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When discussing the
greatest anime series
of all time, Fullmetal
Alchemist:

Brotherhood almost
always tops the list. It
is a show revered for
its tight storytelling,
complex characters,
and profound

philosophical

guestions. While the
entire series is a
masterclass in
narrative construction,
certain episodes stand
as towering
achievements. One
such episode is the
twentieth installment.
For many fans,
experiencing

Fullmetal Alchemist
Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed is
not just about watching
a story unfold; it is
about witnessing a
pivotal turning point
where the stakes are
raised, the lore
deepens, and the


https://www.remodelicious.com/

emotional core of the
series is laid bare. This
episode serves as a
perfect example of why
the English dub,
handled by Funimation,
has earned universal

acclaim, often
considered one of the
finest dubs in the

history of the medium.

The
Context:
Where
We Are In
the Story

Before diving into the
specifics of the
episode, it is crucial to
understand the
narrative landscape
leading up to it. By
Episode 20, the Elric
brothers, Edward and
Alphonse, have already

endured significant
trauma. They have
uncovered layers of
conspiracy within the
military, met the
enigmatic Homunculi,
and learned the dark
truth about the
Philosopher's Stone.
However, Episode 20,
titled "Soul of the
Guardian", marks a
decisive shift. The
journey to find the
Stone is no longer a
hopeful quest; it has
become a desperate
race against a shadowy
organization that has
been manipulating
human history for
centuries. The English
dubbed version of this
episode captures this
escalating tension
perfectly, allowing the
voice actors to deliver
performances that feel
both urgent and deeply
resonant.
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A Deep
Dive into
Episode
20: Soul
of the
Guardian

The episode begins
with a sense of
looming dread. Edward
and Alphonse, along
with their ally Ling Yao,
have infiltrated the
underground tunnels
beneath the central
city. They are
searching for the
hidden laboratory
where the Homunculi
are creating a
Philosopher's Stone.
What they find is a
nightmare. The lab is a
prison for countless
human test subjects,

all of whom have been
slated for
transmutation into a
living Stone. The
atmosphere is thick
with despair, and the
English dub excels at
conveying this grim
reality.

THE VOICE ACTING:
BRINGING THE
CHARACTERS TO
LIFE

The true power of
Fullmetal Alchemist
Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed
lies in the vocal
performances. Vic
Mignogna, as Edward
Elric, delivers a
masterclass in
controlled fury and
vulnerability. When Ed
confronts the horrors of
the laboratory, you can
hear the crack in his
voice—a mix of
outrage and sorrow
that feels entirely



authentic. Maxey
Whitehead, as
Alphonse, must convey
immense emotion
through a suit of
armor. In the English
dub, her performance
shines as she captures
Al's gentle nature while
also expressing his
growing resolve. The
scene where Al speaks
to the imprisoned souls
is hauntingly beautiful,
thanks to the nuanced
delivery of the English
cast.

Additionally, this
episode introduces a
significant  character
moment for Ling Yao.
Voiced by Todd
Haberkorn, Ling’s laid-
back demeanor is
stripped away,
revealing a shrewd and
desperate prince. The
interaction between Ed
and Ling in the dubbed
version carries a
natural rhythm,
alternating between

sharp wit and sincere
respect. This chemistry
is vital for the episodes
that follow, and the
English voice actors
nail it.

Key
Scenes
That
Define
the
Episode

Several moments in
Episode 20 stand as
some of the most
impactful in the entire
series. Let us break
down these key scenes
and examine how the
English dub enhances
them.

e The Revelation
of the
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Laboratory: The is a gut-
discovery of the wrenching
underground turning point. In
facility is a the English
masterclass in dubbed version,
atmosphere. The Mignogna’s
echo of delivery of the
footsteps, the line—"You
faint screams, mean... we would
and the sterile have to kill
lighting create a people?"—is
palpable sense of filled with a
horror. In the dawning,

English dub, the sickening

sound design
remains crisp,
allowing the
voice actors'
whispers and
gasps to carry
the weight of the
discovery.

The
Philosopher's
Stone's True
Price: The
moment Edward
truly
understands
what a
Philosopher's
Stone is made of

realization. It is
not just anger; it
is the death of a
dream.
Alphonse and
the Guardian:
The episode’s
title refers not
only to the
physical
guardians
present but also
to the moral
guardianship of
the souls trapped
in the Stone. The
interaction
between Al and



the residual
consciousness of
the victims is
deeply
emotional. The
English script
handles the
philosophical
discussion about
sacrifice and
value with grace,
making it
accessible
without dumbing
down the
themes.

The Climactic
Confrontation:
While the
episode does not
end with a
massive battle, it
builds tension
through the
psychological
confrontation
between the
Elrics and the
reality of their
quest. The final
scenes, where
they choose to

destroy the
laboratory rather
than use the
incomplete
Stone, solidify
their moral code.
In the English
dub, the decision
feels heroic yet
tragic, perfectly
setting up the
next arc.

The
Significan
ce of the
English
Dub

For many international
viewers, the English
dub of Fullmetal
Alchemist:

Brotherhood is the
definitive version. This
is not simply a matter
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of preference; it is a
testament to the
localization team's
skill. When
approaching Fullmetal
Alchemist

Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed,
the translators faced
the challenge of
converting deeply
philosophical Japanese
dialogue into natural
English without losing
the nuance. They
succeeded remarkably.

The English script
retains the gravity of
the original Japanese
while making the
dialogue feel organic.
Cultural references are
adapted subtly, and
the lip-syncing is
carefully matched,
ensuring that the
viewing experience is
seamless. Moreover,
the dub benefits from a
consistent cast that
grew with the roles. By
Episode 20, the actors

are completely
comfortable in their
characters’ skins. This
comfort translates into
performances that feel
less like reading lines
and more like living the
story.

Another critical aspect
of the English dub is its
handling of humor.
Fullmetal Alchemist:
Brotherhood uses
humor sparingly but
effectively to break the
tension. In Episode 20,
moments of
levity—such as Ed’s
exasperation with
Ling’s antics or the
absurdity of their
situation—are
delivered with perfect
comedic timing in
English. This balance
prevents the episode
from becoming
overwhelmingly bleak,
allowing the audience
to breathe before the
next wave of emotional
impact.



Thematic
Resonanc
e:
Sacrifice
and
Humanity

At its core, Episode 20
is a meditation on the
value of a human life.
The Philosopher’s
Stone is no longer an
abstract goal; it is a
horrific reality made
from the souls of the
innocent. The English
dub  amplifies this
theme through the
delivery of key lines.
When Edward declares
that he will not use the
Stone, he is not just
rejecting a tool; he is

humanity. The voice
acting captures the
moral clarity of this
decision.

Furthermore, the
episode explores the
concept of the
“guardian”. Who truly
guards whom?
Alphonse acts as a
guardian of the souls
trapped within the
Stone, refusing to let
them be used as fuel.
Edward guards his
brother’'s humanity,
vowing to find another
way. The Homunculi
guard their secrets.
The English dialogue

uses specific word
choices that highlight
these differing

perspectives, enriching
the viewing experience
for the audience.

Why

rejecting the
devaluation of
8 Fullmetal Alchemist Brotherhood 2022-12-31

Episode 20 English Dubbed



Fullmetal Alchemist Brotherhood Episode 20
English Dubbed 9

Episode

20 Is a

Fan

Favorite

Fans often cite Episode
20 as the moment
when Fullmetal
Alchemist:
Brotherhood
transitions from an
excellent adventure
story into a genuine
masterpiece. It is the
episode where the
stakes are irrevocably
raised. The innocence
of the Elric brothers is
stripped away, and
they must confront the
fact that their quest
has been
fundamentally flawed.
Watching Fullmetal
Alchemist
Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed

allows fans to
experience this
transition with an
emotional clarity that
perfectly supports the
narrative weight.

The episode also
serves as a perfect

entry point for
understanding the
series’ broader

themes. It deals with
war, sacrifice, and the
ethical boundaries of
science. These are
universal concepts that
resonate deeply with
viewers of all ages. The
English dub ensures
that these concepts
are communicated
clearly and powerfully,
regardless of the
viewer’s background.

Comparin
g the Dub



to the
Original

While the original
Japanese cast,
featuring Romi Park
(Edward) and Rie
Kugimiya (Alphonse), is
undeniably talented,
the English dub holds
its own in terms of
emotional impact. In
Episode 20, the English
cast’s familiarity with
the characters allows
for a level of
spontaneity that feels
fresh even wupon
repeated viewings. The
subbing community
often debates which
version is superior, but
for Episode 20, the
English dub offers a
specific advantage:
accessibility. Because
the dialogue is in
English, viewers can
focus entirely on the
animation and the

10

story's intricacies
without dividing their
attention between
subtitles and visuals.
This immersive quality
makes Fullmetal
Alchemist

Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed a
preferred choice for
first-time viewers who
want to fully absorb
the experience.

The
Legacy of
Episode
20

The impact of Episode
20 ripples through the
rest of the series. The
choices made here
define the characters
for the remaining
episodes. The English
dub solidifies these
defining moments,
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ensuring that the
emotional beats land
with precision. Long
after the credits roll,
viewers remember the
anguish in Edward’s
voice and the quiet
resolve in Alphonse’s
words. This lasting
impression is a
hallmark of great
storytelling, and the
English dub plays an

integral role in
delivering that
impression.

Moreover, this episode
is frequently discussed
in anime forums and
review channels as a
standout example of
narrative pacing. The
way the episode
balances exposition,
character

development, and
escalating tension is
textbook perfect. Fans
of the English dub
often point to this
episode when
defending the quality

11

of localized anime. It
proves that a dub can
be more than just a
translation; it can be a
reimagining that
respects the source
material while making
it accessible to a new
audience.

CONCLUSION

In the vast landscape
of anime, few episodes
achieve the narrative
perfection found in the
twentieth installment
of Fullmetal
Alchemist:
Brotherhood.
Experiencing
Fullmetal Alchemist
Brotherhood Episode
20 English Dubbed is
to witness the series at
its most profound. The
English voice cast
delivers performances
that elevate the
already stellar source
material, capturing the
heartbreaking
realization that the



Philosopher’s Stone is
a monument to human
suffering. The episode
asks difficult questions
about morality,
sacrifice, and the
definition of humanity,
and it does so without
offering easy answers.
For those seeking a
deeply engaging,
emotionally resonant,

and professionally
localized anime
experience, this

episode stands as a
shining example.
Whether you are a
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longtime fan revisiting
the series or a
newcomer exploring
the world of alchemy,
Episode 20 in its
English dubbed form is
an unforgettable
journey into the heart
of one of the greatest
stories ever told. It is a
testament to the power
of thoughtful
translation and
dedicated voice acting,
proving that a story
about alchemy can
truly transform the
viewer.
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