
just  play  F  and  A,  or
play a D and A (a fifth).
E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
leaving  out  the  root
note  entirely  on  the
second  invers ion
chords  to  create  a
floating,  ethereal
texture.

NAVIGATING THE

VERSE AND PRE-
CHORUS

The  ve r se ,  wh i ch
begins  with  the  lyric
“Tale as old as time,”
is  where  the  Beauty
A n d  T h e  B e a s t
c h o r d s  p i a n o
arrangement shows its
t r u e  c o l o r s .  T h e
progression moves in a
very melodic, stepwise
fashion. It  often starts
on F major, moves to G
minor  (ii  chord),  then
to C7 (V7), and back to
F.  This  simple  ii-V-I
progression  is  the
backbone  of  jazz  and
Broadway  harmony.
The  pre-chorus  (the
sect ion  where  the
m u s i c  b u i l d s )
introduces  a  more
u r g e n t  h a r m o n i c
motion.  Here,  you will
encounter  diminished
chords like B-dim (B-D-
F) which act as passing
chords  to  create  a
chromatic  ascending
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bass line. For example,
y o u  m i g h t  s e e  F
followed  by  F#dim,
t h e n  G m .  T h i s
chromatic  movement
a d d s  a  s e n s e  o f
urgency  and  longing
that  perfectly  sets  up
the  re lease  of  the
c h o r u s .  W h e n
practicing this section,
isolate  the  left-hand
bass line. Play just the
roots: F, F#, G, then C.
This chromatic walk is
a  h a l l m a r k  o f
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
songwrit ing  and  is
essential  to  capture
the  song’s  emotion.

The
Magic of
the Key
Change
At the end of the pre-
chorus, the music lifts.

The chord progression
lands  on  a  C7  chord,
but instead of resolving
to F, the song suddenly
jumps  up  a  half-step.
This is the modulation
to  G-flat  major  (Gb).  If
you  are  playing  an
easy Beauty And The
Beast  chords  piano
version,  you  might
s i m p l y  c a p o  o r
transpose.  But  for  an
authentic performance,
you need to learn the
G b  m a j o r  c h o r d
shapes. Gb major is a
barre chord (Gb - Bb -
Db).  The  B-flat  minor
chord (Bbm) and the D-
flat  major  chord  (Db)
become  important
he re .  The  cho rus
progress ion  in  Gb
major  is  a  triumphant
cycle,  often  moving
from Gb to Db/F, then
to Ebm, and resolving
back  to  Gb.  This  key
change is  not  just  for
v o c a l i s t s ;  i t  i s  a
harmonic  narrative
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device.  The  brighter
key  signature  sounds
intr ins ical ly  more
hopeful. When you play
this  section,  increase
your  dynamic  level.
The  le f t  hand  can
b e c o m e  m o r e
rhythmic,  perhaps
playing a stronger root
n o t e  o r  a  w i d e r
arpeggio.  This  is  the
climax of the story, and
your  playing  should
reflect  that.

ADVANCED CHORD
SUBSTITUTIONS
AND
EMBELLISHMENTS

For  intermediate  and
advanced  players,  the
basic chords can feel a
l i t t le  bare.  To  add
depth to your Beauty
A n d  T h e  B e a s t
c h o r d s  p i a n o
performance,  consider
u s i n g  c h o r d
subst i tut ions.  For
instance,  instead  of  a
simple G minor chord,

try a G minor 9 (G - Bb
- D - F - A). This adds a
lush,  jazz-like  quality.
Instead  of  a  straight
C7, use C7sus4 (C - F -
G  -  B b )  b e f o r e
resolving  to  C7.  This
de lay  o f  the  th i rd
creates  a  beautiful,
y e a r n i n g  s o u n d .
Another  fantast ic
technique is the use of
a  pedal  tone.  Keep
your left hand on a low
F  key  (or  a  low  Gb)
w h i l e  t h e  c h o r d s
change  above  it.  This
creates  a  drone  effect
t h a t  s o u n d s  v e r y
c i n e m a t i c  a n d
d r a m a t i c .  I t  i s
particularly  effective  in
the intro and the outro.
Try  holding  down  the
sustain  pedal  while
playing  a  very  slow,
arpeggiated version of
the chord progression.
T h e  o v e r l a p p i n g
harmonies will create a
wash of  sound that is
both  beautiful  and
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educational.

Rhythmic
Variation
s and
Style
Not every performance
of  this  song  needs  to
be  in  strict  4/4  time.
The  original  version
features  a  noticeable
rubato  (a  flexible,
push-and-pull  tempo).
When you practice the
Beauty  And  The
Beast  chords  piano
piece,  try  playing  the
melody slightly behind
the beat. This creates a
lazy,  romantic  feel.  In
the  chorus,  you  can
adopt a more rhythmic,
“rock-ballad”  feel  by
playing  the  chords  as
eighth-note  b lock
chords on beats 1 and
3, or by using a broken

rhythm  pattern  (e.g.,
long-short-long-short in
the left hand). Think of
the  stylistic  difference
between  a  classical
pianist  playing  the
p i ece  abso lu te l y
straight  versus  a  pop
pianist  swinging  it
slightly. Both are valid.
The best approach is to
l i s t e n  t o  s e v e r a l
versions—the  original
Disney  recording,  the
live orchestral version,
and even instrumental
covers—and  decide
which  rhythmic  feel
speaks  to  you.  Your
interpretation  should
be  your  own.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even seasoned players
fall  into  a  few  traps
when  learning  this
piece. One of the most
common mistakes with
the Beauty And The
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Beast  chords  piano
arrangement  is  poor
voice  leading.  Voice
leading  refers  to  how
smoothly  the  notes
move  from one  chord
to the next. Beginners
often jump their  hand
all  over  the  keyboard
b e t w e e n  c h o r d s ,
creating  a  jarr ing,
disjointed  sound.  The
so lu t ion  i s  to  use
i n v e r s i o n s .  F o r
example, when moving
f rom  F  ma jo r  t o  D
minor, keep your pinky
on  the  F  and  your
thumb on the C.  Only
t h e  m i d d l e  n o t e
changes  from A  to  F.
T h i s  k e e p s  t h e
connection  smooth.
Another common error
i s  neg lec t i ng  the
dynamics.  The  verse
should  be  pianissimo
(very soft), almost like
a  secret.  The  chorus
should be forte (loud),
but not harsh. Use the
soft pedal (una corda)

for the intro and verse
to  achieve  a  veiled,
mysterious  sound.
Re lease  i t  fo r  the
chorus  to  let  the  full,
bright tone of the piano
ring out. Lastly, do not
rush  the  rests.  The
rests  in  this  song are
just  as  important  as
the  notes.  They  are
moments  of  silence
where  the  emotion  of
the  previous  chord
resonates.  Let  them
breathe.

CONCLUSION:
MAKING THE SONG
YOUR OWN

Learning  to  play  the
Beauty  And  The
Beast  chords  piano
arrangement  is  far
more than a technical
exe r c i se .  I t  i s  an
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
harmony, emotion, and
n a r r a t i v e .  B y
understanding  the
f u n c t i o n  o f  e a c h
chord—the  tension  of
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the  dominant ,  the
release  of  the  tonic,
the  l i f t  o f  the  key
change—you transform
yourself  from  a  note-
r e a d e r  i n t o  a
s toryte l le r .  S tar t
slowly.  Master  the  F
major  section  until  it
feels  natural  before
touching the Gb major
modulation.  Use  the
pedal  sparingly  and
listen to the overtones.
E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
voicings  and  rhythmic

freedom.  The  goal  is
not  to  play  the  notes
perfectly  on  the  first
try,  but  to  feel  the
story  unfolding  under
your  fingers.  Whether
you are playing for an
audience or simply for
yourself, this song has
the power to transport
both  you  and  your
listener  to  a  place  of
wonder. So sit down at
the  piano,  find  your
middle  F,  and  let  the
beauty begin.


