
Dialogue Writing Examples 1

Dialogue Writing Examples

Dialogue Writing Examples

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com by Finley &

Farrell

INTRODUCTION: THE ART OF SPOKEN WORDS ON THE
PAGE

Dialogue  is  the  heartbeat  of  narrative  writing.  It  is  where
characters  breathe,  clash,  whisper,  and  reveal  their  deepest
truths. Whether you are crafting a novel, a screenplay, a short
story, or even a business script, the ability to write authentic and
compelling  dialogue  separates  a  memorable  piece  from  a
forgettable one. But mastering dialogue takes practice, and one
of  the  best  ways  to  learn  is  by  studying  dialogue  writing
examples. These examples show you how punctuation, rhythm,
subtext,  and  character  voice  come  together  to  create
conversations  that  feel  real  and  purposeful.  In  this
comprehensive guide, we will explore what makes dialogue work,
break  down multiple  examples  from different  genres,  and  equip
you with practical techniques to elevate your own writing.

WHY STUDYING DIALOGUE WRITING EXAMPLES
MATTERS

Reading examples of effective dialogue is like watching a master

chef at work. You see the ingredients—the choice of words, the
pauses,  the  interruptions—and  how they  blend  to  produce  a
satisfying  result.  For  writers,  analyzing  dialogue  writing
examples helps internalize the mechanics of conversation. You
learn how to show a character’s personality through their speech
patterns, how to build tension without exposition, and how to
keep  readers  turning  pages.  Moreover,  examples  provide  a
benchmark. When you see how expertly crafted dialogue moves
a  plot  forward,  you  can  compare  your  own  efforts  and  identify
areas  for  improvement.  Whether  you  are  a  beginner  or  a
seasoned  writer,  revisiting  strong  dialogue  samples  sharpens
your  ear  for  natural  speech  and  your  eye  for  purposeful
storytelling.

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF STRONG DIALOGUE

Before diving into specific examples, it’s important to understand
the building blocks that  make dialogue effective.  Great  dialogue
is  never  just  chit-chat.  I t  serves  mult iple  functions
simultaneously.

Reveals character: Every line should reflect the speaker’s
background, emotions, and motivations.
Advances the plot: Dialogue should either provide new
information, create conflict, or push characters toward a
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decision.
Creates subtext: Often what is left unsaid matters more
than the words spoken. Subtext adds depth and realism.
Maintains pacing: Short, snappy exchanges create
urgency; longer speeches can slow the narrative for
reflection or exposition.
Sounds authentic: Real speech is messy—filled with
interruptions, fragments, and filler words. But too much
realism can bore readers. The writer must balance
authenticity with readability.

By examining dialogue writing examples that do these things
well, you can train your own instincts to produce lines that work
hard for your story.

TYPES OF DIALOGUE: DIRECT, INDIRECT, AND
SCREENED

Dialogue can be categorized into a few broad types, each serving
a  different  narrative  purpose.  Understanding  these  helps  you
choose  the  right  format  for  the  moment.

Direct Dialogue
This is the most familiar form: characters speaking directly to
each other, enclosed in quotation marks. It brings the reader into
the scene in real time. Example from literature:
“Do you think I’m stupid?” she asked.
“I think you’re clever enough to ask dangerous questions.”

Notice  the  tension.  The  characters  are  not  just  exchanging
information; they are sparring. Direct dialogue makes the conflict
immediate.

Indirect Dialogue (or
Reported Speech)
In indirect dialogue, a narrator summarizes what was said. This is
useful  for  speeding  past  less  important  conversations.  For
instance:
He told her he would be late, and she didn’t seem to care.
Indirect dialogue compresses time and emotion. Use it when the
exact words are less important than the outcome.

Screened (or Filtered)
Dialogue
This is common in film scripts and some fiction, where dialogue is
presented without quotation marks, often with a colon or dash.
While less common in prose, it can create a stripped, modern
feel. However, for most narrative writing, direct dialogue remains
the  standard.  Studying  dialogue  writing  examples  across
these  types  shows  you  when  to  switch  between  them  for
maximum impact.
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DIALOGUE WRITING EXAMPLES FROM FICTION

Example 1: Subtext and
Unspoken Tension
From a domestic drama: A husband and wife sit at a kitchen
table. He has just lost his job.
“The car needs new tires,” she says, not looking up from her
coffee.
“I know.”
“The school called. The fee is due Friday.”
“I’ll handle it.”
She finally meets his eyes. “How?”
He doesn’t answer.
In  this  example,  the dialogue is  deceptively  simple.  The wife
never mentions the job loss directly, but the subtext is clear. The
short  sentences  mirror  the  tension.  The  pause  after  “How?”
speaks volumes. This is a classic dialogue writing example of
showing conflict through what is hinted at.

Example 2: Character Voice
Through Dialect and

Vocabulary
From a historical novel: Two sailors argue on a dock.
“Ye be blockin’ the way, laddie. Move yer carcass or I’ll toss it in
the drink.”
“You and what navy? I’ve seen barnacles with more spine than
you.”
“Aye,  we’ll  see how brave ye are  when the cap’n  hears  yer
backtalk.”
Here,  word  choice  (“ye,”  “laddie,”  “carcass”)  immediately
establishes time, place, and social class. The dialogue is not just
about  conflict;  it  paints  a  world.  When  analyzing  dialogue
writing examples, note how dialect is used sparingly so as not
to confuse the reader, just enough to flavor the speech.

DIALOGUE WRITING EXAMPLES FROM
SCREENWRITING

Screenwriting dialogue must be economical because the actor’s
performance adds subtext. A line of dialogue in a script often
carries double meaning.

Example: “The Coffee
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Shop” Scene
INT. COFFEE SHOP – DAY
JAY  and  MAYA sit  across  from each  other.  A  half-empty  cup
between them.
JAY
You’re going to Paris.
MAYA
(Stirring her coffee)
Maybe.
JAY
‘Maybe’ means you’ve already bought the ticket.
MAYA
(Looking up)
It means I bought a ticket. Not that I’m going.
JAY
What’s the difference?
MAYA
The difference is I’m still here, aren’t I?
This screenplay dialogue uses action beats (“Stirring her coffee,”
“Looking  up”)  to  reveal  hesitation  and  emotional  conflict.  The
words say one thing, but the stage directions reveal another.
Screenwriting  offers  some  of  the  most  concentrated  dialogue
writing  examples  because  every  line  must  earn  its  place.

DIALOGUE WRITING EXAMPLES IN BUSINESS AND
PROFESSIONAL CONTEXTS

Dialogue isn’t only for novels and films. Professional writers often
need  to  script  conversations  for  training  videos,  corporate
podcasts,  or  customer  service  scenarios.  Effective  business
dialogue  must  be  clear,  purposeful,  and  diplomatic.

Example: A Difficult
Performance Review
Manager: Thank you for coming in, Liam. I want to talk about
the Q3 report.
Liam: I know there were some errors. I’ve been working on a fix.
Manager: I appreciate that. Let’s talk about how we can prevent
this next time. What support do you need?
Liam:  Honestly,  a  clearer  deadline  would  help.  The  timeline
shifted twice.
Manager: Noted. Let’s set a firm schedule for Q4. Agreed?
Liam: Agreed.
This  example  shows  dialogue  that  resolves  conflict  efficiently.
The manager uses open-ended questions (“What support do you
need?”)  and acknowledges  the employee’s  perspective.  It’s  a
dialogue writing example that demonstrates how to maintain
professionalism while addressing sensitive issues.
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COMMON DIALOGUE WRITING MISTAKES (AND HOW
EXAMPLES HELP YOU AVOID THEM)

Studying dialogue writing examples also teaches you what to
avoid. Here are frequent pitfalls:

On-the-nose dialogue: Characters stating exactly what1.
they feel. Instead of “I am angry at you,” show it through
clipped words or a slammed door.
Overuse of dialogue tags: Using “he exclaimed,” “she2.
retorted” every line becomes distracting. Stick to “said” or
use action beats.
All characters sound the same: If you cover up the3.
names, you should still know who is speaking by their
vocabulary, syntax, and rhythm. Examples from authors
like Elmore Leonard or Aaron Sorkin highlight distinct
voices.
Too much exposition: “As you know, we’ve been married4.
for ten years and you never told me you had a brother.”
This sounds forced. Reveal information naturally through
conflict or need.
Perfect, uninterrupted speech: Real conversations have5.
interruptions, hesitations, and tangents. Use dashes and
ellipses sparingly to create realism.

Reviewing diverse dialogue writing examples  allows you to
see how masters handle these challenges elegantly.

EXERCISES TO IMPROVE YOUR DIALOGUE WRITING

USING EXAMPLES

Reading  examples  is  valuable,  but  active  practice  solidifies  the
lesson. Try these exercises:

Exercise 1: Rewrite a
Dialogue
Take  a  flat  exchange  from  your  own  writing.  Compare  it  to  a
strong dialogue writing example you admire. Identify what the
example  does  differently—tighter  rhythms?  More  subtext?
Rewrite  your  scene  using  that  technique.

Exercise 2: Eavesdrop and
Transcribe
Sit in a public place (café, park) and write down snippets of real
conversation.  Notice  fragments,  filler  words,  and  how  people
interrupt each other. Then edit that raw dialogue to make it more
dramatic while keeping its natural feel.

Exercise 3: Dialogue
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Without Tags
Write a one-page scene using no dialogue tags or action beats.
Make sure each character’s  voice is  distinct  enough that  the
reader can follow who is speaking. This forces you to craft unique
speech patterns.

Exercise 4: Subtext Only
Write a conversation where two characters are arguing about
something  trivial  (e.g.,  what  to  eat  for  dinner),  but  the  real
conflict  is  something  deeper  (e.g.,  infidelity,  a  broken  promise).
Let the subtext carry the meaning.
By  systematically  working  through  exercises  inspired  by
dialogue writing examples, you build a toolkit of techniques.

PUNCTUATION AND FORMATTING IN DIALOGUE

No discussion of dialogue writing is complete without addressing

the technical side. Proper punctuation ensures your dialogue is
readable and professional. Key rules include:

Use double quotation marks for spoken words. Single
quotes are for quotes within quotes.
Commas and periods go inside the quotation marks.
Question marks and exclamation points go inside if they
belong to the dialogue, outside if they belong to the
sentence.
Start a new paragraph each time the speaker changes. This
helps readers track who is talking.
Use a comma after a dialogue tag: “I’m leaving,” she said.
If an action beat follows, use a period and capitalize the
action: “I’m leaving.” She grabbed her coat.
Use ellipses for trailing off, dashes for interruption.
Example: “I thought we could—” “You thought wrong.”

Reviewing dialogue writing examples from published books or
scripts reinforces these formatting conventions visually. Always
proofread your dialogue for punctuation consistency; errors can
pull readers out of


