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Few  vehicles  on  the
road  today  evoke  the
s a m e  b l e n d  o f
n o s t a l g i a  a n d
practical ity  as  the
C h e v r o l e t  H H R .
Inspired by the classic
1949  Suburban,  the
HHR  (Heritage  High
Roof)  carved  out  a
un ique  n iche  as  a
retro-styled  compact
SUV  that  offered
surprising cargo space
and  distinctive  looks.
For owners of the 2008

model year, the vehicle
represents  a  sweet
spo t  i n  the  HHR 's
p r o d u c t i o n  r u n ,
offering  the  refined
2.2L  or  2.4L  Ecotec
engines,  a  well-sorted
suspension,  and  a
cabin designed for real-
world utility.  However,
to  truly  master  this
m a c h i n e ,  o n e
document  s tands
above  all  others:  the
2008 Chevrolet HHR
o w n e r  m a n u a l .
Whether you have just
purchased a pre-owned
model  or  have  been
behind  the  wheel  for
years,  understanding
this manual is the key
to  maximizing  your
vehicle’s  longevity,
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s a f e t y ,  a n d
performance.  This
gu ide  serves  as  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
companion  to  your
manual,  focusing  on
the  critical  areas  that
e v e r y  2 0 0 8  H H R
owner,  particularly
those with the manual
transmission  (often
denoted  as  “M”  in
vehicle  specifications),
needs  to  know.

DECODING THE
“M”: A FOCUS ON
THE MANUAL
TRANSMISSION

When  searching  for
information  on  your
vehicle,  you  might
encounter  the  term
2008 Chevrolet HHR
owner manual M. The
“ M ”  i s  a  c r i t i c a l
identifier.  It  typically
refers  to  vehic les
equipped  with  the
m a n u a l
transmission .  In
2 0 0 8 ,  C h e v r o l e t

offered  a  five-speed
manual gearbox as the
standard option on the
LS and LT trims, while
a four-speed automatic
was  available  as  an
upgrade. The sporty SS
trim,  however,  came
exclusively  with  a  five-
speed manual when it
debuted  later  in  the
model year. If you own
a  2008  HHR  with  a
manual  transmission,
your  owner’s  manual
contains  specific
instructions  that  differ
significantly  from  the
automatic transmission
version.  These  details
include  shift  lever
operat ion ,  c lu tch
break-in  procedures,
and  recommended
fluid  types.
Understanding  these
nuances  is  not  just
about driving pleasure;
it  is  about  protecting
the  drivetrain  from
premature  wear.
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Why the
Manual
Matters
T h e  m a n u a l
transmission  in  the
2008 HHR is  a  robust
unit,  but  it  requires
informed  operation.
Your  2008 Chevrolet
HHR  owner  manual
will  specify  the  exact
manual transmission
fluid  grade  and
viscosity needed. Using
the  wrong  fluid  can
lead to grinding gears
or  difficult  shifting  in
cold  weather .  The
manual also details the
correct  procedure  for
starting  the  vehicle,
towing with a manual,
and using the hill-start
ass i s t  f ea tu re  ( i f
equipped).  For  owners
who  en joy  a  more
e n g a g e d  d r i v i n g
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e

manual transmission is
a  h igh l ight ,  but  i t
demands respect for its
mechanical limits.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR VEHICLE’S
UNIQUE SYSTEMS

The  2008  model  year
introduced  several
refinements to the HHR
lineup.  Your  owner’s
manual is the definitive
source  for  learning
about  these  systems.
Rather  than  simply
storing  the  manual  in
the  glove  box,  take
time  to  famil iarize
yourse l f  w i th  the
following critical areas,
which  are  thoroughly
covered  in  the  2008
C h e v r o l e t  H H R
owner  manual .

The
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Ecotec
Engine
and
Maintena
nce

Schedule
T h e  2 0 0 8  H H R  i s
powered  by  either  a
2.2L  or  2.4L  Ecotec
four-cylinder  engine.
These  engines  are
k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r
durability,  but  they
r e q u i r e  d i l i g e n t
maintenance.  The
o w n e r ’ s  m a n u a l
provides  a  detailed
maintenance  schedule
based on your  driving
habits—whether  you
d r i v e  i n  s e v e r e
conditions (short  trips,
extreme temperatures,
dusty roads) or normal

conditions.  Key  items
to track include:

Oil changes:
The manual
specifies the
correct engine
oil viscosity
(typically 5W-30)
and capacity.
Spark plug
replacement:
The Ecotec
engine uses
high-quality
iridium plugs,
and the manual
details the
replacement
interval.
Coolant
system: The
manual explains
the proper Dex-
Cool coolant type
and the flushing
procedure.
Timing chain:
Unlike older
engines with
timing belts, the
Ecotec uses a
timing chain. The
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manual does not
list a specific
replacement
interval, but
regular oil
changes are
critical for chain
longevity.

Safety
Systems
and
Features
The  2008  Chevrolet
HHR  owner  manual
is  your  best  resource
for  understanding  the
v e h i c l e ’ s  s a f e t y
technology. It  includes
comprehensive  details
on the airbag system,
including  proper  child
seat  installation,  side-
c u r t a i n  a i r b a g
deployment zones, and
the importance of  the
passenger  sensing

system.  It  also  covers
t h e  S t a b i l i T r a k
electronic  stability
control  system,  which
can  be  turned  off  for
off-road  or  low-traction
situations.  Knowing
how  to  operate  and
troubleshoot  these
systems,  especially
when  warning  lights
a p p e a r  o n  t h e
d a s h b o a r d ,  c a n
prevent  unnecessary
trips  to  the  mechanic.

Audio
and
Infotainm
ent
Depending on the trim
level,  your  2008  HHR
might  be  equipped
wi th  a  base  aud io
system,  a  premium
Bose sound system, or
the optional navigation
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r a d i o .  T h e  2 0 0 8
C h e v r o l e t  H H R
o w n e r  m a n u a l
inc ludes  deta i led
instructions for pairing
Bluetooth  devices  (if
equipped),  setting
c l o c k  t i m e ,
programming  radio
presets, and using the
auxiliary input jack. For
the navigation system,
the  manual  explains
destination entry, map
updates,  and  voice
command  functions.
These  sections  are
often  overlooked  but
can  significantly
enhance  your  daily
driving  experience.

ROUTINE
MAINTENANCE
YOU CAN
PERFORM
YOURSELF

One  of  the  greatest
advantages  of  owning
a vehicle like the 2008
HHR  is  the  ability  to
p e r f o r m  b a s i c

maintenance at home.
The  owner’s  manual
provides  step-by-step
instructions for several
t a sks  t ha t  do  no t
require  specialized
tools.  By  consulting
your  2008 Chevrolet
HHR owner  manual,
you  can  confidently
tackle  the  following:

Checking and1.
topping off
fluids: Engine
oil, coolant,
brake fluid,
power steering
fluid, and
windshield
washer fluid.
Replacing2.
wiper blades:
The manual
provides the
correct size and
installation
procedure.
Changing a flat3.
tire: Includes
jacking points,
spare tire
location (under
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the cargo floor),
and torque
specifications for
lug nuts.
Replacing4.
interior and
exterior bulbs:
Headlights,
taillights, turn
signals, and
dome lights.
Jump-starting5.
the battery:
Correct terminal
connection order
to avoid
electrical
damage.

Performing these tasks
not only saves money
b u t  a l s o  b u i l d s  a
deeper connection with
your  vehicle.  Always
re fe r  to  the  2008
C h e v r o l e t  H H R
owner  manual  for
specific  torque  values
and fluid capacities,  as
u s i n g  i n c o r r e c t
specifications  can  lead
to  component  failure.

Understa
nding
Dashboar
d
Warning
Lights
The  dashboard  of  the
2008 HHR is equipped
w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f
warning  l ights  and
indicators. The owner’s
manual  dedicates  an
en t i r e  sec t i on  t o
explaining  what  each
light  means  and what
action you should take.
Common lights include:

Check Engine
Light: Could
indicate a loose
gas cap, a failing
oxygen sensor,
or a more serious
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engine issue.
Battery Charge
Warning:
Suggests a
problem with the
alternator or
battery.
Tire Pressure
Monitoring
System (TPMS)
Light: Indicates
one or more tires
are significantly
underinflated.
ABS Warning
Light: Signals a
problem with the
anti-lock braking
system.

K n o w i n g  h o w  t o
interpret  these  lights
f r o m  y o u r  2 0 0 8
C h e v r o l e t  H H R
owner  manual  can
help  you  determine
whether  a  problem
requires  immediate
attention  or  can  wait
until your next service
appointment.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES
WITHOUT THE
MANUAL

Even the most reliable
vehicles  experience
occasional hiccups. The
2008 Chevrolet HHR
o w n e r  m a n u a l
inc ludes  a  helpfu l
troubleshooting section
t h a t  a d d r e s s e s
common  concerns.  If
your vehicle is hard to
start,  the  manual  will
guide  you  through
checking  the  battery,
s t a r t e r ,  a n d  f u e l
system. If the engine is
running  rough,  the
manua l  sugges t s
checking  the  air  filter,
spark  plugs,  and  fuel
quality.  For  manual
transmission  owners,
the  manual  provides
guidance if  the  clutch
pedal feels spongy or if
the  gearbox  is  difficult
to  shift.  It  will  direct
you to check the clutch



2008 Chevrolet Hhr Owner Manual M 9

9

fluid  level  (if  equipped
with a hydraulic clutch)
or  inspect  for  leaks.
T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s
invaluable for avoiding
unnecessary diagnostic
fees.

Electrical
System
and
Fuses
Electrical problems can
be frustrating, but the
2008 Chevrolet HHR
o w n e r  m a n u a l
c o n t a i n s
comprehensive  fuse
box diagrams. The HHR
has  two  main  fuse
panels:  one under the
hood  and  one  inside
the  cabin,  typically
under  the  steering
column  or  behind  the
glove box. The manual
identifies  each  fuse’s

amperage  rating  and
the circuit it protects. If
your  power  windows,
radio, or interior lights
s top  work ing ,  the
manual  will  help  you
locate the correct fuse
to  inspect .  I t  a lso
e x p l a i n s  h o w  t o
replace  relays  and
circuit breakers. This is
a  prime  example  of
h o w  t h e  o w n e r ’ s
manual empowers you
to  so lve  problems
quickly  without  a  trip
to the dealership.

MAXIMIZING FUEL
ECONOMY AND
PERFORMANCE

The 2008 HHR is not a
p e r f o r m a n c e  c a r
(unless  you  own  the
SS) ,  bu t  i t  can  be
driven  efficiently.  The
2008 Chevrolet HHR
o w n e r  m a n u a l
includes  driving  tips
that  can  he lp  you
extract  the  best  fuel
economy  from  your



10

10 2008 Chevrolet Hhr Owner
Manual M

2025-08-08

Ecotec  engine.  For
manual  transmission
owners,  this  includes
advice on optimal shift
po in t s  ( t yp i ca l l y
between  2,000  and
3,000  rpm for  normal
driving)  and  avoiding
unnecessary  idling.
T h e  m a n u a l  a l s o
explains  how  to  use
the  cru ise  contro l
effectively  and  how  to
maintain  proper  tire
pressure  for  optimal
rolling  resistance.  By
f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e
guidelines,  you  can
ach ieve  t he  EPA -
estimated  22  city/30
highway mpg (with the
manual  transmission)
or  even  exceed  those
numbers  with  careful
driving.

Winter

Driving
and Cold
Weather
Preparati
on
If  you live in a region
with harsh winters, the
2008 Chevrolet HHR
owner manual is your
guide  to  cold-weather
operation. It covers the
correct grade of engine
oil  for  cold starts,  the
importance  of  using
w i n t e r - g r a d e
windshield  washer
fluid,  and  how  to
properly  warm up the
engine.  For  manual
transmission  owners,
the  manual  explains
how  to  hand le  i cy
r o a d s ,  i n c l u d i n g
starting in second gear
to  reduce  wheel  spin
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and  avoiding  sudden
clutch  engagement.  It
a l s o  d e t a i l s  t h e
operation  of  the  rear
defroster, heated seats
(if  equipped),  and the
veh ic le ’s  c l imate
control  system.  Being
prepared  is  the  best
defense against winter
breakdowns.

WHY EVERY
OWNER SHOULD
KEEP THE MANUAL
ACCESSIBLE

In the digital age, it is
tempting  to  rely  on
o n l i n e  f o r u m s  o r
generic  repair  guides.
However ,  noth ing
replaces  the  specificity
of the 2008 Chevrolet
HHR owner  manual.
This  document  was
w r i t t e n  b y  t h e
e n g i n e e r s  w h o
designed the vehicle. It
conta ins  veh ic le -
specific  torque
specifications,  fluid
types ,  and  sa fety

warnings  that  generic
guides  often  miss.  If
you no longer  have a
physical  copy,  many
websites  offer  a
downloadable  2008
C h e v r o l e t  H H R
owner  manual  PDF
for free from reputable
sources.  Keeping  a
digital  copy  on  your
smartphone  or  tablet
ensures  you  always
have access to critical
information,  whether
you are on a road trip
o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a
breakdown  in  your
driveway.

Ownershi
p Tips for
Manual
Transmis
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sion
Enthusias

ts
For the true enthusiast
who  appreciates  the
three-pedal  setup,  the
manual transmission in
the  2008  HHR  offers  a
rewarding  dr iv ing
experience. To keep it
in top condition, always
follow  the  break-in

procedure  outlined  in
the  2008  Chevrolet
HHR owner  manual.
This  typically  includes
avoiding  full-throttle
acceleration  and  high
engine speeds for  the
first  500  miles.
Additionally,  always
use  your  handbrake
when  parked  on  an
incline to reduce strain
on  the  transmission
parking  pawl  (though
manual  transmissions
do  not  have


