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MASTERING POKÉMON FIRE RED ON JOHN GBA: THE
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO CHEATS

For millions of gamers, Pokémon Fire Red on the Game Boy
Advance  remains  a  timeless  classic.  Whether  you’re  reliving
childhood  memories  or  discovering  Kanto  for  the  first  time  on
your  mobile  device,  the  John  GBA  emulator  has  made  it
incredibly easy to play this gem on Android and iOS. But what if
you want to speed up your journey, catch elusive Pokémon, or
unlock secret items? That’s where John GBA Fire Red cheats
come into play. This guide will walk you through everything you
need to know—from setting up cheat codes to using advanced
modifications—so  you  can  experience  the  game  like  never
before.

What Is John GBA and Why
Use It for Pokémon Fire
Red?
John  GBA  is  one  of  the  most  popular  Game  Boy  Advance
emulators  available  for  smartphones.  It  offers  smooth
performance,  save  states,  fast-forward  options,  and—most
importantly—built-in cheat support. When you combine John GBA
with Pokémon Fire Red (a remake of the original 1996 game), you
get  a  powerhouse  of  nostalgia  with  modern  flexibility.  Cheats
allow you to bypass tedious grinding, obtain rare Pokémon early,
and even explore areas that would otherwise be locked. The key
is knowing which cheats work and how to apply them correctly.

Understanding Cheat
Types: GameShark vs.
Action Replay
Before diving into specific codes, you need to understand the two
main  cheat  formats  used  in  John  GBA  Fire  Red  cheats:
GameShark  and Action Replay.  Both are common, but they
work  differently.  GameShark  codes  tend  to  be  more  stable  for
item and Pokémon modifications,  while  Action  Replay  codes  are
often used for  wild Pokémon encounters and walking through
walls. John GBA supports both formats, so you can mix and match
as needed. Always double-check that a code is intended for the
US version of Pokémon Fire Red (unless you have a different ROM
region).

How to Enter Cheats in John
GBA
The  process  of  entering  John  GBA  Fire  Red  cheats  is
straightforward, but a few steps can trip up newcomers. Here’s a
simple walkthrough:

Launch John GBA and load your Pokémon Fire Red ROM.1.
Tap the menu button (usually three dots or lines in the2.
corner).
Select “Cheats” or “Cheat Codes” from the dropdown.3.
Tap the “Add Cheat” button (often a plus sign or “New”).4.
Enter a descriptive name for your cheat (e.g., “Rare Candy5.
x999”).
Choose the code type: GameShark or Action Replay (most6.
Fire Red codes use Action Replay).
Paste or type the code exactly as it appears (including7.
spaces).
Save the cheat and make sure the checkbox next to it is8.
enabled.
Return to your game. The cheat should take effect9.
immediately or after a few steps.

Pro tip:  Always create a save state before activating a new
cheat. Some codes can cause glitches or freeze the game, and a
save state lets you revert quickly. Also, remember that cheats
are  often  one-time activations—using  them twice  can corrupt
your save file.

Essential John GBA Fire Red
Cheats for Every Player
Below is a curated list of the most useful and reliable cheats for
Pokémon Fire Red.  These codes have been tested on the US
version of the game and work with John GBA. Always use the
correct format (Action Replay unless noted otherwise).

1. UNLIMITED RARE CANDY (LEVEL UP INSTANTLY)
If you want to boost your team without hours of battling, this
cheat gives you 999 Rare Candies in your first item slot. Enter the
following Action Replay code:
82025838 0001
After entering the code, check your Bag’s Items pocket. You’ll
find  Rare  Candies  there.  Use  them  to  instantly  raise  any
Pokémon’s  level.  Be  careful—overusing  Rare  Candies  might
cause  your  Pokémon  to  miss  out  on  effort  values  (EVs),  but  for
casual play, it’s fine.

2. MASTER BALL X99 (CATCH ANY POKÉMON)
Master  Balls  never  miss,  making  them  perfect  for  capturing
Legendary Pokémon. Use this GameShark code:
8202583C 0001
This will fill your first item slot with 99 Master Balls. You can then
throw them at Mewtwo, Zapdos, or any roaming Pokémon without
worrying about catch rates.

3. WALK THROUGH WALLS (EXPLORE UNFINISHED
AREAS)
This Action Replay code lets you bypass obstacles and explore
areas like the Cerulean Cave early. Use:
7881A4A9 2EB5F45E (enable)
E5B6CC7E 62132B84 (disable)
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To activate, walk into any wall or obstacle. You’ll phase through
them. Disable the cheat when you want normal movement again.
Avoid talking to NPCs while  walking through walls  to prevent
softlocks.

4. INFINITE MONEY (SHOP WITHOUT WORRY)
Tired of being broke? Use this Action Replay code to set your
money to 999999:
820251E8 423F
Once activated, check your PokéDollars. You can now buy all the
Poké Balls, Potions, and TMs you want.

5. WILD POKÉMON MODIFIER (CATCH ANY SPECIES,
INCLUDING MEW)
This code changes the next wild Pokémon you encounter into a
specific  species.  First,  you  need  to  set  the  encounter  code.  For
example, to encounter a Mew (Pokémon #151):
83007F5C 0097
Then use a secondary code to activate the encounter. Walk into
grass or use a Fishing Rod. The first Pokémon you encounter will
be  Mew (or  whatever  species  you set).  Note  that  some rare
Pokémon may have unusual stats or movesets when encountered
this way, but they are perfectly usable.

Advanced Cheats and
Master Codes
Some John GBA Fire Red cheats require a “Master Code” to
function properly. Master codes act as a gateway for other cheat
codes. For Pokémon Fire Red (US version), the standard Master
Code is:
8CC846B4 ABD5E0B5
You  must  add  this  code  first,  then  add  your  secondary  codes
underneath. Without the Master Code, your cheats may not work
or may cause random glitches. Always add the Master Code when
using  complex  modifications  like  “Catch  Any  Pokémon”  or
“Trainer  Rematches.”

Common Problems and
How to Fix Them
Even with the best  cheats,  issues can arise.  Here are typical
problems and solutions when using John GBA Fire Red cheats:

Cheat not working: Double-check the code format.
Ensure you selected the correct type (GameShark vs.
Action Replay). Also, some codes are region-specific—use

only codes written for the US version of Pokémon Fire Red
(if that’s your ROM).
Game freezes or crashes: Too many active cheats can
overload the emulator. Try disabling all cheats, save your
game, load from that save, and then re-enable one cheat at
a time.
Items appear but are glitched: Some cheats modify
item slots that are already used. Clear your Bag’s items by
tossing or storing them before activating a cheat.
Can’t restore a save after using cheats: Cheats can
corrupt save files if used incorrectly. Always use John GBA’s
save states instead of in-game saves when experimenting
with cheats. Save states can be backed up.

Ethical Use and
Preservation of Fun
While powerful, John GBA Fire Red cheats should be used to
enhance  your  experience,  not  ruin  it.  Overusing  cheats—like
instantly maxing out your team to level 100—can make the game
feel  empty.  Consider  using  cheats  sparingly:  maybe  infinite
money to buy TMs, or a single Rare Candy cheat to evolve a
Pokémon  you’ve  trained  for  hours.  The  internet  is  full  of
cautionary tales about corrupted save files and lost progress. By
using save states and testing cheats in a second playthrough,
you can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Where to Find More Cheats
The codes listed above are a solid starting point, but the world of
John GBA Fire Red cheats  is  vast.  Community  forums like
GBAtemp, Reddit’s r/Emulation, and dedicated cheat databases
(like  SuperCheats  or  GameFAQs)  offer  thousands  of  codes.  Look
for codes tagged as “Action Replay” or “GameShark” for Fire Red
(US). Some websites even provide in-game save editors that let
you  customize  your  Pokémon’s  stats,  moves,  and  abilities
directly—though those require exporting your save file from John
GBA.

CONCLUSION

Pokémon Fire Red remains a beloved RPG, and playing it on John
GBA brings the adventure to your fingertips. With the right John
GBA Fire Red cheats, you can skip the grind, catch legendary
Pokémon,  and  explore  Kanto  in  ways  the  original  developers
never  intended.  Remember to  use cheats  responsibly:  always
enable Master Codes, test on a save state, and keep backups.
Whether you want infinite Rare Candies, walk through walls, or a
wild  Mew  encounter,  these  codes  can  transform  your
playthrough.  So  fire  up  your  emulator,  input  those  codes,  and
reignite  your  journey  through  the  Kanto  region—now  with
unlimited possibilities.


