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THE SPIRIT OF THE
WORKING MAN: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
"LUCKY MAN" BY
MONTGOMERY
GENTRY

There  are  songs  that
simply  entertain,  and
then  there  are  songs
that become anthems.
"Lucky  Man"  by  the
iconic  country  duo
Montgomery  Gentry
falls  firmly  into  the
l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y .
Released  in  1999  as
the  third  single  from
their  debut  a lbum

Tattoos  &  Scars,  this
track quickly became a
defining  hit  for  Eddie
Montgomery  and  Troy
Gentry. It is a rugged,
honest,  and  heartfelt
tribute to the everyday
American—the  blue-
col lar  worker ,  the
family  provider,  and
the  person  who  finds
profound wealth not in
a bank account, but in
the  love  of  a  partner
and the pride of a hard
day's work.
For  gui tar ists  and
country  music  fans,
learning  to  play  this
song  is  about  more
than just memorizing a
sequence of notes. It is
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about  captur ing  a
feeling.  The  Lucky
Man  Montgomery
G e n t r y  c h o r d s
provide  the  perfect
acoustic  backbone  for
a story of gratitude and
grit.  Whether  you're
s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  a
campfire,  jamming
with friends, or simply
playing  for  yourself,
th i s  song ' s  chord
s t r u c t u r e  i s  a s
welcoming and solid as
the man it describes. In
this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
the  story  behind  the
hit,  break  down  the
chord  progression  bar
by  bar,  and  offer
expert tips to help you
master  this  country
classic.

The Story

Behind
the Hit
Before  diving  into  the
fretboard,  it  is  worth
understanding  why
"Lucky  Man"  struck
such a powerful chord
with audiences. Written
by  Dave  Berg  and
Randy  Hardison,  the
song  was  originally
offered to several other
a r t i s t s  b e f o r e
Montgomery  Gentry
r e c o g n i z e d  i t s
potential.  They took it
t o  the  s tud io  and
infused  it  with  their
signature  blend  of
Southern  rock  energy
and traditional country
storytelling.
The  ly r i cs  pa in t  a
picture of  a  man who
has  worked  with  his
hands  his  entire  life.
He  drives  a  beat-up
truck, lives in a modest
house,  and  has  never
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asked  for  a  handout.
The  central  thesis  of
the song is a powerful
rejection  of  material
envy.  The  narrator
looks  at  a  rich  man
and, instead of feeling
jealousy, feels pity. He
rea l i zes  that  t rue
wealth  is  intangible.
T h e  " L u c k y  M a n
Montgomery  Gentry
chords"  underscore
this  message  with  a
t o n e  t h a t  i s  b o t h
c e l e b r a t o r y  a n d
reflective.  It  is  a  song
that  asks  the  listener
t o  c o u n t  t h e i r
blessings,  no  matter
how  small  they  seem.
The music video, which
features footage of the
duo  in te rcut  w i th
scenes of  hardworking
people  and  military
personnel,  solidified
the song's status as a
patr iot ic  and  pro-
worker  anthem.  I t
resonated  deeply  in
t h e  l a t e  9 0 s  a n d

cont inues  to  be  a
staple on country radio
and in live sets today.
Understanding  this
narrative  is  crucial
because it informs the
tempo,  the  dynamic,
and  the  emotional
weight  you  should
b r i n g  t o  y o u r
performance  of  the
Montgomery  Gentry
Lucky  Man  chord
progression .

BREAKING DOWN
THE LUCKY MAN
MONTGOMERY
GENTRY CHORDS

One of the reasons this
song is so beloved by
guitarists  of  all  skill
l e v e l s  i s  i t s
accessibility.  The  core
progression is rooted in
classic  country  and
r o c k  s t r u c t u r e s ,
making it easy to learn
but  fun  to  embellish.
The song is  played in
the  key  of  G  major.
This  is  a  friendly  key
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for guitar, allowing you
to  utilize  open  chords
and  c reate  a  fu l l ,
resonant  sound.
The  primary  Lucky
Man  Montgomery
Gentry  chords  you
will  need  to  know  are:

G Major
C Major
D Major
E Minor

These four chords form
the  bedrock  of  the
entire song. If you are
a  beginner,  mastering
these open chords will
not only unlock "Lucky
M a n "  b u t  a l s o
hundreds  of  other
country hits. Let's look
at how they are used in
the  different  sections
of  the  song.

The Verse

Progressi
on
The  verses  of  "Lucky
Man"  tell  the  story.
They are meant to feel
conversational  and
s t e a d y .  T h e
progression  used here
is  a  classic  I-IV-V-vi
movement  in  the  key
of  G.  This  means  it
moves from the home
c h o r d  ( G )  t o  t h e
subdominant  (C),  to
the dominant (D), and
then  to  the  relative
m i n o r  ( E m ) .  T h i s
creates  a  sense  of
motion  that  resolves
beautifully.
A typical verse section
will look like this:
G - C - G - D
followed  by  a  pickup
into the next line with
Em - C - G - D.
When  p lay ing  the
ve rse ,  f ocus  on  a
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s t e a d y  d o w n - u p
strumming  pattern.
The emotion should be
relatively  contained
here.  You  are  setting
t h e  s c e n e .  T h e
Montgomery  Gentry
Lucky Man chords in
the verse are designed
to  support  the  vocal
line,  not overpower it.
Pay close attention to
the  rhythm  o f  the
words ;  t he  cho rd
changes  general ly
happen  on  the  first
beat  of  each measure
or  right  on  a  specific
lyric.

The Pre-
Chorus
and Build
Before you hit the big
chorus, the song builds
tension.  This  is  where
the  dynamic  starts  to
rise.  The  pre-chorus

t y p i c a l l y  u s e s  a
repeating  figure  that
leans heavily on the E
minor chord and the C
chord.
A  common  structure
here  is:
Em - C - G - D
repeated,  but  with  a
stronger attack.
T h e  l y r i c  " I  c a n ' t
complain" is the segue
into  the  chorus.  This
section is your signal to
t h e  l i s t e n e r  t h a t
s o m e t h i n g  b i g  i s
c o m i n g .  Y o u r
strumming  should  get
heavier, and you might
want to introduce a bit
of a palm-mute on the
lower  strings  to  add
punch.  The  Lucky
M a n  c h o r d s  b y
Montgomery  Gentry
in  this  sect ion  are
s imple  but  h igh ly
effective  at  building
anticipation.
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The
Iconic

Chorus
The  cho rus  i s  the
emotional  peak of  the
song. It  is the release
of all the tension built
up in the verses. This is
where the famous hook
lies.  The  progression
remains  in  the  same
key but is played with
maximum energy.
The  standard  chorus
progression  is:
G - D - Em - C
(G - D - Em - C)
Then a resolution back
to G.
I f  you  l isten  to  the
original  recording,  you
wi l l  hear  that  the
rhythm guitar  doubles
t h e  b a s s  d r u m ,
creating  a  driving,
almost  militant  feel.
This  is  why  the  song

feels  l ike  a  march.
When  you  play  the
L u c k y  M a n
Montgomery  Gentry
chords  in  the chorus,
you should dig in.  Let
the guitar ring out. This
is  the  part  where  a
second  guitarist  or  a
capo  might  come  in
handy to  add texture,
but  a  single  acoustic
player  can  absolutely
nail  this  by  playing
with  authority.

HOW TO PLAY
'LUCKY MAN' ON
GUITAR: A STEP-
BY-STEP GUIDE

Now that we have the
structure,  let's  put  it
into practice. Here is a
step-by-step method to
learning the song from
scratch.

Step 1:
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Tune Up
and Get

Familiar
S t a n d a r d  t u n i n g
(EADGBe)  is  all  you
need.  Spend  a  few
minutes  just  holding
the  G,  C,  D,  and  Em
chords.  Make  sure
each  s t r i ng  r i ngs
clearly. This song relies
on  crisp,  clean  chord
transitions.  If  you  are
struggling  with  the  D
chord,  ensure  your
wrist is properly angled
so you are not muting
the high E string.

Step 2:
Master

the
Strummin
g Pattern
The strumming pattern
for  "Lucky  Man"  is  a
driving  eighth-note
feel.  The key is to be
consistent  rather  than
fancy. A simple pattern
is:
Down,  Down-Up,  Up-
Down-Up
Repeat  this  pattern
four  times  per  chord
change.  The emphasis
s h o u l d  b e  o n  t h e
downbeats (1, 2, 3, 4).
This gives the song its
"walking" rhythm. This
is the signature rhythm
for  the  Montgomery
Gentry  Lucky  Man
guitar  chords.
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Step 3:
Put the
Intro

Together
The  intro  is  usually  a
simple strum of the G
c h o r d  w i t h  a  f e w
isolated notes. You can
emulate this by playing
a  G  chord  and  then
picking  out  the  bass
note (low E string, 3rd
fret)  fol lowed  by  a
strum. This mimics the
lead guitar  part  found
on the record.

Step 4:
Practice
the Verse

Transition
The  hardest  part  for
beginners is the G to C
t rans i t i on .  When
moving  from  G  to  C,
keep  your  ring  finger
anchored on the low E
string  (3rd  fret)  and
m o v e  y o u r  o t h e r
fingers  into  place.
When  moving  from  C
to  D,  lift  your  middle
and  ring  fingers  and
place  them  on  the  D
chord. Slow is smooth,
and  smooth  is  fast.
Practice  the  Lucky
M a n  c h o r d s
Montgomery  Gentry
used in the verse until
you can do it  without
looking.

Step 5:
Hit the
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Chorus
Hard
F o r  t h e  c h o r u s ,
increase  your  volume.
If you have a pick, use
a  s l ight ly  heav ier
gauge or grip it tighter.
The  chorus  is  where
you want  the song to
"drive."  The  G  to  D
transition  should  feel
powerful.  Let  the  D
chord  ring  out  before
moving to the Em.

Step 6:
Add the
Finishing
Touch
The  song  ends  on  a
held G chord. Let it ring
out  until  the  sound
naturally  decays.  This
mimics  the  ending  of

the  album  vers ion
where the music fades
out.

TIPS FOR
MASTERING THE
SONG AND
SOUNDING LIKE
THE PROS

Knowing  the  chord
shapes  is  step  one.
Making  them  sound
like the record is step
two .  Montgomery
Gentry ’s  sound  i s
rooted  in  gr i t  and
authenticity.  Here  are
some professional  tips
to  help  you  capture
that vibe.

Focus on
the Bass
Notes
Country music is driven
by the low end. When
you play the G chord,
hit  the  low  E  string
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hard before strumming
the  rest .  For  the  C
chord, emphasize the A
string (5th string) root
note. For the D chord,
emphasize the D string
(4 th  s t r ing ) .  Th i s
creates  a  "walking
bass"  fee l  even  i f
you're just strumming.
This is a crucial nuance
for  master ing  the
Lucky  Man  song
chords .

Use a
Capo for
Vocal
Range
I f  you  are  s ing ing
along,  you  might  find
the original key of G is
too low or too high for
your voice. A capo can
fix this. Try placing the
capo on the 2nd or 3rd
fret. The chord shapes

remain the same (G, C,
D, Em), but the pitch of
the song rises. This is a
very  common  tr ick
used by performers to
adapt the Lucky Man
chords  Montgomery
Gentry  or ig inal ly
recorded to  their  own
vocal range.

Dynamics
are
Everythin
g
O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
technical  aspects  of
"Lucky Man" is its use
o f  dynamics .  The
verses  are  relatively
quiet and building. The
chorus  is  loud  and
proud. If  you play the
verses as  loud as the
choruses,  the  song
becomes  flat.  Practice
playing the verses with
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a lighter touch on your
strumming hand. Keep
your  strumming  hand
r e l a x e d  n e a r  t h e
soundhole.  For  the
chorus,  move  your
hand  c loser  to  the
bridge  for  a  brighter,
more cutting sound.

Learn the
Solo (or
Fake It)
The recording features
a  classic  country  rock
solo.  If  you  aren't  a
lead  player,  you  can
"fake"  the  so lo  by
p lay ing  the  chord
progression  high  up
the neck. For example,

play a G chord barred
at  the 10th fret,  then
slide to a C at the 8th
fret, etc. This is a great
w a y  t o  b u i l d
confidence  with  the
fretboard while staying
in  the  pocket  of  the
Lucky  Man  music
chords .

WHY THIS SONG IS
A GUITARIST’S
BEST FRIEND

There  i s  a  reason
"Lucky Man" remains a
staple.  It  is  a  perfect
example of the "less is
more"  philosophy  in
songwriting. The chord
progression is familiar,
but  the  message  is
unique. For a guitarist,
it is an excellent song


