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MASTERING THE
OUTDOORS: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO BOY SCOUT
CAMPING MERIT
BADGE ANSWERS

For  generations,  the
Boy Scouts of America
has been synonymous
w i t h  o u t d o o r
a d v e n t u r e ,  s e l f -
r e l i a n c e ,  a n d
leadership. Among the
m o s t  i c o n i c  a n d
c h a l l e n g i n g
achievements  a  Scout
can  pursue  i s  the
Camping  Merit  Badge.
I t  i s  no t  mere l y  a
badge  to  sew  onto  a

sash;  i t  is  a  r i te  of
passage  that  tests  a
young  person's  ability
to live comfortably and
s a f e l y  i n  t h e
wilderness. If you are a
Scout  looking  to  earn
t h i s  b a d g e ,  o r  a
Scoutmaster seeking to
provide  Boy  Scout
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
Badge  Answers  that
genuinely  help  your
troop,  you have come
to the right place. This
comprehensive  guide
breaks  down  every
requirement,  offers
practical  advice,  and
provides  the  essential
knowledge you need to
succeed. From packing
a  b a c k p a c k  t o
practicing  "Leave  No
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Trace,"  we  will  cover
everything that makes
a  S c o u t  a  t r u e
outdoorsman.

WHY THE CAMPING
MERIT BADGE
MATTERS

Before  diving  into  the
specific  Boy  Scout
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
Badge Answers,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  why  this
badge holds  a  special
place in Scouting. The
Camping  Merit  Badge
is  often  considered  a
cornerstone  of  the
Eag le  Scou t  r ank
because  it  teaches
fundamental skills that
apply  to  nearly  every
other  outdoor  activity.
I t  is  not  just  about
sleeping  under  the
s t a r s ;  i t  i s  a b o u t
planning,  preparation,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s tewardsh ip ,  and
resilience.  Scouts  who
earn  this  badge  learn

h o w  t o  a d a p t  t o
changing  weather,
cook  nutritious  meals
over  a  fire,  and  lead  a
patrol effectively in the
backcountry .  The
badge  requ i res  a
minimum of 20 nights
of  camping,  which
forces  Scouts  to  gain
real-world  experience
r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t
theoretical  knowledge.
This  combination  of
practical  application
and tested skill makes
i t  one  o f  the  most
r e s p e c t e d  m e r i t
badges in the program.

REQUIREMENT 1:
SHOW YOUR
CAMPING
EXPERIENCE

The first requirement is
straightforward  but
rigorous.  You  must
present  a  log  of  your
camping  experiences
that  includes  at  least
20 nights  of  camping.
These  nights  must  be
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under  the  auspices  of
the  Boy  Scouts  o f
America, meaning they
m u s t  o c c u r  a t  a n
overnight  Scouting
activity,  such  as  a
t roop  campout ,  a
summer camp, a high-
adventure  base,  or  a
c o u n c i l - o r g a n i z e d
even t .  A  common
question Scouts ask is
w h a t  c o u n t s  a s  a
"night."  The answer is
simple:  any  night  you
sleep in a tent, shelter,
or  under  the  stars
while  participating  in
an authorized Scouting
event.  I t  is  wise  to
keep a detailed journal
or  use  a  smartphone
app  to  track  these
n i g h t s .  Y o u r  Boy
Scout Camping Merit
Badge Answers  here
should include a clear,
organized list of dates,
locations,  and  a  brief
description  of  each
campout.  Be prepared
to show this log to your

merit  badge counselor
and  discuss  what  you
learned  from  each
experience.

Tips for
Tracking
Your
Nights

Use a
dedicated
notebook: Keep
a small camping
journal in your
gear. Write down
the date,
location, weather
conditions, and
one fun fact
about each trip.
Ask your
Scoutmaster
for a signature:
After each
campout, ask a
leader or the
Scoutmaster to
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sign off in your
book. This
provides
verification.
Include variety:
The requirement
doesn't specify
that all 20 nights
must be different
locations, but a
variety of
experiences will
make your
review with the
counselor more
interesting.
Summer camp
counts: A week
at summer camp
can easily
provide 5 to 7
nights toward
your total.

REQUIREMENT 2:
PLAN A PATROL OR
INDIVIDUAL
CAMPOUT

Leadership  is  at  the
heart of Scouting, and
this  requirement  tests

your ability to plan and
execute  a  campout.
You must plan a patrol
or  individual  campout.
This  is  where  many
Scouts  get  stuck,  but
w i t h  t h e  r i g h t
guidance,  it  becomes
a n  e m p o w e r i n g
experience.  The  key
here  is  preparation.
You  need  to  create  a
detai led  plan  that
i n c l u d e s  t h e
d e s t i n a t i o n ,
transportation,  menu,
g e a r  l i s t ,  a n d  a
schedule  of  activities.
Y o u r  B o y  S c o u t
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
Badge  Answers  for
th i s  requ i rement
should  demonstrate
that you know how to
anticipate  challenges.
For  example,  what  is
your  backup plan if  it
rains? What if someone
gets injured? How will
you  manage  f ood
s t o r a g e  t o  a v o i d
attracting  bears?  A
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well-thought-out  plan
shows  your  counselor
that  you are ready to
lead.

Elements
of a
Strong
Campout
Plan

Destination1.
and Route:
Name the
campsite and
describe how you
will get there.
Include driving
directions or a
trail map.
Menu Plan: List2.
every meal,
including snacks.
Ensure meals are
balanced and
easy to prepare

with limited
equipment.
Gear List:3.
Create a
comprehensive
checklist for each
person, including
tent, sleeping
bag, pad,
cooking gear,
clothing, and first
aid kit.
Activity4.
Schedule: Plan
hikes, games,
campfire
programs, or
skill-building
sessions. Leave
some free time
for exploration.
Safety Plan:5.
Identify potential
hazards
(weather,
wildlife, terrain)
and explain how
you will mitigate
them.
Emergency6.
Contacts: List
phone numbers
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for park rangers,
local hospitals,
and a designated
adult leader.

REQUIREMENT 3:
COOK TWO MEALS
OUTDOORS

C o o k i n g  i n  t h e
outdoors is a skill that
combines  science,
p a t i e n c e ,  a n d
creativity.  For  this
requirement, you must
c o o k  t w o  m e a l s
outdoors  using  two
different  methods.  The
classic  approaches
include cooking over a
campfire, using a camp
stove, or using a Dutch
oven. Your Boy Scout
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
B a d g e  A n s w e r s
should  show  that  you
u n d e r s t a n d  f o o d
safety,  fire  safety,  and
proper  cleanup.  For
example,  if  you  cook
over a fire, you need to
know  how  to  build  a
cooking  fire  that  is  the

right  size  and how to
control the heat. If you
use a stove, you must
know how to operate it
safely and maintain it.
The meals  themselves
should  be  nutritious
and  satisfying.  Think
about breakfast, lunch,
or  dinner.  A  common
choice  is  to  cook  one
meal for breakfast (like
pancakes  and  bacon)
and another for dinner
(like foil packet chicken
and vegetables). Show
your  counselor  that
you  can  p rope r l y
dispose of  wastewater
and  food  scraps  to
follow Leave No Trace
principles.

Cooking
Methods
to
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Consider
Campfire
cooking: Use
grates, tripods,
or foil packets.
Requires building
a proper fire and
managing coals.
Camp stove
cooking: Simple,
consistent, and
fast. Requires
knowledge of
fuel safety and
proper stove
setup.
Dutch oven
cooking:
Versatile for
stews, cobblers,
and bread.
Requires
managing
charcoal
briquettes for
even heat.
Backpacking
stove: For
lightweight trips.
Typically uses

isobutane or
alcohol fuel. Boils
water quickly.

REQUIREMENT 4:
PROPERLY PITCH A
TENT OR SHELTER

This  requirement  is
about the practical skill
of  setting  up  a  home
away from home.  You
must  pitch  a  tent  or
o ther  she l te r  in  a
proper  location  and
demonstrate  that  it  is
weather-resistant.  The
answer here is not just
about how you set up
the  tent,  but  where.
The perfect campsite is
on level ground, away
from  dead  trees  or
overhanging  branches,
and at a safe distance
from  water  sources.
Y o u  s h o u l d  a l s o
c o n s i d e r  w i n d
d i r e c t i o n ,  s u n
e x p o s u r e ,  a n d
drainage.  Your  Boy
Scout Camping Merit
B a d g e  A n s w e r s
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should  include  the
s teps  you  take  to
ensure  the  tent  i s
secure:  staking  down
the  corners,  using
guylines in high winds,
and  waterproofing  the
seams.  A  common
mistake  is  pitching  a
tent in a low spot that
could  collect  water
during  a  rainstorm.
Show  your  counselor
that you have thought
about  these  factors
and  that  your  shelter
will  keep you dry and
comfortable.

REQUIREMENT 5:
DEMONSTRATE
CAMP SECURITY
AND SAFETY

Safety  is  the  number
o n e  p r i o r i t y  i n
S c o u t i n g .  T h i s
requirement  asks  you
to  demonstrate  your
ability to keep yourself
and  your  patrol  safe.
You need to show that
y o u  k n o w  h o w  t o

handle  common camp
hazards.  This  includes
showing that you know
what to do in case of a
lightning storm, how to
prevent  food  from
attracting animals, how
to treat a minor injury,
and  how  to  behave
around  a  campfire.
Y o u r  B o y  S c o u t
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
B a d g e  A n s w e r s
should reflect a mature
understanding  of  risk
management .  For
example,  explain  how
you would secure your
campsite  if  a  bear  or
raccoon  were  spotted
nearby.  Discuss  the
importance of  keeping
a  c lean  camp  and
storing  food  in  bear-
proof  containers  or
hanging it from a tree.
Also, demonstrate that
you  know  basic  first
aid, such as treating a
cut,  burn,  or  insect
bite.  This  requirement
is your chance to show
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your  counselor  that
you  are  a  safe  and
responsible camper.

Key
Safety
Rules to
Know

Fire safety:1.
Keep a bucket of
water and a
shovel near the
fire. Never leave
a fire
unattended.
Completely
extinguish fires
before leaving or
sleeping.
Weather2.
safety: Move
inside a building
or vehicle during
lightning. Avoid
high ground and
open fields. Know
the signs of

hypothermia and
heat exhaustion.
Wildlife safety:3.
Store food and
scented items
away from
sleeping areas.
Never approach
or feed wildlife.
Make noise while
hiking to avoid
surprising
animals.
Water safety:4.
Treat or boil all
drinking water
unless it comes
from a known,
safe source.
Never swim
alone.

REQUIREMENT 6:
DEMONSTRATE
LEAVE NO TRACE
PRINCIPLES

E n v i r o n m e n t a l
stewardship  is  a  core
value of  Scouting.  For
this  requirement,  you
must  demonstrate
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seven  principles  of
Leave  No  Trace  while
camping. This is  more
than  just  picking  up
trash. Your Boy Scout
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
B a d g e  A n s w e r s
should  show  that  you
actively  reduce  your
impact  on  the  land.
This  means  traveling
on  durable  surfaces
(like  trails  and  rocks),
camping  at  least  200
feet  from  lakes  and
streams,  minimizing
campfire  impacts  by
using  a  stove  instead
of  a  fire,  respecting
wildlife  by  observing
from  a  distance,  and
being  considerate  of
o t h e r  v i s i t o r s  b y
keeping  noise  down.
You should be able to
exp la in  how  your
actions on the campout
directly  supported
each  o f  the  seven
p r i n c i p l e s .  T h i s
requirement  is  often
the  most  rewarding

because  it  connects
you  with  the  broader
m i s s i o n  o f
conservation.

REQUIREMENT 7:
SHARE YOUR
SKILLS WITH
OTHERS

The  final  requirement
for  many  versions  of
this  badge  involves
t e a c h i n g  o r
demonstrating  a  skill
you learned to another
Scout  or  your  patrol.
This  is  where  your
knowledge  becomes
leadership.  Your  Boy
Scout Camping Merit
B a d g e  A n s w e r s
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a
specific  example  of
h o w  y o u  t a u g h t
someone  else.  For
instance,  you  might
show a younger Scout
how to  tie  a  taut-line
hitch,  how  to  use  a
camp stove, or how to
p r o p e r l y  p a c k  a
backpack.  The  key  is
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that you are passing on
the  skills  that  made
y o u  a  s u c c e s s f u l
camper. This reinforces
y o u r  o w n
understanding  and
helps build a stronger,
more  capable  troop.
Teaching  is  a  sign  of
mastery,  and  your
counse lo r  w i l l  be
impressed  by  your
willingness to share.

FINAL THOUGHTS:
PUTTING IT ALL
TOGETHER

Earning  the  Camping
M e r i t  B a d g e  i s  a
journey,  not  a  single
event .  I t  requi res
patience, practice, and
a genuine love for the
outdoors. As you work
t h r o u g h  e a c h
r e q u i r e m e n t ,
remember  that  the
Boy  Scout  Camping
M e r i t  B a d g e
Answers  a r e  n o t
about  memoriz ing
facts;  they  are  about

gaining  experience.
The  best  answer  you
c a n  g i v e  t o  a n y
requirement is a story
f r o m  y o u r  o w n
campouts.  Talk  about
the  time  you  had  to
c o o k  d i n n e r  i n  a
rainstorm, or the night
you  saw  a  meteor
shower while on watch.
These real experiences
are  the  heart  of  the
badge.  Counselors
want  to  see  that  you
have lived the Scouting
i d e a l s  o f  b e i n g
prepared,  trustworthy,
and  reverent  toward
nature.  So  get  out
there,  pitch your tent,
build  your  fire,  and
enjoy  the  adventure.
The badge is  just  the
beginning of a lifetime
of outdoor enjoyment.

Common
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Questions
Scouts
Ask
About the
Camping
Merit

Badge
Can I use
nights from
family camping
trips? No, all
nights must be
under Scouting

auspices (troop,
patrol, council, or
high-adventure
events).
Do I need to
camp in a tent
every night?
No, you can also
sleep in a lean-
to, cabin, or even
a hammock, as
long as it is an
authorized event.
How do I prove
my camping
nights? Keep a
log signed by a
Scout leader.
Written records
with dates and
locations are
best.
Can I work


