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UNDERSTANDING
THE STREET MAP
OF HONG KONG
ISLAND: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

Hong Kong Island is the
historic  and  financial
heart  of  the  vibrant
metropolis  of  Hong
Kong.  For  any  visitor,
business  traveler,  or
new resident, a reliable
street map of Hong
Kong  Island  is  an
essent ia l  too l  fo r
navigating  the  city’s
dense  urban  fabric,
s t e e p  h i l l s ,  a n d
intricate  network  of
roads and alleys. From

the neon-lit corridors of
Causeway  Bay  to  the
tranquil  paths  of  The
P e a k ,  t h e  i s l a n d
presents  a  fascinating
p u z z l e  o f
interconnected  streets
that  blend  colonial
heritage  with  modern
skyscrapers. This guide
w i l l  h e l p  y o u
understand the layout,
k e y  d i s t r i c t s ,
transportation  links,
and how to make the
most  of  your  map  to
explore  one  of  Asia’s
most dynamic islands.

THE UNIQUE
GEOGRAPHY AND
STREET LAYOUT
OF HONG KONG
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ISLAND

Hong  Kong  Island  is
approx imate ly  80
square  kilometers  in
size,  with  a  rugged
terrain  dominated  by
Victoria  Peak  (552
meters  h igh) .  The
island’s  street  pattern
is  largely  dictated  by
its hilly geography. The
northern  shoreline,
f a c i n g  V i c t o r i a
Harbour,  is  where  the
primary  business  and
commercial  districts
are  concentrated.
Streets  here  tend  to
run  i n  a  g r i d - l i ke
pattern parallel  to the
coast ,  w i th  major
thoroughfares like Des
Voeux Road Central
and  Queen’s  Road
Central  running  east-
west. However, as soon
as  you  move  inland,
the  roads  become
winding,  steep,  and
often require staircases
or escalators to climb.

One of the most unique
features  of  the  street
m a p  i s  t h e
Central–Mid-Levels
Escalator, the world’s
l o n g e s t  o u t d o o r
covered  escalator
system. This is not just
a tourist attraction but
a  vital  transportation
artery that appears on
any good street map of
Hong  Kong  Island.  It
connects  the  central
business  district  with
the  residential  Mid-
Levels  area,  cutting
through  streets  like
Hollywood Road  and
Caine Road.

KEY DISTRICTS
AND THEIR STREET
NETWORKS

Central
and
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Admiralty
C e n t r a l  i s  t h e
c o m m e r c i a l  h u b ,
marked  by  a  dense
cluster  of  skyscrapers
and  a  formal  street
g r i d .  Key  s t r ee t s
include  Connaught
Road Central, Chater
Road, and Ice House
Street.  The  area  is
well-connected  by  the
M T R  C e n t r a l  a n d
Admiralty  stations.
Admiralty,  just  east,
contains  government
buildings,  the  Hong
Kong  Park,  and  the
Pacific  Place  shopping
complex. A good street
map  wi l l  h ighl ight
pedestrian  footbridges
and  underground
passages  that  l ink
buildings,  often  the
fastest way to travel in
this district.

Wan Chai
and
Causewa
y Bay
Moving east along the
northern  shore,  Wan
Chai  is  known  for  its
mix  of  old  and  new.
Lockhart  Road  and
Hennessy  Road  are
major  arteries  lined
w i t h  s h o p s  a n d
restaurants.  Causeway
Bay, immediately east,
i s  a  s h o p p e r ’ s
paradise.  Yee  Wo
Street  and  Paterson
Street are packed with
department stores. The
area  around  Victoria
Park  offers  a  green
respite. The street map
here is more irregular,
with small side streets
l ike  Sharp  Street
West  and  Russell
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Street  c reat ing  a
l i v e l y ,  c r o w d e d
atmosphere.

Sheung
Wan and
Kennedy
Town
W e s t  o f  C e n t r a l ,
Sheung Wan retains a
traditional  Chinese
character. Des Voeux
Road West runs along
the  waterfront,  while
Queen’s  Road  West
climbs uphill. This area
is famous for its dried
seafood stalls  and the
Man  Mo  Temple  on
Hollywood  Road .
Further west, Kennedy
T o w n  i s  a  f o r m e r
industrial  area  now
undergo ing  rap id
gentrification.  The
street network here is
compact,  terminating

at Victoria Road  and
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t
p r o m e n a d e .  F o r
anyone using a  street
map  of  Hong  Kong
Island,  these  western
districts  offer  a  more
local  experience.

Southern
District
(Repulse
Bay,
Stanley,
Aberdeen
)
The south side of  the
island  is  less  densely
bui l t ,  with  coastal
r o a d s  a n d  b a y s .
Repulse  Bay  Road
leads  to  one  of  the
most famous beaches.
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Stanley Village Road
winds down to Stanley
M a r k e t  a n d  i t s
waterfront promenade.
Aberdeen,  with  its
typhoon  shelter  and
floating  restaurants,  is
c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d
A b e r d e e n  M a i n
Road.  The street map
here  shows  a  more
relaxed,  suburban
layout ,  of ten  with
scenic  coastal  walks.
The  Peak  Tram  and
Bus  routes  6,  66,
a n d  2 6 0  a r e  k e y
connections  between
north  and  south.

USING THE STREET
MAP FOR
TRANSPORTATION

A  s t r e e t  m a p  o f
Hong Kong Island  is
most  use fu l  when
combined  with  public
transport  information.
The island is served by
the MTR (Mass Transit
Railway)  with  l ines
running from Kennedy

Town to Chai Wan. The
Tsuen  Wan  Line  runs
through  Central  and
Admiralty,  while  the
Island Line (blue) runs
along  the  northern
shore.  Bus  routes,
minibuses,  and  tram
l i n e s  ( t h e  i c o n i c
double-deckers)  are
also  essential.  Trams
run  east-west  along
Des Voeux Road and
Hennessy Road  from
Kennedy Town to Shau
Kei Wan. Many modern
digital  maps  integrate
live traffic updates, but
a  printed  street  map
can be invaluable when
your  phone  battery
dies or signal is lost in
a tunnel.

Walking
and
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Hiking
Trails
Hong Kong Island is not
j u s t  a b o u t  u r b a n
streets.  The  Hong
Kong Trail runs across
the island from Victoria
Peak to Big Wave Bay,
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h
c o u n t r y  p a r k s .  A
detailed  street  map
often  includes  trail
markers  and  terrain
contours. For example,
the  Lugard  Road
circular  walk  around
The  Peak  offers
stunning views. A good
m a p  w i l l  s h o w
steepness,  staircases,
and shortcuts  like  the
University  of  Hong
Kong’s  ver t i ca l
campus  pathways.
F o r  h i k e r s ,  a
topographic street map
with  contour  lines  is
recommended.

DIGITAL VS.
PRINTED STREET
MAPS

I n  t h e  a g e  o f
smartphones,  many
people rely on Google
Maps or Apple Maps for
real-time  navigation.
However,  a  traditional
printed street map of
Hong  Kong  Island
h a s  d i s t i n c t
advantages. It provides
a bird’s-eye view of the
entire  island,  helping
you understand spatial
relationships  between
districts. It can be used
without  battery  or
internet.  It  also  often
inc ludes  deta i led
i n f o r m a t i o n  l i k e
b u i l d i n g  n a m e s ,
alleyways,  and  local
landmarks  that  digital
maps  may  overlook.
For tourists, purchasing
a  m a p  f r o m  a
bookstore  or  a  hotel
concierge  is  wise.
Many  free  maps  are
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available  at  tourist
information  centers,
especially  near  the
Sta r  Fe r ry  P ie r  i n
Central.

Reading
a Street
Map
Effectivel
y

Identify the
key landmarks:
Victoria Peak,
Central Ferry
Piers, Hong Kong
Park, and the
MTR stations act
as anchor points.
Understand the
grid and
elevation:
North-south
streets tend to
be steeper. Look

for staircases
and escalators
shown on the
map.
Use the index
of streets: Most
maps have an
alphabetical
index to quickly
locate a street
name, often with
grid coordinates.
Note one-way
systems: Many
roads in Central
are one-way. A
map help avoid
confusion.
Check for
pedestrian
underpasses
and
footbridges:
They are often
marked with
dotted lines and
can save time
crossing busy
roads.

NOTABLE
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LANDMARKS AND
HOW TO FIND

THEM ON THE MAP

A  comprehens ive
street map of Hong
Kong  Is land  w i l l
highlight  key  tourist
a t t r a c t i o n s .  T h e
following are essential:

The Peak: Find1.
it at the center of
the island.
Access via
Garden Road or
the Peak Tram
from St. John’s
Building on
Garden Road.
Victoria2.
Harbour and
Star Ferry:
Locate the
Central Pier at
the end of Man
Kwong Street,
just off
Connaught Road
Central.
Hong Kong3.
Park: Situated
between Cotton

Tree Drive and
Kennedy Road,
near Admiralty
MTR.
Stanley4.
Market: On the
south coast,
follow Stanley
Village Road off
Tai Tam Road.
Lan Kwai Fong:5.
This nightlife
district is a small
network of
streets off
D’Aguilar Street
and Wyndham
Street in Central.
Ocean Park:6.
Located in Wong
Chuk Hang,
accessible via
Ocean Park MTR
station or bus
629 from
Admiralty.

TIPS FOR
NAVIGATING HONG
KONG ISLAND BY
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STREET MAP

If you’re using a paper
street  map,  it  can  be
challenging due to the
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l
nature  of  Hong  Kong
Island.  Here are some
practical tips:

Carry a
compass or use
the sun: Since
streets are often
shaded by
skyscrapers,
knowing north is
crucial.
Look for the
Peak: The Peak
is almost always
visible and
serves as a
directional
landmark (it’s
south of Central).
Use the MTR as
a navigation
backbone:
Knowing which
station is nearby
helps pinpoint
your location.

Ask locals for
directions:
Many Hong
Kongers speak
English and can
point you to the
correct street
even if you have
a map.
Purchase a
map with both
English and
Chinese
names: This is
extremely helpful
for reading signs
or asking for
directions.

EVOLUTION OF
THE STREET MAP
OF HONG KONG
ISLAND

The  s t reet  map  o f
Hong Kong Island has
evolved over decades.
Early  maps  from  the
19th  century  show  a
s m a l l  c o l o n i a l
settlement  centered
around  Queen’s  Road.
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T h r o u g h  l a n d
reclamation,  streets
like  Connaught  Road
were  bu i l t  on  new
g r o u n d .  T h e  m a p
expanded  eastward
with  the  development
of  Causeway  Bay  and
westward  to  Kennedy
Town.  Today,  digital
m a p s  u p d a t e
constantly, but printed
v e r s i o n s  f r o m
publishers  like  Hong
Kong Tourism Board
or  Universal  Map
offer  a  curated
experience. The map is
not just a tool;  it  is a
historical  document
reflecting  the  island’s
growth  from  a  fishing
vi l lage  to  a  global
financial  center.

CONCLUSION

A  s t r e e t  m a p  o f

Hong Kong Island  is
more  than  a  simple
guide; it is your key to
unlocking  the  island’s
diverse neighborhoods,
efficient  transport
systems, and stunning
n a t u r a l  b e a u t y .
Whether you choose a
digital  version  or  a
durable  paper  map,
understanding  the
layout  will  enhance
your experience. From
the bustling streets of
Central  to  the  calm
beaches  of  the  south
coast,  every alley and
avenue tells a story. By
u s i n g  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
you can navigate with
confidence  and
discover  the  hidden
gems that make Hong
Kong Island one of the
world’s  most  exciting
destinations.


