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THE MAGIC OF
CREATING YOUR
OWN CUSTOM
PONY

There  is  something
truly  special  about
br ing ing  a  un ique
character  to  life.  For
fans  of  imaginative
p l a y ,  a r t i s t i c
expression,  or  simply
those who adore these
cha rm ing  equ ine
friends,  the  ability  to
M a k e  Y o u r  O w n
Little  Pony  opens  a
w o r l d  o f  e n d l e s s
creativity. This goes far
b e y o n d  s i m p l y
choosing  a  pre-made
toy from a shelf.  It  is

a b o u t  c r a f t i n g  a
personality,  designing
a  colour  palette,  and
b u i l d i n g  a  t i n y
companion  that  exists
nowhere  else  in  the
world. Whether you are
a parent looking for a
memorable  activity
with  your  chi ld,  an
a r t i s t  wan t i ng  t o
explore  character
design,  or  a  collector
seeking a one-of-a-kind
piece,  the  journey  of
designing  a  custom
pony is both rewarding
and deeply personal. It
combines  artistry,
storytel l ing,  and  a
touch  o f  wh imsy ,
allowing you to express
your unique vision in a
tangible,  adorable
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form.

WHY YOU SHOULD
MAKE YOUR OWN
LITTLE PONY

The appeal of creating
a personalised pony is
remarkably  broad.  For
children,  the  process
encourages  creative
thinking and fine motor
skills.  They  learn  to
make  decisions  about
colour,  theme,  and
accessories,  which
builds  confidence  in
the i r  own  ar t i s t i c
choices.  For  adults,
customising a pony can
b e  a  w o n d e r f u l l y
therapeutic  hobby,  a
way to disconnect from
digital  screens  and
reconnect  with  hands-
on  creativity.  It  also
allows for the creation
of  meaningful  gifts.
I m a g i n e  a  p o n y
designed  to  match  a
best  friend's  favourite
colours and hobbies, or
one  that  represents  a

b e l o v e d  p e t .
Furthermore, for those
involved  in  fandom
communi t ies ,  the
ability  to  Make  Your
Own  Little  Pony,  or
a n  O C  ( O r i g i n a l
C h a r a c t e r ) ,  i s  a
fundamental  way  to
participate and express
personal stories within
a  shared  universe  of
imagination.

Benefits
of the
Creative
Process

Unlimited
Customisation:
You are not
limited by factory
colours,
hairstyles, or
cutie marks.
Every detail is
your decision.
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Bonding
Activity: It is an
excellent project
for parents and
children to work
on together,
fostering
communication
and teamwork.
Skill
Development:
From painting
and sculpting to
sewing and
small-scale
crafting, you can
learn and
practice a variety
of new skills.
Emotional
Connection: A
pony you create
yourself holds far
more
sentimental
value than a
mass-produced
toy.
Perfect for
Gifting: A
custom pony is
an incredibly

thoughtful and
unique present
for birthdays,
holidays, or just
because.

DIFFERENT WAYS
TO MAKE YOUR
OWN LITTLE PONY

There  is  no  s ing le
correct  method  to
create  your  custom
pony.  The  approach
you choose will depend
o n  y o u r  b u d g e t ,
available  materials,
artistic  skill  level,  and
the intended use of the
final  creation.  Broadly
s p e a k i n g ,  m o s t
methods  fall  into  two
categories:  creating
f r o m  s c r a t c h  o r
customising an existing
base.

Method
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1: The Art
of
Customisi
ng an
Existing

Toy
This  is  arguably  the
most  popu lar  and
accessible  method  for
creat ing  a  un ique
pony. You start with an
official  toy,  often  a
common  or  second-
hand  figure,  and
transform  it  into  a
c o m p l e t e l y  n e w
character. This process
is commonly known as
a  custom  pony  or
repaint. It is a fantastic
way  to  Make  Your
Own  L i t t le  Pony
without  needing  to
m a s t e r  c o m p l e x

sculpting  or  mould-
making  techniques
f r o m  t h e  v e r y
beginning.

WHAT YOU WILL
NEED FOR A BASIC
CUSTOM TOY

A Base Pony: A1.
second-hand
plastic pony
figure from a
thrift store or
online
marketplace.
Look for one with
a good, solid
body and a pose
you like.
Acrylic Paints:2.
High-quality,
water-based
acrylic paints are
essential. You
will need a
variety of
colours, including
white and black
for mixing.
Fine Detail3.
Brushes: A set
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of small, pointed
brushes for
intricate work,
especially on the
eyes and cutie
mark.
Paint Sealant:4.
A spray or brush-
on sealant
(matte or gloss)
to protect your
work and prevent
chipping.
Hair Styling5.
Tools: You can
rehair a pony
using new nylon
doll hair, or
simply restyle
the existing hair
using hot water,
a comb, and
fabric softener.
Sandpaper or a6.
File: For
smoothing down
any rough edges
or removing
existing paint
from the hooves
or eyes.
Brushes and7.

Combs:
Specifically for
handling and
styling the
pony's mane and
tail.

A STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO THE
CUSTOMISATION
PROCESS

First, you must prepare
your  base  pony.  This
involves  removing  the
existing  hair,  which  is
usually held in place by
a small plug inside the
head.  You  can  use  a
pair of pliers to pull the
hair  out,  or  carefully
cut  it  off  at  the  base.
Next,  the  body  needs
to  be  p repped  fo r
pa in t i ng .  L i gh t l y
sanding  the  surface
will help the new paint
adhere  properly.  You
may  also  choose  to
remove  the  factory
paint  from  the  eyes
using  a  small  amount
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of acetone (nail  polish
remover )  app l ied
carefully with a cotton
swab. Once the body is
clean and dry, apply a
primer  coat  of  paint,
usually a light grey or
white,  to  create  an
even  base.  After  the
primer is dry, the real
fun  begins.  You  can
now  paint  the  entire
body  in  your  chosen
colour.  Several  thin
coats  are  better  than
one thick coat to avoid
d r i p s  a n d  b r u s h
strokes. With the body
colour  dry,  you  can
move  on  to  the  most
character-defining
part: the face. Painting
the eyes is  a  delicate
process. Start with the
white of the eye, then
the iris, the pupil, and
finally,  the  tiny
highlights that give the
p o n y  l i f e  a n d
express ion.  Don't
forget to add eyelashes
and a small nose. The

final  step  in
customisation  is  the
cut ie  mark .  Th i s
symbol, unique to each
pony,  represents  their
s p e c i a l  t a l e n t  o r
personality.  Paint  it
carefully  on  the  flank.
Once  everything  is
perfectly  dry,  apply  a
sealant to protect your
work.  Finally,  you can
rehair  the  pony  by
inserting  new  strands
of  nylon  hair  into  the
head and tail holes, or
s i m p l y  s t y l e  t h e
original hair into a new
look.

Method
2:
Creating
a Pony
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from
Scratch
For  those  who  want
complete  control  over
every  aspect  of  their
creation,  starting from
scratch  is  an  exciting
challenge. This method
o f t e n  i n v o l v e s
sculpting,  sewing,  or
3D printing. If you are
artistically inclined, you
can Make Your Own
Little  Pony  us ing
po lymer  c lay  l i ke
Sculpey  or  Fimo.  You
can  build  a  poseable
armature  from  wire
and  then  sculpt  the
body,  legs,  head,  and
details directly onto it.
The clay is then baked
in  a  home  oven  to
harden. This requires a
good understanding of
pony  anatomy  and
sculpting  techniques.
A n o t h e r  p o p u l a r
s c r a t c h - b u i l d i n g

method  is  sewing  a
p l u s h  p o n y .  T h i s
involves  creating  a
pattern,  cutting  fabric
(such  as  minky  or
fleece),  sewing  the
pieces  together,  and
stuffing  the  body.
E m b r o i d e r i n g  o r
appliquéing  the  eyes
and  cutie  mark  adds
the  finishing  details.
For  the  tech-savvy
creator,  3D  modelling
software  combined
with a 3D printer offers
another  way to  Make
Your  Own  L i t t le
Pony.  You can design
a digital model, print it
in  plastic,  and  then
paint  it  like  a  custom
toy.

DESIGNING YOUR
PONY'S UNIQUE
IDENTITY

Before  you  pick  up  a
paintbrush or sculpting
tool,  you need a solid
concept.  Your  pony  is
more than just colours



8

8 Make Your Own Little Pony 2023-09-11

and  shapes;  it  has  a
personality,  a  story,
and  a  special  talent.
This  design  phase  is
where you truly Make
Your Own Little Pony
your own.

Choosing
the
Perfect
Colour
Palette
Colour  is  the  most
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
p o w e r f u l  w a y  t o
communicate  your
pony's  personality.  A
bright,  vibrant  palette
suggests an energetic,
cheerful character. Soft
pastels often indicate a
gentle, kind, or dreamy
nature.  Darker  colours
l i ke  deep  purp le ,
midn ight  b lue ,  o r

charcoal  can  create  a
mysterious,  wise,  or
e v e n  s l i g h t l y
mischievous  pony.
Consider  using  colour
theory  to  guide  your
choices.  Analogous
colours (colours next to
each  other  on  the
colour wheel) create a
harmonious,  pleasing
look.  Complementary
colours (opposite each
other  on  the  wheel)
create a bold, dynamic
contrast.  Also,  think
about  the  mane  and
tail  combination.  Do
y o u  w a n t  a  s o l i d
colour,  a  gradient
(ombre),  or  a  striped
pattern?  The  body
colour,  mane,  and tail
should  work  together
to form a cohesive and
attractive whole.

Designing
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the
Perfect
Cutie

Mark
The cutie  mark is  the
emblem  of  a  pony's
special  talent  and  is
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r
identity.  When  you
M a k e  Y o u r  O w n
Little Pony,  the cutie
mark is your chance to
tell  a  story.  What  is
your  pony  good  at?
What  do  they  love  to
d o ?  I s  i t  b a k i n g ,
painting,  dancing,
stargazing,  or  caring
for animals? The cutie
m a r k  s h o u l d  b e  a
s i m p l e ,  i c o n i c
representation  of  that
talent.  For example, a
pony passionate about
astronomy might have
a  crescent  moon  and

three  stars.  A  pony
w h o  i s  a  m a s t e r
gardener could have a
blooming  flower  or  a
tiny  green  leaf.  The
mark should be visually
clear and simplified, as
it will be painted on a
smal l  a rea .  Avo id
overly complex details
that will be hard to see
or paint. The colour of
the cutie  mark should
also  complement  the
pony's  overall  colour
scheme.

Naming
Your
Creation
A  name  is  the  final
piece  of  the  puzzle.
The  best  pony  names
are usually  two words
that  relate  to  their
ta lent ,  co lour ,  o r
personal ity.  Think
about  names  f rom
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existing characters  for
inspiration:  Twilight
Sparkle, Rainbow Dash,
Pinkie  Pie.  You  can
f o l l o w  a  s i m i l a r
formula.  For  a  pony
with  a  water-related
ta l en t  and  a  b lue
colour scheme, a name
like  Ocean  Breeze  or
Coral  Drift  would  be
fitting.  A  fast,  athletic
pony  might  be  called
Swift  Hoof  or  Golden
Dash.  A  kind,  nature-
loving  pony  could  be
M e a d o w  H e a r t  o r
Willow  Song.  Spend
s o m e  t i m e
brainstorming  a  name
that  feels  perfect  for
the character you have
built.

SHOWCASING AND
CARING FOR YOUR
UNIQUE PONY

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
successfully completed
your  project,  you  will
want to display it with
pride. A custom pony is

a  work  o f  a r t  tha t
deserves  to  be  seen.
You can place it  on a
dedicated shelf,  inside
a glass display case to
protect it from dust, or
incorporate  it  into  a
larger collection. If the
pony  was  made  as  a
toy for a child, ensure
tha t  a l l  pa r t s  a re
securely  attached  and
that the paint  used is
non-toxic  and  sealed
properly  for  play.  To
keep your custom pony
looking its best, handle
it with clean hands, as
oils from your skin can
dull  the  paint  over
time.  Dust  it  gently
with a soft, dry brush.
Avoid  exposing  it  to
direct sunlight for long
periods,  as  this  can
cause  the  colours  to
fade. With proper care,
your  unique  creation
will remain a beautiful
and  cherished  object
for  years  to  come.
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CONCLUSION

The  journey  to  Make
Your Own Little Pony
i s  a  w o n d e r f u l l y
fulfilling  blend  of
imagination,  skill,  and
personal  expression.
Whether you choose to
repaint  a  used  toy,
sculpt  a  figure  from
clay,  or  sew  a  soft
p l u sh  f r i end ,  t he
process is a celebration
of  creativity.  You  are
not just making a toy;
you  are  br inging  a

character  to  life,  from
the colour of their coat
to  the  story  behind
their  cutie  mark.  This
hobby  offers  a  unique
out let  for  ar t i s t ic
exploration and results
in a tangible, one-of-a-
kind  creation  that  is
distinctly  yours.  So,
gather  your  materials,
let  your  imagination
run free, and discover
the joy of bringing your
own little pony into the
world.


