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UNLOCKING YOUR
ARTISTIC
POTENTIAL: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
KEYS TO DRAWING
BERT DODSON

For  anyone  who  has
ever believed the myth
that artistic talent is an
innate gift reserved for
a  l u c k y  f e w ,  B e r t
Dodson ’ s  c l a s s i c
instruction  manual,
Keys  To  Drawing
Bert  Dodson,  offers  a
liberating and practical
counterpoint.  First
published in 1985 and
s t i l l  r eve red  as  a
cornerstone  of  art
education,  this  book

demystifies  the
drawing  p rocess .
D o d s o n  d o e s  n o t
simply tell you to draw
w h a t  y o u  s e e ;  h e
provides a systematic,
almost  architectural
framework  for  how to
s e e .  T h i s  a r t i c l e
explores  the  profound
principles  within  the
book, revealing why it
remains  an  essential
resource for beginners
and  seasoned  artists
alike.  We  will  break
d o w n  t h e  c o r e
ph i losoph ies ,  the
concept of "playing the
g a m e , "  a n d  t h e
concrete  techniques
that form the bedrock
of competent drawing.
The  beauty  o f  the
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