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NAVIGATING THE
WEST: YOUR
ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO THE MAP OF
GALWAY COUNTY
IRELAND

The rugged, rain-kissed
landscape of  the west
o f  I re land  ho lds  a
special  place  in  the
hearts of travelers and
historians  alike.  For
anyone  planning  a
j o u r n e y  t o  t h i s
captivating  region,
understanding  the
geography  is  the  first
s t e p  t o w a r d  a
memorable  adventure.
A  detai led  Map  of

G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland  is  more  than
just a navigational tool;
it is a key that unlocks
the  stories  of  ancient
stone  walls,  bustling
market towns, and the
wild,  untamed Atlantic
coastline. Whether you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
explorer  or  a  first-time
visitor, learning to read
the  contours  of  this
county  will  transform
your trip from a simple
itinerary  into  a  deep,
engaging experience.
Galway  is  a  place  of
dramatic  contrasts.  To
the  east  lie  the  lush,
fertile  pastures  of  the
midlands, while to the
west,  the  land  breaks
apart  into  the  stark,
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haunting  beauty  of
Connemara.  The  map
reveals a patchwork of
Gae l tach t  ( I r i sh -
speaking)  regions,
medieval  castles,  and
serene  lakes.  This
article  will  serve  as
your  comprehensive
guide to the geography
of  County  Galway,
h e l p i n g  y o u
understand its  distinct
regions,  essential
landmarks,  and  the
b e s t  r o u t e s  f o r
experiencing its unique
character. By the end,
you will be able to look
at  any  map  of  th is
county and see not just
roads  and  towns,  but
t h e  s t o r i e s  a n d
traditions  that  define
them.

Understa

nding the
Geograph
ical
Regions
of Galway
Before  div ing  into
specific  routes,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
that County Galway is
traditionally  divided
into  two  main  halves:
the territory east of the
River  Corrib  (often
called  "County  Town")
and the territory to the
west. However, for the
modern  traveler  using
a  Map  of  Galway
County  Ireland,  the
most practical  division
is  into  three  distinct
zones: the city and its
immediate  hinterland,
the lush inland plains,
and  the  wild  western
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coast.

THE CITY AND THE
LOUGH CORRIB
GATEWAY

Galway City itself is the
v i b r a n t  c u l t u r a l
h e a r t b e a t  o f  t h e
region. Situated on the
eastern  bank  of  the
River  Corrib  where  it
meets the Atlantic, the
c i t y  i s  a  n a t u r a l
starting  point  for  any
exploration. Looking at
a  detailed  map,  you
wi l l  see  the  c i ty  is
compact and walkable,
with  the  historic  Latin
Q u a r t e r  n e s t l e d
between the river and
Eyre  Square.  From
here, the map extends
northward  to  Lough
Corr ib ,  one  o f  the
largest  lakes  in  the
Republic  of  Ireland.
This lake is a stunning
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e
landscape, dotted with
hundreds  of  smal l

is lands  and  r ich  in
b r o w n  t r o u t  a n d
salmon.  The  town  of
Oughterard,  often
called the "Gateway to
Connemara," sits on its
western shore and is a
crucial junction on any
map.

THE FERTILE PLAINS
OF EAST GALWAY

Moving  east  from the
city,  the  landscape
changes  dramatically.
The map here shows a
grid  of  quiet,  narrow
roads weaving through
a  pastoral  landscape.
This is the land of the
"Seven  Churches  of
Clonmacnoise" (though
technically  just  across
the Shannon in County
Offaly),  and  closer  to
home,  the  heritage
towns of Loughrea and
Portumna.  This  region
is  less  frequented  by
tourists  but  offers  a
d e e p  d i v e  i n t o
medieval  Irish  history.
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A  g o o d  M a p  o f
G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland  will  highlight
s i t e s  l i k e  t h e
impressive  Portumna
Castle and the ancient
abbey  at  Kilconnell.
T h i s  a r e a  i s
characterized by gentle
rolling  hills  and  rich
fa rmland ,  a  s ta rk
contrast  to  the  rocky
terrain further west.

THE WILD AND
RUGGED
CONNEMARA

This is the region that
f e a t u r e s  m o s t
prominently  in  travel
p h o t o g r a p h y .
Connemara  occupies
the  entire  western
section of  the  county.
A map of this area is a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
cartography, showing a
complex web of narrow
roads, deep bays (like
K i l l a r y  H a r b o u r ,
Ireland's  only  fjord),

and  vast  expanses  of
b l a n k e t  b o g .  T h e
Twelve Bens mountain
range  dominates  the
skyline.  Villages  such
as Clifden (the capital
o f  C o n n e m a r a ) ,
Rounds tone ,  and
Letterfrack are tiny but
full of character. Using
a  Map  of  Galway
County  Ireland  to
navigate Connemara is
essent ia l ,  as  GPS
s i g n a l s  c a n  b e
unreliable in the more
remote  valleys.  The
map will also show the
famous  Connemara
N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  a
protected  area  o f
peatlands,  heath,  and
woodland.

Key
Landmark



Map Of Galway County Ireland 5

5

s to
Locate on

Your Map
To truly appreciate the
richness of the county,
you  need  to  mark  a
few essential locations.
These  landmarks  are
the highlights that any
comprehensive Map of
G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland should feature.

Kylemore
Abbey: Perhaps
the most
photographed
site in the
county, this
stunning castle-
turned-abbey sits
at the foot of
Druchruach
Mountain. It is a
must-see
landmark located
on the N59 road,
northwest of

Clifden.
The Burren
(National
Park): While
primarily in
County Clare, a
small, fascinating
portion of the
Burren extends
into the south of
County Galway.
Look for the area
around Kinvara
and the iconic
Dunguaire
Castle. This
lunar-like
landscape of
limestone
pavement is a
geological
wonder.
Inisheer
(Inisheer): The
smallest of the
Aran Islands,
Inisheer is a
Gaeltacht island
reachable by
ferry from
Rossaveal or
Doolin. A
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detailed map will
show its tiny
network of stone-
walled fields and
ancient forts like
O'Brien's Castle.
The Maumturks
and the Twelve
Bens: For hikers,
locating these
mountain ranges
on the map is a
priority. The
Maumturks run in
a long, straight
ridge, while the
Twelve Bens are
a more compact,
jagged group.
The trek through
the "Maumturks
Walk" is a classic
long-distance
route.
Aughnanure
Castle: A well-
preserved six-
story tower
house located
near Oughterard.
It is a fantastic
example of a

Gaelic Irish
fortress, easily
found on the
map along the
shores of Lough
Corrib.

Planning
Your
Journey:
Must-
Drive
Routes
K n o w i n g  h o w  t o
c o n n e c t  t h e s e
landmarks is the art of
trip planning. The road
network in Galway is a
m i x  o f  m o d e r n
motorways  (M6  from
Dublin,  M17/M18  from
Limerick)  and  ancient,
winding country lanes.
A  re l iab le  Map  of
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G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland  will  help  you
navigate both.

THE CONNEMARA
LOOP

T h i s  i s  t h e
quintessential  Galway
driving  experience.  It
typical ly  starts  in
Galway City and heads
west  along  the  N59.
The loop can be driven
in  a  day,  but  a  map
encourages you to take
detours.  Follow  the
R 3 3 6  t h r o u g h
Oughterard,  then  the
R340  through  Maam
Cross and Recess. The
scenic  highlight  is  the
R341  from  Clifden  to
Roundstone,  offering
breathtaking  views  of
the  Atlantic  and  the
Twelve  Bens.  This
route is well-marked on
any  tourist  Map  of
G a l w a y  C o u n t y
I r e l a n d  a n d  i s  a
beautiful  drive.

THE KILLARY FJORD
TO LEENANE

From  the  Connemara
Loop,  you  can  take  a
short  detour  north  to
the village of Leenane,
which sits at the head
of Killary Harbour. This
is  a  truly  spectacular
drive.  The  road  hugs
the edge of  the fjord,
with  mountains  rising
steeply on either side.
The map will show you
t h a t  t h i s  r o u t e
c o n n e c t s  t o  t h e
Aas leagh  Fa l l s ,  a
beautiful  cascade that
plunges  into  the  Erriff
River. This area is also
famously  the  setting
for  the  play  and  film
"The  Field."

THE COASTAL
ROUTE TO THE
BURREN

For  a  very  different
landscape, head south
from Galway City along
the  coast.  The  R336
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and  later  the  R460
take  you  through  the
village of Kinvara. The
M a p  o f  G a l w a y
County  Ireland  will
show you are entering
the  northern  edge  of
the Burren.  This route
offers  a  mix  of  sea
views,  castle  vistas,
and the  strange,  grey
limestone landscape. It
is a much quieter drive
than  the  Connemara
Loop,  offering  a
different,  more  serene
beauty.

The
Importan
ce of
Scale and
Detail
N o t  a l l  m a p s  a r e
created  equal.  When
selecting  a  Map  of

G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland  for  your  trip,
consider  the  scale.  A
1 :250 ,000  map  i s
excellent  for  planning
routes  between  towns
a n d  g e t t i n g  a n
overview of the county.
H o w e v e r ,  f o r
navigating the narrow,
unmarked  roads  of
Connemara or finding a
specific trailhead in the
mountains,  you  will
likely need a 1:50,000
or even 1:30,000 scale
map.  These  detailed
maps  show  contour
lines, forest trails, and
ancient  ruins  that  are
not visible on smaller-
scale maps.
Fur thermore,  pay
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
Ordnance  Survey
Ireland  (OSi)  maps.
They  are  the  most
rel iable  source  for
hiking  and  cycling.
D i g i t a l  m a p s  a r e
useful,  but  they  can
run  out  of  battery  or
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l o se  s igna l  i n  the
valleys.  A  good  old-
fashioned  paper  Map
of  Galway  County
Ireland is an essential
backup and a pleasure
to  use  for  planning
your route over a cup
of tea in a local pub.

Beyond
the
Roads:
Using the
Map for
Hiking
and
Cycling
Galway  is  a  paradise
f o r  o u t d o o r
enthusiasts.  A  good
map reveals a network

of waymarked trails.

The Western
Way: This long-
distance walking
trail runs from
Oughterard to
Letterfrack and
then on to
Westport. A map
is essential for
following this
path through the
Maumturks and
the Doolough
Valley.
Connemara
National Park
Trails: The park
offers several
marked trails,
ranging from a
short nature walk
to a challenging
climb of Diamond
Hill. The park's
own map is
excellent, but
having a broader
Map of Galway
County Ireland
helps you
understand how
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these trails
connect to the
wider region.
Cycling Routes:
The quiet roads
of Connemara
and East Galway
are ideal for
cycling. The map
will help you
identify the
smallest, least-
traveled roads.
Look for the
"Greenway"
routes, which are
traffic-free paths.
The Connemara
Greenway from
Clifden to Galway
City is a popular
route, and the
map shows its
alignment along
the old railway
line.

Using the

Map to
Discover
Hidden
Gems
The  magic  of  a  good
map  i s  no t  j us t  i n
finding  the  famous
s i t e s ,  b u t  i n
d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e
unexpected.  As  you
study  your  Map  of
G a l w a y  C o u n t y
Ireland,  look  for  the
subtle signs of history.
You  might  find  a  tiny
dot labeled "Castle" in
the middle of a field, or
a  "Holy  Well"  at  the
end  of  a  dead-end
road.  These  are  the
secrets  of  the county.
For  example,  look  for
the  ruins  of  Moyode
Castle  near  Athenry,
o r  t h e  Deser ted
Village  on  the slopes
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of Slievemore on Achill
Island  (though  this  is
technically  in  Mayo,  it
is  a  short  tr ip  from
north Galway).
Following  a  map  can
lead  you  to  a  hidden
beach,  a  forgotten
church, or a quiet lake
perfect  for  a  picnic.
That is  the true value
of a physical map over
a  GPS,  which  often
directs  you  along  the
main  roads.  The  best
experiences in Galway
are often found on the
road  that  the  map
shows as a thin, white
line.

Conclusio
n
A  Map  of  Galway
County Ireland  is far
more  than  a  piece  of
paper  o r  a  d ig i ta l
screen. It is a gateway

to  understanding  the
soul  of  the  west  of
Ireland.  It  reveals  the
r a w  p o w e r  o f  t h e
Atlantic,  the  quiet
peace  of  the  plains,
and  the  haunt ing
b e a u t y  o f  t h e
mountains.  Whether
you  are  tracing  the
w i n d i n g  r o a d s  o f
Connemara,  exploring
the ancient  abbeys  of
the east, or navigating
the  lively  streets  of
Galway  City,  the  map
is  your  most  valuable
c o m p a n i o n .  I t
empowers you to plan
your journey,  but  also
to be spontaneous,  to
take  that  unexpected
turn,  and  to  discover
the  wild,  welcoming
h e a r t  o f  o n e  o f
Ireland's most beloved
counties.  So,  unfold
your  map,  trace  your
finger  along  the
coastline,  and  let  the
adventure begin.


