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There is something
truly magical about the
art of Disney. From the
mischievous grin of
Mickey Mouse to the
determined sparkle in
Elsa's eyes, Disney
characters have a
charm that captivates
audiences of all ages.
For many aspiring
artists, learning how to
draw Disney characters
step by step is the first

step into a larger world
of creativity. While
these iconic figures
may seem complex at
first glance, the truth is
that anyone can learn
to sketch them with a
bit of patience,
practice, and the right
guidance. Whether you
are a complete
beginner or a seasoned
artist looking to refine
your style, this
comprehensive guide
will walk you through
the essential
techniques and
processes needed to
bring your favorite
Disney characters to
life on paper.


https://www.remodelicious.com/

WHY LEARN TO
DRAW DISNEY
CHARACTERS?

Disney animation is
built on a foundation of
simple shapes, clear
silhouettes, and
expressive features. By
learning how to draw
Disney characters step
by step, you are not
just copying a design;
you are internalizing
core principles of
character design,
proportion, and
emotion. These skills
are transferable to any
style of drawing,
making Disney an
excellent starting point
for any artist.
Moreover, drawing
familiar characters can
be incredibly
rewarding. There is a

improving. For parents,
teachers, or hobbyists,
this skill also provides
a wonderful way to
connect with others

through shared
nostalgia and
creativity.
ESSENTIAL TOOLS

AND MATERIALS
FOR BEGINNERS

Before you begin your
journey on how to draw
Disney characters step
by step, it helps to
gather the right tools.
You do not need
expensive equipment
to start, but having a
few basics will make
the process smoother
and more enjoyable.

e Pencils: A
standard HB
pencil is great for

deep sense of initial sketching.
accomplishment when A 2B or 4B pencil
you complete a sketch is useful for

of Simba or Ariel, and it darker lines and
fuels the desire to keep shading.
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e Erasers: A

kneaded eraser
is ideal for lifting
graphite without
smudging. A
standard plastic
eraser works well
for clean
corrections.
Paper: Smooth,
heavy drawing
paper is best. It
holds up well to
erasing and
allows for clean
lines.

Fine Liners or
Pens: Once you
are happy with
your pencil
sketch, you can
outline it with a
black fine liner to
create a crisp,
finished look.
Reference
Images: Keep
images of the
character you
want to draw
nearby. This
helps you study

proportions and
details as you
work.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF
DISNEY STYLE

Before diving into
specific tutorials, it is
useful to understand
what makes a
character look
"Disney." The style
relies heavily on a few
key concepts that you
will encounter
frequently as you learn
how to draw Disney
characters step by
step.

The
Power of
Simple



Shapes

Nearly every Disney
character can be
broken down into basic
shapes like circles,
ovals, triangles, and
rectangles. Mickey
Mouse is essentially a
series of circles. Elsa's
face starts with an
oval. Even complex
characters like Baymax
begin with a simple
rounded shape.
Mastering the ability to
see these shapes is the
most important skill
you can develop. When
you look at a reference
image, train your eyes
to ignore the details
and see the underlying
geometry first.

Proportio
n and

Exaggera
tion

Disney characters are
not drawn to realistic
human proportions.
They often have larger
heads, bigger eyes,
and smaller bodies
compared to real
people. This
exaggeration is what
makes them so
expressive and cute.
For example, a child
character might have a
head that is one-third
of their total height,
while an adult
character might have a
head that is one-fifth of
their height.
Understanding these
ratios is crucial when
learning how to draw
Disney characters step
by step.
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EXpréssiv

e Eyes

and

Facial

Features

The eyes are the
window to the soul,
especially in Disney
art. Large, expressive
eyes are a hallmark of
the style. The
eyebrows play a huge
role in conveying
emotion, often moving
independently of the
eyes to show surprise,
sadness, or anger. The
mouth is also highly
expressive, with simple
curves able to show a
wide range of emotions
from a joyful smile to a
worried frown.

DISNEY
CHARACTERS STEP
BY STEP: THREE
ICONIC EXAMPLES

Now that you have a
grasp of the
fundamentals, let us
walk through three
specific characters.
Each tutorial builds on
the same core
principles but applies
them in unique ways.

Step-by-
Step
Tutorial:
Drawing
Mickey
Mouse

Mickey Mouse is the
foundation of Disney



art. Learning how to
draw Disney characters
step by step often
starts with him
because of his simple
construction.

1. Start with the
Head Circle:
Draw a large
circle in the
center of your
page. This will be
Mickey's head.
Do not worry
about perfection;
a light, rough
circle is fine.

2. Add the Ears:
On top of the
head circle, draw
two smaller
circles. These are
Mickey's iconic
ears. They
should be placed
slightly to the
sides, not
directly on top. In
a front-facing
view, the ears sit
at about the 10
o'clock and 2

o'clock positions
on the head
circle.

. Map the Face:

Lightly draw a
vertical line
down the center
of the head
circle. Then,
draw a horizontal
line slightly
below the center.
This is where the
eyes will go.
Draw another
horizontal line
lower down for
the nose and
mouth.

. Draw the Eyes

and Nose: On
the lower
horizontal line,
draw two small
ovals for the
eyes. They
usually touch or
come very close
to the center
vertical line.
Below the eyes,
draw a small oval
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for the nose. It
should sit right
on the horizontal
line you drew for
the nose.

. Create the
Mouth and
Snout: Draw a
curved line for
the smile that
starts from the
side of the nose
and curves
downward.
Mickey's mouth
is often open in a
cheerful grin.
Add a small
curved line for
the cheek, which
is simply a small
"c" shape on the
side of the face.
. Outline the
Body: Below the
head, draw a
smaller oval for
the body.
Mickey's body is
pear-shaped,
wider at the
bottom. Add two

long, thin ovals
for the arms, and
two larger,
rounded ovals for
the feet.

. Add Details

and Refine: Go
back and refine
your lines. Make
the circles
rounder, adjust
the size of the
ears, and clean
up the sketch.
Add small lines
for the fingers
(three on each
hand) and the
shorts. Mickey's
shorts have two
large buttons.

. Finalize with

Ink: Once you
are satisfied, go
over your pencil
lines with a black
fine liner. Erase
any remaining
pencil marks.
You now have a
classic Mickey
Mouse!



Step-by-
Step

Tutorial:
Drawing

curved triangle
shape below it
for the chin. This
creates a classic
feminine face
shape. Draw a
vertical line
down the center
and a horizontal
line at eye level.

E | Sa fro m 2. Position the
Eyes: Elsa's eyes
Frozen are large and
almond-shaped.
, They sit on the
Elsa is a wonderful horizontal line
character to pracpce and are spaced
becallee.she combines apart by about
reallstllc human one eye-width,
pr.oportlons with the Draw the upper
Disney style .of eyelids with a
elegance an.d emotion. slight curve, and
When I.earnlng how to the lower lids
draw Disney charactlers with a much
step t?y step, paying flatter curve. Add
atter?tlon to shape and oupils and irises,
flow is key. leaving a small
1. Build the Head white highlight
Shape: Start for that
with a circle for "sparkle."
the cranium. 3. Draw the Nose
Then, add a and Mouth: The
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nose is small and
delicate, typically
drawn with a
simple curved
line on the
vertical axis. The
mouth is a small,
gentle smile.
Draw a short line
for the lips and a
subtle curve
beneath it.

. Add the
Eyebrows and
Eyelashes:
Elsa's eyebrows
are elegant and
slightly angled
upwards. They
sit above the
eyes and add to
her regal look.
Add thick lashes
to the top eyelids
to make her eyes
stand out.

. Sketch the Hair
and Braid:
Elsa's iconic
braid is a series
of interlocking
shapes. Start

with a thick line
running down the
back of her head.
Then, draw
overlapping "c"
shapes and
curved lines to
build the texture
of the braid. The
front of her hair
is swept to one
side, with a few
strands falling
over her face.

. Outline the

Body and
Dress: Draw a
slender neck
leading to a
small, elegant
body. Her dress
is form-fitting at
the top and flows
out into a wide
skirt. Use long,
sweeping curves
to show the
movement of the
fabric. A line
down the center
of the skirt helps
show its
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structure.

7. Refine Details:
Add the details of
her dress,
including the
sheer cape and
the intricate
snowflake
patterns if you
wish. Clean up
your guidelines
and make sure
the proportions
look balanced.
Elsa has a long,
graceful neck
and a small
waist.

8. Finalize: Ink
your lines
carefully, using a
lighter touch for
details like the
hair strands and
dress folds. Erase
pencil lines for a
clean final
image.

Step-by-
Step
Tutorial:
Drawing
Simba
from The
Lion King

Simba is a fantastic
character to draw
because he is an
animal with very
humanlike expressions.
This tutorial for how to
draw Disney characters
step by step focuses on
shape and proportion
for animal characters.

1. Start with a
Circle for the
Head: Draw a
large circle.
Simba's head is
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round and fluffy.
Add a smaller
circle below and
slightly to the
side for his
muzzle. The
muzzle should
protrude forward.
. Draw the Ears:
Simba's ears are
large and round.
They sit on the
sides of the
head, much
higher up than
you might think.
Draw two half-
circles on the top
sides of the head
circle.

. Map the Eyes:
Draw a horizontal
line across the
main head circle,
slightly above
the center. The
eyes sit on this
line. They are
large and round,
but not as tall as
human eyes. The
eyes are spaced

11

widely apart,
giving him a
cute, innocent
look.

. Add the Nose

and Mouth: The
nose is a simple,
rounded triangle
shape at the tip
of the muzzle.
Draw a small line
down from the
nose to the
mouth. The
mouth is a gentle
curve with a
small lower lip.

. Draw the Fluffy

Mane: Simba
has a small,
fluffy mane. It is
not fully grown
yet. Draw
jagged, curved
lines around the
head circle to
represent the
tufts of fur. Keep
it uneven and
soft-looking.

. Outline the

Body: Draw a



small, rounded
body below the
head. Simba's
body is small and
chubby. Add four
short, sturdy legs
with rounded
paws. The tail is
long and thin
with a small tuft
at the end.

. Refine and Add
Expression:
Simba's
expression is
key. Make the
eyes big and
bright. Add a
small, soft smile.
The ears should
sit perked up or
relaxed,
depending on the
mood you want
to convey. Clean
up your lines and
adjust the size of
the features.

. Finalize: Use
fine liners to
outline your
drawing. For the

12

fur, use short,
quick strokes
rather than solid
lines. Erase the
pencil guidelines.
You have drawn
young Simbal!

TIPS FOR
MASTERING THE
ART OF DRAWING
DISNEY
CHARACTERS

As you continue
learning how to draw
Disney characters step
by step, keep these
tips in mind to
accelerate your
progress and avoid
frustration.

e Use Guidelines:
Never skip
drawing the
initial guide
circles and lines.
They act as a
map and ensure
your proportions
are correct from
the start.
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e Draw Lightly:
Use a light hand
in the early
stages. This
makes it much
easier to erase
and adjust lines
without
damaging the
paper.

Focus on the
Silhouette: A
strong Disney

13

character is
recognizable by
its silhouette
alone. Before
adding details,
step back and
look at the
outline of your
drawing. Does it
look like the
character? If the
shape is right,
the details will
fall into place.



