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INTRODUCTION:
THE
UNCONQUERABLE
LIGHT OF MEMORY

In  the  landscape  of
contemporary  Latin
American  literature,
f e w  w o r k s  h a v e
resonated  with  such
raw  emotional  power
and  urgent  soc ia l

c r i t i q u e  a s  E l
Invencible  Verano
De  Liliana  (Liliana's
Invincible  Summer)
by  Cristina  Rivera
Garza .  This  is  not
merely a memoir; it is
an  archaeological
excavation  of  a  life
sto len  too  soon,  a
fierce indictment of the
systemic violence that
silences women, and a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
enduring  strength  of
love and memory. The
book’s  title,  a  direct
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reference  to  Albert
C a m u s ’ s  f a m o u s
aphorism about finding
an  invincible  summer
within  oneself  during
the  deepest  winter,
immediately signals its
central  paradox:  how
does  one  find  light  in
the  absolute  darkness
of  a  femicide?  Rivera
Garza answers this by
reconstructing  the
vibrant,  brilliant,  and
d e e p l y  h u m a n
e x i s t e n c e  o f  h e r
younger sister, Liliana,
who was murdered by
an  ex-boyfr iend  in
1 9 9 0 .  T h r o u g h  a
collage  of  personal
letters,  police  reports,
academic  interviews,
and  the  author’s  own
prose,  El  Invencible
Verano  De  L i l iana
becomes  a  powerful
ac t  o f  r es i s tance
against oblivion. It is a
book that demands to
be  read,  discussed,
and carried forward in

the  fight  against
gender-based violence.

UNEARTHING
LILIANA: THE
STORY AT THE
HEART OF THE
MEMOIR

El Invencible Verano
De Liliana is anchored
in  the  real  story  of
Liliana Rivera Garza, a
young  architecture
s t u d e n t  a t  t h e
Universidad  Autónoma
M e t r o p o l i t a n a  i n
Mexico  City.  She  was
just  twenty  years  old
when she was killed on
July 16, 1990. Her ex-
boyfriend,  who  had  a
history  of  harassment
and  abuse,  was  the
primary  suspect  but
was  never  brought  to
justice.  For  nearly
three  decades,  the
c a s e  r e m a i n e d  a
painful,  closed  wound
in  the  author’s  life.
Then, in 2016, Cristina
Rivera  Garza  decided
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t o  r e o p e n  t h e
investigation, not as a
detect ive  but  as  a
writer.
The book is the result
o f  t h a t  p r o f o u n d
journey. It is built from
the  fragments  Liliana
left  behind:  hundreds
of letters, diary entries,
photographs,  and  the
testimonies  of  friends
and  family.  Through
these materials, Rivera
Garza  resurrects  her
s i s t e r  i n  a l l  h e r
c o m p l e x i t y — h e r
d r e a m s ,  h e r
insecurities,  her  fierce
intelligence,  and  her
burgeoning  feminist
consciousness.  We
meet  Liliana  not  as  a
tragic victim, but as a
young  woman  full  of
plans,  laughter,  and a
growing  awareness  of
the  patriarchal  world
t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y
consumed  her.  The
n a r r a t i v e  m o v e s
seamlessly  between

t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e
present ,  between
memory  and  analysis,
creating  an  intimate
portrait  that  defies  the
reduct ive  label  of
“victim.”

From
Silence to
Action:
The
Author’s
Role
Cristina  Rivera  Garza
does not hide her own
process  of  grief  and
guilt.  She  examines
w h y  s h e ,  a n d  h e r
family, remained silent
for  so  long—a  silence
born  from  trauma,
shame, and the fear of
exposing  a  painful
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history.  By  writ ing
Liliana's  Invincible
S u m m e r ,  s h e
transforms that silence
into a powerful tool for
denunciation. The book
i s  a  m e t i c u l o u s
examination  of  how
domestic  violence and
femicide  are  often
allowed to happen by a
society  that  looks  the
o t h e r  w a y .  I t  i s  a
personal story, but it is
also  a  collective  one.
Rivera Garza positions
herself as a “reader” of
Liliana’s  archives,  a
t r a n s l a t o r  o f  h e r
sister’s lost voice into a
language  that  can
demand  justice.

THE CRUCIAL
CONTEXT:
FEMINICIDE IN
MEXICO

To  fully  appreciate  El
Invencible  Verano
De Liliana,  one must
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
harrowing  reality  of

gender  violence  in
Mex ico .  L i l i ana ’ s
m u r d e r  i n  1 9 9 0
predates  the  term
“ f e m i n i c i d e ”
(femicidio) becoming a
legal category in many
Mexican  states,  but  it
fits  a  horrifying
pattern.  For  decades,
thousands  of  women
and  girls  have  been
killed  simply  because
of  their  gender,  often
w i t h  h o r r i f y i n g
impunity.  The  book  is
published  at  a  time
when  the  movement
against  feminicide has
grown louder and more
v is ib le ,  thanks  to
activists,  collectives,
and the #NiUnaMenos
campaign.
R i v e r a  G a r z a
interweaves  Liliana’s
personal  tragedy  with
statistics  and  socio-
political  analysis.  She
connects  the  dots
between  the  abuse
Liliana  suffered  at  the
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h a n d s  o f  h e r  e x -
boyfr iend  and  the
broader  culture  of
m a c h i s m o  t h a t
n o r m a l i z e s  m a l e
control  and  violence.
The  book  d raws  a
direct  line  from  the
harassment  Liliana
e n d u r e d  t o  t h e
systemic failures of the
justice  system  that
failed to protect her. In
doing so, El Invencible
Verano  De  L i l iana
becomes  not  just  a
memorial, but a radical
political  document.  It
forces  the  reader  to
see that Liliana’s story
is not exceptional—it is
emblematic of  a crisis
that continues to claim
lives every day.

The Role
of the

Justice
System
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
devastating aspects of
the book is its detailed
account  of  the  failed
investigation.  The
police  and  judicial
authorities  in  1990
w e r e  w o e f u l l y
inadequate.  The  main
s u s p e c t  w a s
questioned  but  never
formally  charged.  The
fami ly  was  to ld  to
move  on,  to  forget.
R i v e r a  G a r z a ’ s
investigation  in  2016
reveals  that  many
official records are lost,
mishandled,  or  simply
d i s m i s s i v e .  T h i s
negligence is a central
theme:  the  state’s
complicity  through
inaction. By presenting
these  documents
alongside  Lil iana’s
vibrant  letters,  the
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author creates a stark
contrast between a life
o f  p r o m i s e  a n d  a
system of indifference.

LITERARY STYLE: A
COLLAGE OF LOVE
AND RAGE

Cr i s t ina  R ivera
Garza  is  a  celebrated
writer  known  for  her
exper imenta l  and
poetic  prose,  and  El
Invencible  Verano  De
Liliana is no exception.
The  book  defies
t rad i t iona l  genre
categories.  It  is  part
memoir ,  part  t rue
crime,  part  feminist
e s s a y ,  a n d  p a r t
epistolary  novel.  The
a u t h o r  w e a v e s
together  mult ip le
voices:  her  own  adult
voice,  the  youthful
voice  of  Liliana  from
h e r  l e t t e r s ,  t h e
bureaucratic  language
of  police  reports,  and
the analytical  voice of
theory. This polyphonic

structure  mirrors  the
process  of  memory
i tse l f—fragmented,
recursive,  and  deeply
emotional.

The Use
of Letters
as
Primary
Text
Liliana’s letters are the
beating  heart  of  the
book.  They  reveal  a
y o u n g  w o m a n
grappling  with  love,
ambition,  and  fear.
O n e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
striking  letter  shows
Liliana  writing  to  her
ex-boyfriend,  breaking
up with him and clearly
s t a t i n g  h e r
boundaries—a  letter
that  was  ignored.  By
i n c l u d i n g  t h e s e
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documents  verbatim,
Rivera  Garza  allows
L i l i a n a  t o  s p e a k
directly from the past.
It is a powerful literary
device  that  gives  the
reader  a  sense  o f
i m m e d i a c y  a n d
intimacy. We hear her
humor, her anger, and
her  hope.  The  letters
also serve as evidence
of  the  psychological
abuse  she  suffered,
d i s m a n t l i n g  a n y
narrative  that  might
blame  her  for  staying.

Blending
the
Personal
with the
Theoretic

al
Rivera  Garza  a lso
draws  on  feminist
theory,  sociology,  and
psychoanalysis  to
contextualize  Liliana’s
e x p e r i e n c e .  S h e
references thinkers like
Rita  Segato,  who  has
written  extensively  on
feminicide,  and  uses
concepts like “the right
to  have  r ights”  to
f r a m e  L i l i a n a ’ s
struggle. However, the
theory  never  feels
heavy-handed.  It  is
seamlessly  integrated
into  the  emotional
narrative,  deepening
t h e  r e a d e r ’ s
understanding  without
d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e
humanity of the story.
This balance is one of
the  book’s  greatest
strengths: it is both an
intellectual work and a
deeply moving elegy.
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THE MEANING OF
THE TITLE:
INVINCIBLE

SUMMER

The title El Invencible
Verano De Liliana  is
a  direct  translation  of
Camus’s  line  from his
e s s a y  “ R e t u r n  t o
Tipasa”:  “In the midst
of  winter,  I  finally
learned that there was
in  me  an  invincible
summer.”  How  does
this  relate  to  Liliana?
On one level, it  refers
to  her  own  internal
light—her  passion  for
life, her creativity, her
res i s tance  to  the
d a r k n e s s  o f  h e r
abusive  relationship.
Even  as  she  walked
through  the  winter  of
h e r  f e a r  a n d
harassment,  Liliana
held onto her summer,
h e r  p l a n s ,  h e r
friendships.
On a deeper level, the
“invincible summer” is

the memory of  Liliana
that  su rv ives  her
death.  Rivera  Garza
writes  that  Liliana’s
summer  cannot  be
extinguished by the act
of  violence.  Through
this book, that summer
becomes  a  force  that
can  inspire  change.
The author is not trying
to  find  closure;  she  is
trying to keep Liliana’s
flame  alive,  to  make  it
invincible  against  the
erasure  of  time  and
indifference. The title is
thus  a  declaration  of
resistance:  no  matter
how many women are
s i l e n c e d ,  t h e i r
s t o r i e s — t h e i r
summers—will  not  be
destroyed.

IMPACT AND
RECEPTION: A
CALL TO ACTION

Since its publication in
2021  in  Spanish  (and
l a t e r  i n  E n g l i s h
translation  by  Rivera
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Garza  herse l f ) ,  El
Invencible  Verano  De
Liliana  has  garnered
widespread  acclaim
and touched countless
readers.  It  won  the
2021 Xavier Villaurrutia
Award, one of Mexico’s
mos t  p res t i g i ous
literary  prizes.  It  has
been praised by critics
for  its  courage,  its
formal innovation, and
its unflinching honesty.
More  importantly,  it
h a s  b e c o m e  a
touchstone for feminist
movements  in  Mexico
and  beyond.  Readers
have  found  in  i t  a
language  to  articulate
their  own  grief  and
rage .  Book  c lubs ,
university courses, and
activist  groups  have
used  it  as  a  tool  for
d i s c u s s i o n  a n d
awareness.

Why This
Book
Matters
Now
The timing of Liliana's
Invincible Summer is
crucial. In an era where
femicide  rates  remain
alarmingly  high  and
where movements like
# M e T o o  a n d
#NiUnaMenos  have
b r o u g h t  g e n d e r
v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e
forefront  of  publ ic
consciousness,  this
book  offers  a  deeply
personal  entry  point
into a systemic crisis. It
does  not  offer  easy
solutions, but it models
a way of remembering
that  i s  act ive  and
transformative.  Rivera
Garza  shows  tha t
writing  is  a  form  of



10

10 El Invencible Verano De Liliana Lilianas
Invincible Summer De Cristina Rivera Garza

2025-02-02

activism,  that  bearing
witness  is  a  political
act,  and that  love  for
the dead can fuel  the
fight for the living.

CONCLUSION: A
BEACON IN THE
DARKNESS

El Invencible Verano
De Liliana  is  a  book
that  stays  with  you
long after you close its
pages. It is a haunting,
b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d
n e c e s s a r y  w o r k .
Cristina  Rivera  Garza
has given her sister the
t r i b u t e  s h e
deserved—not  a  quiet
m e m o r i a l ,  b u t  a
roaring, intelligent, and
h e a r t - w r e n c h i n g
d o c u m e n t  t h a t

demands  justice.  By
reading  the  book,  we
b e c o m e  p a r t  o f
Liliana’s  invincible
summer. We carry her
story  forward,  and  in
doing so, we contribute
t o  t h e  s m a l l  b u t
powerful  resistance
against  a  culture  of
violence.  This  is  more
than a memoir; it is a
monument  built  from
words ,  a  f o r t ress
around a light that will
never be extinguished.
For anyone seeking to
understand the human
cost of feminicide, the
power of sisterhood, or
the enduring grace of a
l i fe  fu l ly  l i ved ,  E l
Invencible  Verano  De
L i l i a n a  i s  a n
indispensable read.


