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PIPPI
LONGSTOCKING
AND HER
UNFORGETTABLE
COMPANION: THE
STORY OF MR.
NILSSON

When  readers  first
open  the  pages  of
Ast r id  L indgren’s
beloved  children’s
b o o k s ,  t h e y  a r e
immediately swept into
a  world  of  delightful
chaos,  unapologetic
independence,  and
boundless imagination.
At  the  center  of  this
w o r l d  i s  P i p p i
Longstocking,  the
strongest  girl  in  the

world, who lives alone
at Villa Villekulla with a
horse on the porch and
a  small  chest  of  gold
c o i n s .  B u t  n o
introduction to Pippi is
truly complete without
m e n t i o n i n g  h e r
constant,  mischievous,
and  utterly  charming
companion:  the  Pippi
Longstocking  monkey,
known to  fans  around
t h e  g l o b e  a s  M r .
Nilsson.  This  small
monkey ,  w i th  h i s
jaunty  little  hat  and
clever  antics,  is  far
more  than  a  simple
pet;  he  is  an  integral
part of the fabric that
makes the Pippi stories
s o  e n d u r i n g  a n d
m a g i c a l .
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Understanding the role
of  this  little  primate
offers  a  deeper
appreciation  of  the
themes  of  friendship,
freedom,  and  whimsy
that define the series.

WHO IS MR.
NILSSON? THE
ICONIC PIPPI
LONGSTOCKING
MONKEY

To the uninitiated, the
idea of a nine-year-old
girl living alone with a
monkey  might  seem
fantastical—and  it  is.
That  is  precisely  the
point.  Mr.  Nilsson,  the
Pippi  Longstocking
monkey ,  i s  a  rea l
monkey in the stories,
not a stuffed animal or
a  figment  of
imagination.  He  is  a
small,  energetic,  and
i n c r e d i b l y  s m a r t
monkey  who  P ippi
considers  her  best
friend.  He  is  usually
depicted wearing a tiny

straw hat and, in some
i l l u s t ra t i ons  and
adaptations,  a  little
jacket.  His  name,  Mr.
Nilsson, is a playful and
surprisingly  formal
moniker for such a wild
creature,  a  perfect
example of the humor
that  Lindgren  wove
into  her  writing.

What
Kind of
Monkey Is
Mr.
Nilsson?
While the books do not
a l w a y s  s p e c i f y  a
p r e c i s e  s p e c i e s ,
illustrations  and  film
portrayals  generally
d e p i c t  t h e  P i p p i
Longstocking  monkey
as  a  sma l l ,  ta i l ed
primate,  most  closely
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resembling  a  vervet
monkey  or  a  guenon.
This  type  of  monkey
was a common choice
for exotic pets in early
20th-century  fiction,
s y m b o l i z i n g  a
connection  to  far-off,
adventurous lands. Mr.
N i l s s o n ’ s  s i z e  i s
important;  he is  small
enough  to  perch  on
Pippi’s  shoulder  or  fit
into  her  pocket,  but
large  enough  to  get
into  plenty  of  trouble
on his own. He is agile,
curious, and possesses
a remarkable ability to
understand  Pippi’s
commands ,  o f ten
acting  as  her  silent
partner in crime during
their many escapades.

The
Origin of

the Name
Ast r id  L indgren’s
choice of name for the
Pippi  Longstocking
monkey is a stroke of
genius. "Mr. Nilsson" is
a  common,  a lmost
ord inary  Swed ish
surname. Giving a wild,
exotic  monkey such a
mundane ,  human
n a m e  c r e a t e s  a
delightful contrast. It is
a  classic  example  of
Lindgren’s  humor,
treating  the  monkey
with the same matter-
of-fact seriousness that
P i p p i  a p p l i e s  t o
everything else in  her
life. For Pippi, having a
monkey  named  Mr.
Nilsson  is  no  stranger
than having a horse on
the porch or a suitcase
f u l l  o f  g o l d .  T h i s
n o r m a l c y  w i t h i n
a b s u r d i t y  i s  a
cornerstone  of  the
books’  charm.
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THE DYNAMIC
DUO: PIPPI AND
HER MONKEY

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between Pippi and Mr.
N i l s s o n  i s  o n e  o f
per fect  harmony.
Unlike  traditional  pet-
owner dynamics,  Pippi
treats  her  monkey  as
an equal participant in
her  adventures.  While
she bosses him around
occas ional ly ,  i t  i s
always  with  affection
and a sense of shared
mischief.  The  Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
is  not  just  a  follower;
he  is  an  initiator  of
chaos. He might steal a
cookie  from  a  baker,
untie a boat, or mimic
an adult in a way that
g e t s  t h e m  b o t h
i n t o — a n d  o u t
of—trouble.

A Loyal
Sidekick
in Every
Adventur
e
Throughout the classic
stories, Mr. Nilsson is a
constant  presence.
When  Pippi  goes  to
school  for  the  first
time, Mr. Nilsson goes
with  her.  When  she
attends  a  coffee  party
with proper adults, the
monkey  is  there  to
cause a stir. He is her
confidant,  her  lookout,
a n d  h e r  f e l l o w
prankster. In the movie
a n d  t e l e v i s i o n
adaptations,  the  Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
often  steals  the  show
with  his  expressive
face  and  acrobatic
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m o v e m e n t s .  H e
provides the visual gag
that  complements
Pippi’s  verbal  humor.
Whether he is polishing
s i l ve rware  w i th  a
toothbrush or  riding a
horse  alongside  Pippi,
Mr. Nilsson is never far
from the action.

More
Than Just
a Pet: A
Symbol of
Freedom
On a deeper level, the
Pippi  Longstocking
monkey represents the
untamed,  free  spirit
that  Pippi  embodies.
Mr .  N i l sson  i s  not
housebroken,  he  does
not  fol low  societal
rules,  and  he  l ives
entirely in the moment.

He  is  a  creature  of
instinct and joy, much
like  Pippi  herself.  By
surrounding  herself
with  a  monkey  and a
horse,  Pippi  creates  a
w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e
conventions  of  the
a d u l t  w o r l d  a r e
irrelevant.  Mr.  Nilsson
is a living rejection of
p r o p r i e t y  a n d  a
celebration of the wild,
natural  wor ld.  For
g e n e r a t i o n s  o f
children,  Mr.  Nilsson
has been the ultimate
fantasy  pet—a  loyal,
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  a n d
endlessly  entertaining
friend who never grows
up.

THE REAL-LIFE
INSPIRATION FOR
THE PIPPI
LONGSTOCKING
MONKEY

Like so many elements
of the Pippi stories, the
c h a r a c t e r  o f  M r .
Nilsson was inspired by
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real-life  experiences.
Astrid  Lindgren  was  a
m a s t e r  a t  t a k i n g
kernels  of  truth  and
transforming them into
gold.  While  the  exact
monkey  that  inspired
the character is subject
to some speculation, it
is widely believed that
L i n d g r e n  w a s
influenced by stories of
her  daughter,  Karin,
and  the  imaginative
games  they  played.

Was
There a
Real Mr.
Nilsson?
There  is  no  evidence
that  Lindgren  herself
owned  a  monkey .
However ,  she  was
known  to  be  fond  of
animals  and  had  a
keen eye for character.

The name "Mr. Nilsson"
itself came from a real
p e r s o n .  S i g v a r d
"Sigge"  Nilsson  was  a
Swedish  actor  and
friend of  the  Lindgren
family.  When  Astrid
was looking for a name
for Pippi’s monkey, she
thought  of  her  friend
and decided the name
was  pe r f ec t  f o r  a
dignified  little  primate.
This  inside  joke made
the  character  even
more  special  to  those
in the know. The real-
l ife  Mr.  Nilsson  the
actor  was  reportedly
flattered,  and  the
name  has  become
forever  synonymous
with  the  fictional
monkey.

MR. NILSSON IN
FILM, TELEVISION,
AND POPULAR
CULTURE

The image of the Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
has been cemented in
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p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e
primarily  through  the
numerous  film  and
television  adaptations
of  the  books.  Each
version has brought its
own  interpretation  of
Mr.  Nilsson,  but  all
have retained the core
essence  of  a  clever,
loyal, and mischievous
companion.

The
Classic
Swedish
Films
(1969-19
70)
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s
depiction  of  the  Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
comes from the classic
Swedish  film  series

d i r e c t e d  b y  O l l e
Hellbom, starring Inger
Nilsson  as  Pippi.  In
these films, Mr. Nilsson
was  played  by  a  real
monkey,  adding  an
incredible  sense  of
r e a l i s m  a n d
spontaneity  to  the
scenes.  The  monkey
used in the films was a
Vervet  monkey,  and
his  natural  curiosity
and  behavior  were
captured beautifully on
camera.  His  chemistry
with Inger Nilsson was
palpable,  creating
some  o f  t he  mos t
memorable  moments
in  children’s  cinema.
These films remain the
definitive  visual
representation  of  the
character  for  millions
of  fans  worldwide.

Internatio
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nal
Adaptatio

ns
Later  adaptations,
including cartoons and
animated  series,  have
also featured the Pippi
Longstocking  monkey.
In  these  versions,  the
a n i m a t o r s  o f t e n
e x a g g e r a t e d  h i s
e x p r e s s i o n s  a n d
movements,  making
him  even  more  of  a
comedic  s idekick.
W h e t h e r  i n  2 D
animation  or  stop-
motion,  Mr.  Nilsson  is
always recognizable by
his  signature  hat  and
his unwavering loyalty
t o  P i p p i .  H e  h a s
appeared  in  v ideo
games,  stage  plays,
and  merchandise,
making him one of the
most  recognizable
fictional  animals  in

children's  literature.

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE MONKEYS
IN THE FILMS?

A  question  that  often
arises  among  fans  of
the  classic  films
concerns the welfare of
the  animals  used  in
product ion.  In  the
1960s  and  1970s ,
regulations  regarding
the  use  of  animals  in
film  were  less  strict
than  they  are  today.
The  vervet  monkeys
used  to  portray  the
Pippi  Longstocking
monkey in the Swedish
films  were  sourced
from  animal  trainers.
After  filming
c o n c l u d e d ,  i t  i s
understood  that  the
p r imary  monkey ,
whose name was Pippi
(a delightful bit of role
reversal), was cared for
by  a  private  owner.
Modern  sensibilities
have led to  a  greater
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awareness  o f  the
challenges  of  keeping
exotic animals as pets,
and  contemporary
productions  typically
r e l y  o n  C G I  o r
animatronics  to  avoid
t h e  e t h i c a l
complexities  of  using
r e a l  p r i m a t e s .
However, for the time,
t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d
h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e
monkey in the Hellbom
films  were  considered
standard  practice.

The
Legacy of
the Real
Animal
Actors
The  performances  of
the  monkeys  in  the
original  films  left  a
lasting  impression.

Their  intelligence  and
personal i ty  shone
through  the  screen,
m a k i n g  t h e  P i p p i
Longstocking  monkey
feel  l ike  a  genuine
character rather than a
prop.  This  authenticity
contributed  greatly  to
the  films'  success.
Today,  the  legacy  of
those animal actors is
a  r e m i n d e r  o f  a
different  era  in
filmmaking,  while  also
encouraging  modern
a u d i e n c e s  t o
appreciate  animals
from a distance and to
prioritize  conservation
over  domestication.

FUN FACTS ABOUT
PIPPI
LONGSTOCKING’S
MONKEY

For  dedicated  fans,
there  a re  severa l
fascinating  details
about Mr.  Nilsson that
enrich the reading and
viewing  experience.
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These  facts  highlight
the  thoughtfulness
Astrid Lindgren put into
her characters.

He is not a
chimpanzee.
Many people
mistakenly
assume Mr.
Nilsson is a
chimpanzee, but
he is actually a
much smaller
species of Old
World monkey.
He hates being
called a pet. In
the books, Pippi
becomes
offended if
anyone suggests
Mr. Nilsson is just
an ordinary pet.
He is a
"gentleman" and
a friend.
He sleeps in a
cradle. In Villa
Villekulla, Mr.
Nilsson does not
sleep in a cage.
He has his own

little bed,
reflecting Pippi’s
belief that he is a
person, not an
animal.
He is highly
skilled. In the
stories, Mr.
Nilsson can do
simple chores,
pick locks, and
even dance. His
skills are a
source of endless
amusement and
occasional
frustration for
the adults of the
town.
The name is a
tribute. As
mentioned, the
name "Mr.
Nilsson" was a
personal joke
between Astrid
Lindgren and her
friend, the actor
Sigge Nilsson.

THE ENDURING
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APPEAL OF AN
UNLIKELY

FRIENDSHIP

Why  does  the  Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
continue  to  captivate
audiences  over  eighty
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e
character’s  creation?
Part of the answer lies
in the universal desire
for  a  loyal  companion
who accepts us without
question.  Mr.  Nilsson
does  not  care  that
Pippi lives alone or that
she  has  weird  habits.
He  loves  her  for  who
s h e  i s .  T h i s
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
a c c e p t a n c e  i s  a
powerful  theme  for
children, who often feel
misunderstood  by  the
adult world.

A

Connectio
n to
Nature
and
Imaginati
on
In  an  increasingly
digital  and  structured
w o r l d ,  t h e  P i p p i
Longstocking  monkey
r e p r e s e n t s  a
connect ion  to  raw
n a t u r e  a n d  p u r e
imagination.  He  is  a
creature  that  cannot
be  tamed  o r  f u l l y
controlled,  much  like
childhood  itself.  Mr.
Nilsson  encourages
readers to embrace the
wild,  unpredictable
side  of  l i fe.  He  is  a
reminder that the best
adventures  happen
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when we let go of rigid
rules  and  follow  our
curiosity.  For  many,
the image of a little girl
wa lk ing  down  the
street  with  a  monkey
on her shoulder is the
ultimate  symbol  of
freedom.

CONCLUSION: THE
UNFORGETTABLE
MR. NILSSON

From  his  first
appearance  in  the
p a g e s  o f  A s t r i d

Lindgren’s  manuscript
t o  h i s  e n d u r i n g
presence  in  film  and
merchandise, the Pippi
Longstocking  monkey
has earned his place in
the pantheon of  great
literary sidekicks. He is
n o t  m e r e l y  a n
accessory  to  Pippi’s
adventures;  he  is  a
vital  part  of  her  soul.
Mr.  Nilsson  represents
the  untamed,  joyful,
and  slightly  chaotic
spirit that makes Pippi
Longstocking


