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WHY A PROPER MATH PLACEMENT MATTERS FOR
YOUR HOMESCHOOLER

Choosing the right level for your child’s math curriculum is one of
the  most  important  decisions  you  wil l  make  in  your
homeschooling journey. A mismatch can lead to frustration, gaps
in learning, or boredom. Fortunately, the Saxon Homeschool
Math  Placement  Test  is  a  trusted  tool  that  helps  parents
accurately determine where their student should begin. Whether
you are new to Saxon or transitioning from another program,
taking the time to administer a placement test can save months
of struggle and set your child up for success.
Saxon  Math  is  known for  its  incremental  approach,  continual
review, and emphasis on mastery. Unlike many other curricula,
Saxon builds on itself in a very structured way. This means that
simply placing a child by grade level often does not work. A fifth
grader who used a different program may need to start in Saxon
5/4 or even 4/3, depending on their foundational skills. That is
why the placement test is essential—it removes guesswork and
ensures your child is challenged without being overwhelmed.

UNDERSTANDING THE SAXON HOMESCHOOL MATH
PLACEMENT TEST

What Is the Placement
Test?
The  Saxon  Math  placement  test  is  a  free,  downloadable
assessment  tool  provided  by  the  publisher,  Houghton  Mifflin
Harcourt.  It  is  designed to evaluate a student’s  current  math
knowledge  across  key  topics  such  as  addition,  subtraction,
multiplication,  division,  fractions,  decimals,  geometry,  and
problem-solving. The tests are available for different levels, from
early elementary (Math K through Math 3) all the way to high
school (Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and Geometry).
Each test contains a series of problems that increase in difficulty.
Parents can administer the test in a quiet environment without
time  pressure.  The  goal  is  to  see  what  the  student  can  do
independently. The results guide you to the appropriate Saxon
Math textbook and accompanying materials.

Why Use the Saxon
Placement Test?
Many homeschool parents ask, “Can’t I just start my child at the
same grade level as public school?” The answer is no. Saxon
Math does not align strictly with grade levels. For example, Saxon
5/4 is intended for students who have completed a typical fourth-
grade math program. If  your child is  in fifth grade but struggled
with fractions, they might be better placed in Saxon 5/4 rather
than Saxon 6/5. Using the placement test prevents both gaps and
repetition.
Additionally, Saxon’s spiral approach means that concepts are

introduced incrementally and reviewed constantly. If a student
misses  foundational  skills,  later  lessons  become  extremely
difficult.  The  placement  test  acts  as  a  diagnostic  tool,  revealing
any weak areas that need reinforcement before moving forward.

HOW TO ADMINISTER THE SAXON HOMESCHOOL
MATH PLACEMENT TEST

Step-by-Step Guide
Download the correct test. Visit the official Saxon Math1.
website (part of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) and find the
placement test section. There are separate tests for
Primary (Grades K–3), Intermediate (Grades 4–5), and
Secondary (Grades 6–12). Choose the one that seems
closest to your child’s current grade.
Print the test. The tests are PDFs. Print a copy for your2.
child and a scoring guide for yourself.
Set up a comfortable testing environment. Minimize3.
distractions. Let your child know this is not for a grade but
to find the best fit. Do not time the test—encourage them
to do their best.
Do not help. Unless the test instructions say otherwise,4.
allow your child to work independently. If they ask for help,
note it but let them try. The test reveals what they know on
their own.
Score the test. Use the answer key provided. Saxon5.
recommends that a student should score at least 80% to
move on to the next level. If they score below 50%,
consider the level below. Between 50% and 80%, use your
judgment—look at which problems were missed. If they
made careless errors, the current level might be fine. If
they missed foundational concepts, go down one level.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
One  mistake  parents  make  is  skipping  the  placement  test
altogether because they assume their child is “ahead.” Another is
rushing through the test. Take your time. Also, if your child is
between levels, it is usually better to start with the lower level.
Saxon  Math  builds  quickly,  and  a  strong  foundation  is  more
important than staying at a higher number.
If  you  have  a  child  with  special  learning  needs  or  who  has
experienced math anxiety, you may want to administer the test
in  shorter  sessions.  The  placement  test  is  a  tool,  not  a
punishment. Use it with kindness and encouragement.

INTERPRETING PLACEMENT TEST RESULTS

Understanding the Scoring
Guide
The Saxon placement test scoring guide typically divides results
into three bands:

Below 50%: The student is not ready for this level. Go
down one level and test again, or start with the lower level
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directly.
50%–79%: The student has partial mastery. Consider the
lower level, especially if errors show consistent gaps.
However, some parents choose to proceed with the higher
level and provide extra support for weak areas.
80% or above: The student is ready for this level. They
have demonstrated sufficient understanding of the
prerequisite concepts.

For the lower elementary tests (Math K through Math 3),  the
criteria  may  differ  slightly.  Saxon  provides  detailed  instructions
for each test. Always read the guidelines that come with the test.

What to Do If Your Child
Scores in the 50–79%
Range
This  is  the  gray  area.  Look  at  the  specific  problems  missed.  If
they  missed  questions  related  to  a  single  topic  (e.g.,
multiplication facts or fractions),  you might choose the higher
level and supplement with extra practice on that topic. But if
errors are scattered across many topics, it is safer to move down.
Remember, Saxon Math moves fast. Starting too high can lead to
tears  and frustration.  It  is  always  better  to  review and build
confidence than to push ahead prematurely.

PLACEMENT TEST FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS

Primary Grades (K–3)
For  children  in  kindergarten  through  third  grade,  Saxon  offers
Math K, Math 1, Math 2, and Math 3. The placement test for these
levels  is  quite  different  from  upper  grades.  It  includes  oral
components and manipulative-based tasks. For example, a child
may  need  to  count  objects,  identify  numbers,  or  do  simple
addition with physical items. Parents should follow the script in
the test instructions carefully. Do not skip this test just because
your child is young—it helps determine readiness for the heavy
manipulative use in Saxon’s early levels.

Intermediate Grades (4–5)
Saxon  Math  5/4  and  Math  6/5  are  designed  for  fourth  and  fifth
graders, but again, grade labels are approximate. The placement
test for this level covers basic operations, fractions, decimals,
geometry, and word problems. Many students transitioning from
other curricula find that they need to start with 5/4 even if  they
are in fifth grade. That is normal and beneficial.

Middle School and High
School (6–12)
Saxon Math 7/6, Math 8/7, Algebra 1/2, Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and
Geometry form a sequential track. The placement tests for these
levels  are  more  comprehensive.  They  cover  pre-algebra
concepts, algebraic reasoning, and geometric thinking. A student
who  has  completed  a  solid  pre-algebra  course  in  another
curriculum might still place into Math 8/7 rather than Algebra 1/2.
The test will reveal any gaps. High school students should also
consider  their  college  goals—Saxon  offers  a  separate  advanced
placement test for Calculus if needed.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS WITH SAXON MATH AND
PLACEMENT

Use the Test as a
Diagnostic, Not a Label
The Saxon Homeschool Math Placement Test is not about labeling
your  child  as  “behind”  or  “ahead.”  It  is  about  finding  the  best
starting point. Some of the brightest homeschoolers start in a
lower  level  and  then  accelerate  once  they  gain  confidence.  The
incremental nature of Saxon means that even if you start lower,
your child will  likely catch up quickly because the lessons are
efficient and thorough.

Involve Your Child in the
Decision
If  your  child  is  old  enough,  explain  why  you  are  doing  the
placement test.  Show them that the goal  is  to find a math book
that feels “just right.” Some children feel embarrassed if they
place lower than expected. Reassure them that math skills are
like building blocks—you need a strong foundation to build a tall
tower. Many families successfully use Saxon Math for years after
a correct placement.

Consider the Saxon Math
Sequence
One of the unique aspects of Saxon is its mastery of algebra. The
typical sequence is:

Math K through Math 3 (elementary)
Math 5/4
Math 6/5
Math 7/6
Math 8/7
Algebra 1/2 (pre-algebra)
Algebra 1
Algebra 2
Geometry (integrated or separate, depending on edition)
Advanced Mathematics (pre-calculus)
Calculus

Note that Saxon’s Geometry is often taken after Algebra 2, but
some editions include geometry within Algebra 1 and 2. Check
your  specific  edition.  The  placement  test  will  guide  you
regardless  of  the  edition  you  own.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SAXON
PLACEMENT TEST

Can I give my child the test
online?
Yes, some websites offer online versions, but the official PDFs are
recommended  because  they  match  the  exact  format  of  the
textbook problems. For younger children, a paper test is easier.
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How long does the
placement test take?
For  elementary  levels,  20–30  minutes.  For  secondary  levels,
45–60 minutes. Do not rush.

What if my child doesn’t
finish the test?
That’s okay. The number of problems completed can also indicate
readiness. Follow the scoring guide; some tests have a “stopping
point” after a certain number of missed problems.

Should I test my child every
year?
Not  necessarily.  Once  you  have  a  good  placement,  you  can

proceed sequentially. However, if you are considering a change in
curriculum or if your child had a long break, retesting is wise.

CONCLUSION: TAKE THE GUESSWORK OUT OF SAXON
MATH

The  Saxon  Homeschool  Math  Placement  Test  is  an
invaluable  resource  for  homeschooling  families.  It  takes  the
mystery out of curriculum selection and ensures that your child
starts at the right level—not too easy, not too hard. By following
the  simple  steps  above,  you  can administer  the  test  confidently
and  interpret  the  results  to  make  an  informed  decision.
Remember that every child learns at their own pace, and Saxon’s
incremental approach rewards a solid foundation. Spend an hour
now to save months of frustration later. Your child will thank you,
and math time will become a positive, productive part of your
homeschool day.
If you have never used Saxon before, do not be intimidated. The
placement  test  is  your  first  step  toward  a  math  program  that
builds confidence and competence. Download it today, set aside
a quiet afternoon, and let the results guide your family’s math
journey. With the right start, Saxon Math can become a favorite
subject in your homeschool.


