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INTRODUCTION: MAKE YOUR
FAVORITE SONG YOUR NEW
RINGTONE

In  a  world  where  smartphones  are
constantly buzzing and ringing, a generic
default  ringtone  can  feel  painfully
impersonal. There's something uniquely
satisfying  about  hearing  your  favorite
song play when someone calls. It adds a
layer of personality to your device and
makes it unmistakably yours. The good

news is that you no longer need to be a
tech  wizard  or  download  shady  third-
party apps to achieve this. With the right
tools  and  a  few straightforward  steps,
you can quickly learn how to make a
song  a  ringtone  on  virtually  any
smartphone.  This  guide  will  walk  you
through  everything  from  choosing  the
perfect  audio  c l ip  to  sync ing  i t
seamlessly with your iPhone or Android
device.  Whether  you want  a thumping
30-second drop from an EDM track or a
mellow  acoustic  intro,  the  process  is
simpler  than you might  imagine.  Let’s
dive into the most effective and reliable
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methods available today.

WHY CREATE A CUSTOM
RINGTONE?

Before getting into the technical details,
it is worth understanding why so many
people  choose  to  personalize  their
ringtones.  Beyond  the  obvious  fun
factor,  a  custom  ringtone  helps  you
identify  your  phone  instantly  in  a
crowded  room  or  among  multiple
devices. It also serves as a form of self-
expression, letting your personality shine
through  every  time  your  phone  rings.
Additionally,  setting  specific  songs  for
specific  contacts  (known  as  custom
ringback tones) helps you know who is
calling  without  even  looking  at  the
screen.  This  can  be  especially  useful
when you are driving or  in  a  meeting

where glancing at your phone might be
considered rude. Learning how to make
a song a ringtone gives you full control
over  your  auditory  exper ience,
transforming  a  mundane  utility  into  a
daily delight.

UNDERSTANDING THE BASIC
REQUIREMENTS

Regardless of the device you use, there
are a few universal requirements you will
need to meet.  First,  you will  need the
audio  file  of  the  song  you  wish  to  use.
This can be a file you already own (MP3,
AAC, WAV) or a track from a streaming
service, though the latter often requires
extra steps. Second, you will likely need
a computer or a dedicated app to trim
the  song  to  a  suitable  length.  Most
ringtones  are  between  20  and  40
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seconds  long,  focusing  on  the  most
recognizable or catchy part of the track.
Finally,  you  need to  ensure  the  audio
format  is  compatible  with  your  phone.
iPhones generally use M4R format, while
Android  devices  are  more  flexible  with
MP3  or  OGG files.  Knowing  these  basics
will  make  the  entire  process  much
smoother.

HOW TO MAKE A SONG A
RINGTONE ON IPHONE

Apple’s  iOS  ecosystem  has  specific
requirements  for  ringtones,  but  the
process  is  straightforward  once  you
understand the steps. The most reliable
method  involves  using  Apple’s  own
Music  app  on  a  Mac  or  PC,  or  using
GarageBand on an iPhone or iPad. Below
is  a  step-by-step  breakdown  using

iTunes (or Apple Music) on a computer,
which  remains  the  most  popular
approach.

Step 1: Select
and Trim Your
Song
Open iTunes (or the Apple Music app on
macOS  Catalina  and  later)  and  find  the
song you want to use. Right-click on the
song and select "Song Info." Go to the
"Options" tab and check the boxes for
"Start  Time" and "Stop Time."  Enter  a
30-second segment (for  example,  start
at 0:30 and stop at 1:00). This effectively
trims  the  audio  without  editing  the
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original  file.  Click  "OK"  to  save  the
changes.

Step 2: Convert
to AAC and
Create the M4R
File
With the song still selected, go to File (or
Edit) > Convert > Create AAC Version. A
duplicate of the song will appear in your
library, but it  will  be in a smaller AAC
format.  Right-click  this  new,  shorter
version  and  select  "Show  in  Finder"
(Mac)  or  "Show  in  Windows  Explorer"
(PC).  You will  see a file ending in .m4a.

Right-click this file, select "Rename," and
change  the  extension  from  .m4a  to
.m4r.  A  confirmation  dialog  may
appear—click "Use .m4r" to confirm. This
file is now a ringtone format.

Step 3: Sync the
Ringtone to Your
iPhone
Connect your iPhone to your computer
using a USB cable. In iTunes (or Finder
on  macOS  Catalina+),  select  your
device.  Click  on  the  "Tones"  tab  (or
"Music" tab, then check "Sync Tones").
Drag  the  new  .m4r  file  into  the  Tones
window,  or  simply  sync  your  device
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normally.  Once  the  sync  completes,
unplug your iPhone and go to Settings >
Sounds & Haptics > Ringtone. Your new
custom ringtone  should  appear  at  the
top  of  the  list.  Select  it,  and  you are
done. This method is reliable and uses
only official Apple tools, making it a safe
and effective way to learn how to make
a song a ringtone on an iPhone.

Using
GarageBand on
iPhone (No

Computer
Needed)
If you do not have access to a computer,
GarageBand  for  iOS  offers  a  clever
workaround. First, download the song to
your Files app. Open GarageBand, create
a  new  track,  and  swipe  through  the
instruments  until  you  find  "Audio
Recorder." Tap the waveform icon at the
top left to enter the timeline view. Tap
the  loop  icon  (top  right),  then  tap
"Browse  Items  from  My  Files."  Select
your song, drag it into the timeline, and
trim to 30 seconds. Tap the down arrow
at the top left, select "My Songs," then
tap and hold your new project. Choose
"Share" > "Ringtone." Set a name and



6

6 How To Make A Song A Ringtone 2023-08-13

tap "Export." You can then set it as your
standard  ringtone  or  assign  it  to  a
specific  contact  directly  from  the  share
menu.  This  method  is  incredibly
convenient  and  requires  no  external
software.

HOW TO MAKE A SONG A
RINGTONE ON ANDROID

Android  offers  far  more  flexibility  than
iOS when it comes to custom ringtones.
You  can  use  file  manager  apps,  Google
Play  Music,  or  third-party  ringtone
makers. The process is generally simpler
and does not require format conversion
in most cases.

Method 1: Using
a File Manager
This is the most straightforward method
for  Android.  First,  you need the MP3 file
of  the  song  on  your  device.  Use  a  file
manager  app (like  Files  by Google)  to
locate the file. Long-press on the file and
select "Copy" or "Move." Navigate to the
Ringtones folder (usually located in the
internal  storage  under  / Internal
Storage/Ringtones/).  If  the  folder  does
not exist, you can create it. Paste the file
into this folder. Now, go to Settings >
Sound  &  Vibration  >  Phone  Ringtone.
Your new song should appear in the list.
You can select it immediately. While this
method does not trim the song, many
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Android  devices  allow  you  to  set  the
entire track as a ringtone, and the phone
will play the first 30 seconds by default.

Method 2: Using
Google Play
Music (or
YouTube Music)
For a more controlled approach, you can
use Google Play Music (if still available
on your  device)  or  your  default  music
player.  Open  the  music  player,  find  the
song, and tap the three-dot menu next
to it. Select "Set as phone ringtone" or
"Use  as  ringtone."  This  automatically

places  a  copy  of  the  song  in  the
Ringtones folder. However, this method
does not allow you to trim the song. If
you  want  a  specific  segment,  you  will
need  a  third-party  app.

Method 3: Using
a Dedicated
Ringtone Maker
App
There  are  many  free  and  reputable
ringtone  maker  apps  available  on  the
Google  Play  Store.  Apps  like  Ringtone
Maker (by Big Bang Inc.) or MP3 Cutter
allow you to select any audio file, play it,
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and  set  start  and  end  points  with
precision. Here is a typical workflow:

Download and install a ringtone1.
maker app.
Open the app and tap "Pick Audio"2.
or "Select Song."
Navigate to your desired track and3.
select it.
Use the slider to choose a 20–404.
second segment of the song.
Tap "Save" or "Set as Ringtone."5.
Choose "Phone Ringtone" from the6.
options.
The app will create the trimmed7.
file and automatically set it as your
default ringtone.

This method is quick, user-friendly, and
gives  you  full  control  over  the  exact
audio segment you want. It is one of the

most  popular  ways  to  learn  how  to
make a song a ringtone  on Android
without needing a computer.

USING ONLINE TOOLS AND
CONVERTERS

If you prefer not to install any software,
online  ringtone  makers  are  a  viable
alternative.  Websites  like  Audacity
(desktop) or Online Tone Generator
allow you to upload an audio file, trim it,
and download it in the desired format.
Simply upload your MP3 file, set the start
and end times, choose the output format
(M4R for iPhone, MP3 for Android), and
download.  For  iPhone  users,  you  can
then  transfer  the  M4R  file  via  email  or
cloud storage and open it in the Files or
Voice Memos app to sync. While online
tools are convenient, be cautious about
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uploading  copyrighted  material  to
unknown  websites.  Stick  to  reputable
services that do not store your files. This
approach is perfect for those who want a
one-time  conversion  without  cluttering
their device with extra apps.

TIPS FOR CHOOSING THE
PERFECT AUDIO SEGMENT

Selecting the right part  of  the song is
crucial for a great ringtone. The section
should  be  instantly  recognizable  and
pleasant  to  hear  repeatedly.  Here  are
some tips:

Focus on the chorus or hook:
This is usually the most
memorable part of the song.
Avoid long intros: Intros can be
quiet or slow, which might cause

you to miss a call.
Consider abrupt starts: A
sudden, loud start can be jarring.
Choose a section that fades in
naturally.
Keep it between 20 and 30
seconds: This ensures the song
plays long enough to be identified
but not so long that it becomes
annoying.
Test it first: Before setting it as
your permanent ringtone, listen to
it a few times to ensure it works
well in both quiet and noisy
environments.

By  following  these  tips,  your  custom
ringtone  will  be  both  functional  and
appealing every time your phone rings.
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TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

Even with the clearest instructions, you
might encounter a few hiccups. Here are
common problems and their solutions:

Ringtone not appearing on
iPhone: Ensure you renamed the
file from .m4a to .m4r correctly.
Also, try restarting your iPhone
and checking the Tones tab in
iTunes again.
Android ringtone not showing
in settings: Make sure the file is
in the correct folder (Ringtones).
If you placed it in the Music folder,
it will not appear in the ringtone
list.
File too long: Most phones limit
ringtone length to 30–40 seconds.

Use a trimming tool to shorten the
clip.
Sound quality is poor: Use a
high-bitrate source file (preferably
320kbps MP3 or higher) to ensure
clear audio.
App not working: Try restarting
your device or reinstalling the
ringtone maker app. Alternatively,
switch to a computer-based
method.

These  simple  fixes  will  resolve  most
issues you might face when figuring out
how to make a song a ringtone  on
your own.

LEGAL AND ETHICAL
CONSIDERATIONS

It  is  important to note that creating a
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ringtone  from  a  copyrighted  song  for
personal  use  is  generally  considered
acceptable. However, distributing these
ringtones (for  free or  for  sale)  without
permission from the copyright holder is
illegal.  Always ensure you own a legal
copy  of  the  song  you  are  us ing.
Streaming services like Spotify or Apple
Music  do not  allow direct  download of
audio  files,  so  you  will  need  to  own  the
track or use a legitimate purchase. By

respecting copyright laws, you can enjoy
your custom ringtone without any legal
concerns.

CONCLUSION: PERSONALIZE
YOUR PHONE TODAY

Learning  how  to  make  a  song  a
ringtone is a simple yet rewarding skill
that  adds  a  personal  touch  to  your
smartphone


