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INTRODUCTION:
THE FINE ART OF
THE CLASSROOM
PRANK

Every classroom has a
dynamic, an unspoken
rhythm  between  the
person at the front of
t he  r oom  and  the
students in the desks.
For some students, this
rhythm  is  a  delicate
dance of  learning and
respect.  For  others,  it
is a challenge—a daily
puzzle  of  figuring  out
exactly  how  far  they
c a n  p u s h  t h e
boundaries  before  the
teacher's  patience
snaps.  The concept of

101  ways  to  bug
your  teacher  is  not
j u s t  a b o u t  b e i n g
d is rupt ive ;  i t  i s  a
cultural  touchstone,  a
list  of  tactics  passed
d o w n  t h r o u g h
g e n e r a t i o n s  o f
students. It  represents
a  form  of  low-stakes
rebell ion,  a  way  to
inject  humor  into  a
routine day,  or  simply
a test of the teacher's
resolve. While the goal
might  be  to  elicit  a
sigh,  an eye-roll,  or  a
c l a s s i c  " a r e  y o u
serious?"  expression,
the  real  art  l ies  in
creativity,  timing,  and
knowing  when  to  pull
b a c k .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
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exp lores  the  vast
landscape of classroom
antics,  categorized  for
y o u r  p l a n n i n g
c o n v e n i e n c e .
Remember,  the  best
pranks  are  those  that
are harmless and funny
to  everyone  involved,
ideally  leaving  the
teacher with a story to
tell  at  dinner,  not  a
headache that lasts all
week.

THE CLASSIC
INTERRUPTIONS:
TIMING IS
EVERYTHING

1. The
Overzeal
ous
Question
As soon as the teacher
finishes  a  sentence,
raise your hand with a

completely  unrelated
question. For example,
after  a lecture on the
water  cycle,  ask,  "But
will  we  need to  know
this  for  the  test  on
Fr iday?"  Th i s  i s  a
foundational  technique
in  the  101  ways  to
bug  your  teacher
playbook.

2. The
Knuckle
Cracker
Wait  for  a moment of
silence and crack every
single knuckle, one by
one,  as  s lowly  and
loudly  as  possible.

3. The
Pencil
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Sharpene
r

Marathon
Get  up  to  sharpen  a
pencil  that  is  already
sharp.  Repeat  this
every five minutes.

4. The
"Accident
al" Book
Drop
Time it perfectly during
a  q u i e t  r e a d i n g
session. The louder the
book, the better.

5. The

Hummer
Quietly  hum  a  tune
under your breath. Just
loud  enough  for  the
teacher  to  hear,  but
not loud enough to be
clearly  identified.  Deny
everything if asked.

6. The
Sniffle
Symphon
y
I f  you  don't  have  a
cold,  fake  one.  Sniffle
loudly  every  thirty
seconds. Then ask for a
tissue. Then sniffle into
the tissue loudly.

7. The
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Chair
Tilter
Tilt your chair back on
two legs.  Keep tilting.
T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l
inevitably  ask  you  to
stop. Do it again three
minutes later.

8. The
Pen
Clicker
Find a retractable pen.
C l ick  i t  in  and  out
repeatedly.  I t  i s  a
surprisingly  effective
i n s t r u m e n t  o f
classroom  chaos.

9. The

Yawn
Epidemic
Y a w n  l o u d l y  a n d
theatrically. Even if you
are not tired. It will set
off a chain reaction.

10. The
Desk
Drum
Solo
Tap your fingers on the
desk.  Not  a  rhythm,
just  random, annoying
taps.

11. The
Water
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Bottle
Gurgle
Take a long, slow drink
of  water,  making sure
to  gurgle  audibly  on
the last sip.

12. The
Sigh of
Despair
Let out a deep, world-
w e a r y  s i g h  t h a t
suggests the teacher's
lesson  is  a  personal
burden. This is a subtle
yet  effective  method
found in many lists of
101  ways  to  bug
your  teacher .

HOMEWORK &
ASSIGNMENT
SHENANIGANS:
THE PAPER TRAIL

OF TROUBLE

13. The
"Dog Ate
It"
Modern
Remix
"My printer ran out of
ink." Followed by, "My
pr in ter  ran  out  o f
paper."  Followed  by,
" M y  c o m p u t e r
crashed."

14. The
Micro-
Sized
Font
Write your entire essay
in font size 8. Force the
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teacher to squint.

15. The
Giant
Font
Write  three  sentences
in font size 72. Use it to
fill an entire page.

16. The
Creative
Title Page
Use  a  title  that  has
nothing to do with the
a s s i g n m e n t .  " M y
Summer  Vacation"  for
a  book  report  on  a
history of the Civil War.

17. The

Wrong
Subject
Turn  in  your  math
homework  to  your
English  teacher.  Act
confused.

18. The
Extraneo
us
Staples
Staple your assignment
in  the  top  left ,  top
right,  bottom left,  and
bottom right corners.

19. The
Tear-
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Stained
Paper
Gently  dab  water  on
your paper to simulate
t e a r s .  C l a i m  t h e
assignment  was  so
moving  it  made  you
cry.

20. The
Meta-
Question
Write  "What  is  the
m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s
assignment?"  as  your
ent ire  answer  to  a
question.

21. The
Foreign

Language
Answer
Answer a question in a
language  you  do  not
speak.  Use  Google
Translate for maximum
confusion.

22. The
Invisible
Ink
Use a very light pencil
or  a  white  crayon.
Explain  that  you were
t r y i n g  t o  b e
" e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
conscious"  by  saving
ink.

23. The
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Same
Answer,

Repeated
For  a  worksheet  with
ten  questions,  write
the same answer for all
o f  t h e m .  M a k e  i t
something  ridiculous
like  "purple."

24. The
Late
Excuse
Note
Forge a note from your
parent.  Make  it  say
something  absurd  like
"Please excuse Johnny
from the homework. He
was  busy  saving  the
world from a meteor."

CLASSROOM
CHATTER & NOISE:
THE SOUNDTRACK
OF DISTRACTION

25. The
Whisper
Network
Whisper  to  a  friend.
When  the  teacher
looks, stop. When they
look away, start again.

26. The
Unrelated
Exclamati
on
S h o u t  " B i n g o ! "
randomly in the middle
of a lecture.
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27. The
Paper
Airplane

Fleet
Build  a  simple  paper
airplane.  Launch  it.
Build another. This is a
c l a s s i c  a v i a t i o n
program  within  the
101  ways  to  bug
y o u r  t e a c h e r
curriculum.

28. The
Chair
Squeak
Rock back and forth in
your chair to create a
rhythmic  squeaking
noise  on  the  floor.

29. The
Loud
Zipper
Unzip  and  re-zip  your
backpack  repeatedly.
Take  a  long  time  to
find a pencil.

30. The
Coin
Flipper
Fl ip  a  coin  on  your
desk. Let it spin loudly
before  s lapping  i t
down.

31. The
Fake
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Sneeze
A fake sneeze is good.
A fake triple-sneeze is
a work of art.

32. The
Coughing
Code
Cough  a  specific
pattern,  like  a  secret
s igna l .  See  i f  t he
teacher tries to decode
it.

33. The
Ruler
Snap
P luck  the  end  of  a
plastic  ruler  on  the
edge  of  the  desk  to
m a k e  a  t w a n g i n g
sound.

34. The
Random
Fact
Interjecti
on
When  the  teacher  is
lecturing,  raise  your
hand and say, "Excuse
me, but did you know
t h a t  a  g r o u p  o f
flamingos  is  called  a
flamboyance?"

35. The
Repetitiv
e
Question
Ask the same question
th ree  t imes ,  j u s t
phrased  differently.
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"When  is  the  test?  I
mean, what day is the
test?  Is  the  test  on
Friday?"

THE ART OF THE
QUESTION:
MASTERING
INQUIRY-BASED
ANNOYANCE

36. The
Question
About the
Question
If  the  teacher  asks  a
question,  raise  your
hand  and  ask,  "Can
y o u  r e p e a t  t h e
question?"

37. The

Hypotheti
cal
Scenario
Ask a question about a
scenario that will never
happen.  "What  if  we
didn't  have  gravity
during  this  lesson?"

38. The
Personal
Question
"How  was  your  date
l a s t  n i g h t ,  M r .
Johnson?" or "Why did
y o u  b e c o m e  a
teacher?"

39. The
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Futuristic
Question
"Is this going to be on
t h e  t e s t . . .  i n  t e n
years?"

40. The
Definition
Loop
Ask  for  a  definition.
T h e n  a s k  f o r  a
definition  of  a  word
used  in  that  definition.
Repeat.

41. The
"Is this
for a

grade?"
Question
Ask  this  about  every
single  act iv ity,  no
matter  how  small.

42. The
"When is
lunch?"
Question
Ask  this  five  minutes
after  class  starts.  Ask
again  ten  minutes
later.

43. The
Question
with a
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Hidden
Agenda
"If  I  finish  my  work
ear ly ,  can  I  watch
videos on my phone?"

44. The
Philosoph
ical
Question
During a history lesson,
ask, "But what is time,
really?"

45. The
"Can I go
to the

bathroom
?" Variant
Ask,  "May I  go to the
bathroom?"  Then,
"Actually, never mind."
Then, "Wait, yes I do."

46. The
Clarificati
on on a
Joke
If the teacher makes a
joke,  raise  your  hand
and seriously ask them
to explain it.

TECH & GADGET
DISTRACTIONS:
THE DIGITAL
ANNOYANCE ZONE
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47. The
Ringtone
Symphon

y
Set your ringtone to a
loud,  obnoxious  song.
Forget to silence it. Let
i t  r i n g  f o r  a  f e w
s e c o n d s  b e f o r e
fumbling  to  turn  it  off.
This  is  a  21st-century
staple of 101 ways to
bug your teacher.

48. The
Fake
Phone
Call
Hold  your  phone  to
your  ear  under  the
desk.  Whisper,  "I'm in

class, I can't talk now.
It's very intense."

49. The
Old
Computer
Excuse
I f  u s i n g  s c h o o l
computers,  complain
l o u d l y  t h a t  t h e
computer  is  "running
s l o w "  a n d  " h a s  a
virus."

50. The
Loud
Headpho
nes
Wear headphones that
a r e  c l e a r l y  n o t
connected to anything.
Pretend  to  listen  to
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music.

51. The
Keyboard
Typing
Type wildly on a laptop
keyboard  wi thout
a c t u a l l y  t y p i n g
anything. Just bang on
the keys.

52. The
Screen
Brightnes
s Flicker
Dim and brighten your
l a p t o p  s c r e e n
repeatedly.

53. The

Unskippa
ble Ad
Watch  a  video  with
sound for an ad before
quick ly  mut ing  i t .
Repeat as the ad plays.

54. The
"My
Battery is
Dying"
Prank
Announce, "My battery
is at one percent," and
then immediately shut
your laptop.

55. The
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Camera
Flash
Accidentally  turn  on
your  camera  flash
while  fumbling  with
your  phone.  Blame  it
on a "glitch."

56. The

Typing
Sound
Effect
App
Play  loud  typewriter
sound  effects  on  your


