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ASLAN IN THE
LION, THE WITCH
AND THE
WARDROBE: THE
SOUL OF NARNIA

When readers first step
through  the  creaking
doors of the Professor’s
wardrobe, they enter a
world of eternal winter
a n d  w h i s p e r e d
prophecy.  But  what
t ru l y  d raws  them
deeper into the snow-
covered land of Narnia
is not just the promise
of  adventure  or  the
threat  of  the  White
W i t c h .  I t  i s  t h e
anticipation of a name
that  echoes  through

the  trees  and  lingers
on  the  lips  of  every
creature: Aslan. In The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe, Aslan is not
merely a character—he
is the moral  compass,
the  divine  presence,
and  the  heartbeat  of
the  entire  story.  To
understand the book is
to understand the lion,
and to understand the
lion  is  to  grasp  the
profound  themes  of
sacrifice,  redemption,
and  hope  that  C.  S.
Lewis  wove  into  this
beloved tale.
From the moment Mr.
Beaver  whispers  the
name of  Aslan  to  the
Pevensie  children,  the
atmosphere  of  the
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story shifts. The name
itself carries weight. It
evokes a sense of awe,
fear, and deep longing.
Lewis  masterfu l ly
builds  anticipation  for
Aslan’s arrival, allowing
t h e  r e a d e r  t o
experience  the  same
mixture  of  excitement
and  trepidation  that
the  children  feel.  The
mention of  Aslan stirs
something ancient and
powerful  in  Narnia,  a
reminder that the land
was not  always under
the grip of the Witch’s
cold  tyranny.  The lion
represents  the rightful
ruler,  the  true  king,
and the force that will
ultimately  break  the
curse  o f  the  Long
Winter.

Who Is

Aslan?
The Heart
of Narnia
Aslan  is  the  creator
a n d  s o v e r e i g n  o f
Narnia,  a  great  lion
who  speaks  with  a
vo ice  that  i s  both
gentle  and  terrifying.
C .  S .  L e w i s  d r e w
heavily  on  Christian
a l legory  to  shape
Aslan’s  identity,  but
t h e  c h a r a c t e r
transcends  any  single
interpretation.  In  the
context  of  The  Lion,
the  Wi tch  and  the
Wardrobe, Aslan is the
e m b o d i m e n t  o f
goodness,  justice,  and
sacrificial  love.  He  is
not a tame lion, as Mr.
B e a v e r  f a m o u s l y
warns, but he is good.
This  paradox  defines
Aslan  throughout  the
story: he inspires both



Aslan Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe 3

3

r e v e r e n c e  a n d
affection,  fear  and
trust.
Aslan’s  appearance  in
the  narrative  marks  a
turning  point.  Before
he  arrives,  Narnia  is
trapped  in  a  state  of
hopelessness.  The
White Witch has cast a
spell that ensures it is
a lways  winter  but
never  Christmas.  The
creatures of Narnia live
in  fear,  and  the  land
itself seems to mourn.
As lan ’ s  p resence
brings the first signs of
thaw.  The  melt ing
snow,  the  return  of
spring, and the arrival
of Father Christmas all
signal that the Witch’s
power  is  crumbling.
Aslan is the catalyst for
change, the force that
restores  balance  and
life  to  a  dying  world.

The
Symbolis
m and
Deeper
Meaning
of Aslan
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
enduring  aspects  of
Aslan in The Lion, the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe  is  the  rich
s y m b o l i s m  t h a t
surrounds  him.  Lewis
intended Aslan to be a
Christ-like  figure,  and
this is most evident in
the events of the Stone
Table. Aslan voluntarily
offers  himself  in
exchange  for  Edmund
Pevensie,  who  has
betrayed  his  siblings
and  is  bound  by  the
Deep  Mag i c  t o  be
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sacrificed to the Witch.
T h i s  a c t  o f
s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y
atonement is central to
the  story  and  mirrors
the Christian narrative
of Christ dying for the
sins of humanity.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e
symbolism  does  not
end  with  the  sacrifice.
Aslan’s  resurrection  is
equally  significant.
After  the  Witch  kills
h i m  o n  t h e  S t o n e
Table, Aslan returns to
life,  explaining  that
t h e r e  i s  a  m a g i c
d e e p e r  t h a n  t h e
Witch’s, which decrees
that  when  a  will ing
v i c t i m  w h o  h a s
c o m m i t t e d  n o
treachery  dies  in  the
place of a traitor, death
i t s e l f  w i l l  w o r k
b a c k w a r d s .  T h i s
moment  is  not  only
triumphant  but  also
deep ly  mov ing.  I t
reinforces  the  themes
of  hope,  renewal,  and

the  victory  of  good
over  evil.  For  many
readers,  this  moment
is the emotional core of
the entire book.
Beyond  the  obvious
rel igious  al legory,
Aslan  also  symbolizes
the  ideal  of  righteous
authority. He is a king
w h o  l e a d s  w i t h
wisdom,  compassion,
and strength. He does
n o t  r e s o r t  t o
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o r
cruelty,  even  when
dealing with the White
Witch.  He  treats  all
creatures with dignity,
f rom  the  smal lest
mouse to the proudest
centaur.  In  a  world
where  power  is  often
corrupt,  Aslan  stands
a s  a  m o d e l  o f
benevolent  leadership.
He  rules  not  through
fear,  but  through love
and respect.
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Aslan’s
Role in
The Lion,
the Witch
and the

Wardrobe
Aslan’s role in the story
is multifaceted. He is a
guide,  a  protector,  a
t e a c h e r ,  a n d  a
redeemer.  When  the
Pevensie  children  first
meet  him,  they  are
awestruck.  Peter ,
Susan,  Edmund,  and
Lucy  each  respond  to
Aslan  differently,  and
these responses reveal
a  great  deal  about
their  characters.  Peter
is  eager  to  serve and
fight alongside the lion.
Susan  is  cautious  but
deeply  respectful.

Lucy,  the  youngest,
approaches Aslan with
pure and simple faith.
Edmund,  af ter  h is
b e t r a y a l  a n d
r e d e m p t i o n ,
experiences  Aslan’s
fo rg iveness  most
directly.
Aslan’s  interactions
with  the  children  are
gentle  but  firm.  He
prepares them for the
battles  ahead,  both
physical  and  spiritual.
He knights Peter as a
knight  of  Narnia  and
gives him the tools he
needs  to  lead .  He
comforts  Susan  and
L u c y  w h e n  t h e y
witness  his  death.  He
restores Edmund to his
family  with  a  quiet
word  of  forgiveness.
Aslan does not scold or
shame;  instead,  he
offers  grace.  This  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful aspects of his
character. He sees the
poten t ia l  i n  each
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person and calls them
to rise to it.

The
Character
Traits
That
Define
Aslan
What  makes  Aslan  so
memorab le  i s  the
depth of his character.
H e  i s  n o t  a  o n e -
dimensional symbol or
a distant deity. He is a
l i v ing ,  b rea th ing
presence in  the story,
with a personality that
is  both  majestic  and
tender. Lewis describes
Aslan’s eyes as golden
and his voice as deep
and  rich.  When  Aslan
r o a r s ,  t h e  e a r t h

s h a k e s .  W h e n  h e
speaks  sof t ly ,  h is
words carry the weight
of eternity.
One of Aslan’s defining
traits is his courage. He
knows  that  the  Witch
wil l  k i l l  him  on  the
Stone  Table,  but  he
goes to meet his  fate
without  hesitation.  He
does  not  bargain  or
beg.  He  walks  with
s t e a d y  p u r p o s e ,
knowing that his death
wi l l  b r ing  about  a
greater  victory.  This
cou rage  i n sp i res
everyone  around  him.
T h e  c r e a t u r e s  o f
Narnia, who have lived
in fear for so long, find
h o p e  i n  A s l a n ’ s
bravery.
Another key trait is his
compassion.  Aslan
grieves  for  those  who
suffer.  He  is  deeply
moved  by  the  sorrow
of  Lucy and Susan as
they  watch  him  die.
After  his  resurrection,
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he comforts them and
invites  them  to  play,
restoring their  joy.  He
d o e s  n o t  r e m a i n
distant  or  aloof;  he is
intimately  involved  in
t h e  l i v e s  o f  h i s
f o l l o w e r s .  T h i s
combination  of  power
and tenderness is what
makes  Aslan  such  a
compelling figure.
Aslan is also marked by
his  wisdom.  He  sees
the bigger picture and
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
deeper  magic  that
governs  Narnia.  He
knows that the Witch’s
power  is  ultimately
hollow  and  that  her
defeat is inevitable. He
does  not  rush  into
battle  recklessly  but
waits  for  the  r ight
moment. His strategies
are  thoughtful  and
deliberate. He teaches
the  children  that  true
strength  comes  not
from  brute  force  but
from  patience,  faith,

and  love.

Aslan’s
Relations
hip with
the
Pevensie
Children
The  bond  between
Aslan and the Pevensie
children  is  central  to
the  emotional  arc  of
The  Lion,  the  Witch
and  the  Wardrobe .
Each child’s journey is
s h a p e d  b y  t h e i r
encounter  with  the
lion. For Peter, Aslan is
a  mentor  and  a  king
who  teaches  him  to
l e a d  w i t h  h o n o r .
Peter’s  first  act  of
bravery  in  the  battle
against  the  Witch  is
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inspired  by  his  desire
to  serve  Aslan.  He
becomes a true knight,
worthy of the title High
King of Narnia.
F o r  S u s a n ,  A s l a n
represents  a  gentle
authority  that  she
learns to trust. Susan is
often portrayed as the
most  cautious  and
rational of the children,
but  her  faith  in  Aslan
grows as she witnesses
his  sacrifice  and
resurrection.  She  is
deeply  affected  by  his
death and is one of the
two who stay with him
through the night. This
act  of  devotion shows
her love and loyalty.
Lucy’s relationship with
Aslan  is  perhaps  the
m o s t  d i r e c t  a n d
h e a r t f e l t .  A s  t h e
youngest  and  most
i n n o c e n t  o f  t h e
P e v e n s i e s ,  L u c y
approaches Aslan with
unshakeable faith. She
is  the  first  to  see  him

and the most eager to
fo l l ow  h im.  As lan
responds  to  her  trust
w i t h  w a r m t h  a n d
affection.  Lucy’s
j o u r n e y  i s  o n e  o f
simple,  unwavering
faith,  and  she  serves
as  a  model  for  how
r e a d e r s  m i g h t
approach the divine.
Edmund’s  relationship
with Aslan is the most
d r a m a t i c .  A f t e r
betraying  his  siblings
and  aligning  himself
with  the  White  Witch,
Edmund is rescued and
brought  before  Aslan.
The  conversat ion
between  Edmund  and
Aslan  is  private,  and
Lewis  does  not  reveal
what  i s  sa id .  Th is
silence  is  powerful.  It
allows  the  reader  to
imagine the moment of
f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d
restoration.  Edmund
returns  f rom  that
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a
changed  boy.  He  is
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humble,  brave,  and
ready  to  fight  for
N a r n i a .  A s l a n ’ s
forgiveness  redeems
him  and  gives  him  a
second chance.

The
Resurrect
ion of
Aslan and
Its
Significan
ce
The  resurrection  of
Aslan  is  one  of  the
most famous scenes in
children’s  literature.
After  the  Witch  kills
h i m  o n  t h e  S t o n e
Table, the table cracks,
and  Aslan’s  body  lies
still.  Susan  and  Lucy

s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t
weeping. But as dawn
breaks,  they  hear  a
great  cracking  sound
and  turn  to  find  the
Stone  Table  split  in
two.  As lan  s tands
before them, alive and
more  magnificent  than
ever. He explains that
the  Deep  Magic  from
the  Dawn  o f  T ime
required a traitor’s life,
but  there  is  a  deeper
magic  that  the  Witch
did not know. When a
willing victim who has
c o m m i t t e d  n o
treachery  dies  in  the
place of a traitor, death
itself is reversed.
This  moment  is  the
climax of  the story.  It
t r a n s f o r m s  t h e
narrative from a tale of
winter and despair into
one  o f  sp r ing  and
hope. The resurrection
of  Aslan  signals  the
end  of  the  Witch’s
r e i g n  a n d  t h e
beginning of a new era
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for  Narn ia .  I t  a lso
reinforces the theme of
sacrificial  love.  Aslan
gives  his  life  freely,
and  his  death  brings
life  to  everyone  who
f o l l o w s  h i m .  T h e
resurrection is not just
a plot device; it is the
t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d
emotional heart of the
book.
F o r  r e a d e r s ,  t h e
resurrection  of  Aslan
offers  a  powerful
message  of  hope.  No
matter  how  dark  the
winter,  spring  always
follows. No matter how
deep  the  betrayal,
forgiveness is possible.
Aslan’s  victory  over
death  is  a  reminder
that  good  ultimately
triumphs over evil, and
that  love  is  stronger
t h a n  h a t e .  T h i s
m e s s a g e  h a s
r e s o n a t e d  w i t h
generations of readers
and  is  a  key  reason
why  The  L ion ,  the

W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe  remains  a
beloved  classic.

Aslan vs.
The
White
Witch:
The
Battle for
Narnia
The  conflict  between
Aslan  and  the  White
Witch  is  the  central
struggle  of  the  story.
The  Witch  represents
tyranny,  selfishness,
and the coldness of  a
heart without love. She
rules through fear and
oppression,  and  her
power  is  built  on  lies
and  manipulat ion.
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Aslan,  by  contrast,
represents  justice,
mercy, and the warmth
of true authority. Their
confrontation  is  not
just a battle of armies
b u t  a  b a t t l e  o f
worldviews.
The Witch believes that
p o w e r  i s  g a i n e d
through force and that
the  Deep  Magic  gives
h e r  t h e  r i g h t  t o
demand Edmund’s life.
She  is  legalistic  and
unforgiving.  Aslan,
while  acknowledging
the validity of the Deep
Magic,  reveals  that
the re  i s  a  deeper
magic  that  transcends
the  law.  He  does  not
break  the  rules;  he
fulfills  them  in  a  way
that  the  Witch  never
anticipated.  This  is  a
profound  commentary
on the nature of justice
and mercy. Aslan does
not  ignore  Edmund’s
betrayal,  but  he  offers
a way for justice to be

satisfied  without
destroying the one who
deserves punishment.
The  final  battle
between the forces of
Aslan and the Witch is
a  d r a m a t i c  a n d
satisfying  conclusion.
Aslan himself does not
engage  in  the  fighting
d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  h i s
presence  inspires  his
followers to victory. He
roars,  and the Witch’s
army  trembles.  He
leads  the  charge,  but
he  a lso  empowers
others  to  fight.  The
battle  is  won  not  by
Aslan alone but by the
combined  efforts  of  all
who  believe  in  him.
This reinforces the idea
that  leadership  is
about  enabling  others
t o  r i s e  t o  t h e i r
potential.
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The
Legacy of
Aslan in

Literature
and

Culture


