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UNDERSTANDING
THE HAZMAT
SAMPLE TEST:
YOUR COMPLETE
GUIDE TO
CERTIFICATION
SUCCESS

Hazardous  materials,
o r  h a z m a t ,  a r e
substances that pose a
risk  to  health,  safety,
p r o p e r t y ,  o r  t h e
environment  during
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
Whether  you  are  a
shipper,  a  driver,  a
freight forwarder, or a
warehouse  manager,
h a n d l i n g  h a z m a t
r e q u i r e s  s t r i c t
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h
f e d e r a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

regulations. One of the
most  critical  steps  in
ensuring compliance is
passing  a  Hazmat
Sample  Test .  This
article  will  walk  you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
the  hazmat  sample
test—what  it  covers,
why it matters, how to
prepare,  and  what
types of questions you
can  expect.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
c lea r  roadmap  to
confidently  tackle  your
certification  exam.
Whether  you  are  an
experienced  hazmat
employee  looking  to
r e n e w  y o u r
endorsement  or  a
newcomer entering the
logistics  field,
understanding  the
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structure  and  content
of  a  hazmat  sample
test is invaluable. Let’s
dive in.

What Is a
Hazmat
Sample
Test?
A  hazmat  sample
test  is  a  practice  or
mock  examination
designed  to  simulate
the  actual  knowledge
t e s t  r e q u i r e d  f o r
hazardous  materials
h a n d l i n g  a n d
transportation.  These
tests  are  based  on
regulations set  by the
U.S.  Department  of
Transportation  (DOT)
through  the  Pipeline
a n d  H a z a r d o u s
M a t e r i a l s  S a f e t y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
(PHMSA),  as  well  as

international rules such
as  IATA  (International
A i r  T r a n s p o r t
Association)  for  air
shipments  and  IMDG
(International  Maritime
Dangerous  Goods)  for
sea transport.
Hazmat  sample  tests
typically  cover  topics
l i k e  h a z a r d
classification,
p a c k a g i n g
requirements,  labeling
a n d  m a r k i n g ,
placarding,  shipping
papers,  emergency
response, and security
awareness .  Us ing
sample tests is one of
the  most  effective
ways  to  gauge  your
read iness  fo r  the
official  exam  and
identify  areas  where
you need further study.

Why
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Taking a
Hazmat
Sample
Test Is

Important
Preparing for a hazmat
certification  or
endorsement  exam
without  practice  tests
is like navigating a ship
without  a  compass.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
reasons why a hazmat
sample test should be
part  of  your  study
routine:

Realistic exam
simulation:
Sample tests
mimic the
format, difficulty,
and time
constraints of the
actual exam.

Knowledge gap
identification:
By reviewing
your answers,
you can pinpoint
which regulation
chapters or
concepts you
haven’t fully
mastered.
Confidence
building:
Practicing with
sample questions
reduces test
anxiety and
improves your
speed.
Regulatory
recall: Repeated
exposure to
hazmat scenarios
helps you
memorize critical
thresholds,
exceptions, and
procedures.
Cost savings:
Failing the
official exam
often means
paying retesting



4

4 Hazmat Sample Test 2023-02-14

fees and losing
time. A sample
test increases
your first-time
pass rate.

KEY REGULATIONS
COVERED IN A
HAZMAT SAMPLE
TEST

A  comprehens ive
hazmat  sample  test
w i l l  a s s e s s  y o u r
knowledge  across
several  regulatory
f r a m e w o r k s .
Understanding  these
frameworks is essential
for anyone involved in
hazmat transportation.

49 CFR
(Title 49
Code of

Federal
Regulatio
ns)
For  shipments  within
the United States,  the
49 CFR is the primary
reference.  It  outlines
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r
classification,
p a c k a g i n g ,
communication (labels,
markings,  placards),
and  handling.  Sample
tests  often  include
questions  about  the
Hazardous  Materials
Table  (HMT),  proper
s h i p p i n g  n a m e s ,
hazard  classes,  and
packing  groups.

IATA
Dangerou
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s Goods
Regulatio

ns (DGR)
For  air  transport,  the
IATA  DGR  must  be
followed.  It  is  more
restrictive than the 49
CFR  in  many  areas,
such as quantity limits
a n d  p a c k a g i n g
instructions.  A  hazmat
sample  test  for  air
shipments  will  cover
state  and  operator
variations,  shipper’s
dec larat ions,  and
dangerous  goods
acceptance checklists.

IMDG
Code
The  Internat iona l
Maritime  Dangerous
Goods Code applies to
ocean  sh ipments .

Topics include stowage
and  segregat ion ,
marine  pollutants,
transport  indexes  for
radioactive  materials,
a n d  m u l t i m o d a l
t r a n s p o r t
requirements.

OSHA
Hazcom
and EPA
Regulatio
ns
While primarily focused
on  transportation,
some sample tests also
incorporate  workplace
sa fe ty  s tandards
( O S H A  H a z a r d
Communication)  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
protection (EPA)  rules,
especially  for  waste
shipments.
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COMMON TOPICS
FOUND IN A
HAZMAT SAMPLE
TEST

Below  are  the  major
subject  areas  you  will
encounter.  Each  topic
i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y
multiple-choice  or
true/false  questions  in
a  t y p i c a l  h a z m a t
sample  test.

Hazard
Classifica
tion
You  must  correctly
i den t i f y  t he  n i ne
hazard classes, ranging
from explosives (Class
1)  to  miscellaneous
dangerous  goods
(C lass  9) .  Sample
questions  often  ask:
“Which  c lass  does
flammable  liquid  fall

under?” or “What is the
division  number  for
toxic  gases?”

Packagin
g
Requirem
ents
Packaging  must  meet
U N  p e r f o r m a n c e
standards. The hazmat
s a m p l e  t e s t  w i l l
e x a m i n e  y o u r
knowledge of inner and
outer  packagings,
c o m b i n a t i o n
packagings,  single
packagings,  and  the
use  o f  dangerous
goods  packagings  (UN
m a r k s ) .  E x p e c t
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
authorized  packaging
for  specific  substances
and the meaning of the
UN  specification
marking.
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Marking
and
Labeling
C o r r e c t  m a r k i n g
includes  the  proper
shipping  name,  UN
n u m b e r ,  a n d
consignee/consignor
information. Labels are
d i a m o n d - s h a p e d
hazard  warnings.  A
sample  test  might
present a picture of a
label  and  ask  you  to
identify  its  meaning,
e.g.,  “Which  hazard
does  a  flame  symbol
indicate?”

Placardin
g
V e h i c l e s  a n d
c o n t a i n e r s  m u s t
display  placards  when
carrying  a  threshold

quantity  of  hazmat.
You  need  to  know
when  placards  are
required, which placard
to use, and exceptions
for  small  quantities.
Sample  tests  often
include  table-based
questions  where  you
m a t c h  a  l o a d
descr ipt ion  to  the
correct  placard.

Shipping
Papers
A hazmat sample test
will test your ability to
read  and  complete  a
dangerous  goods
s h i p p i n g  p a p e r
cor rec t l y .  Top ics
include  the  order  of
entries,  emergency
response  telephone
number  requirement,
shipper’s  certification,
and  the  “24 -hour
number.”
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Emergen
cy
Response
Informati
on
You  must  understand
h o w  t o  u s e  t h e
Emergency  Response
Guidebook  (ERG).
Sample questions may
ask:  “What  is  the  first
step  when  responding
to a hazmat incident?”
o r  “ W h i c h  g u i d e
number  appl ies  to
corrosive  l iquids?”

Security
Awarenes

s and
Training
Under 49 CFR Part 172
Subpart  I ,  hazmat
e m p l o y e e s  m u s t
r e c e i v e  s e c u r i t y
awareness  training.
Sample  tests  might
inc lude  quest ions
about  recogniz ing
v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s ,
reporting  suspicious
behavior,  and  site
security  plans.

Modal-
Specific
Requirem
ents
Different  transport
modes  have  unique
rules.  For  example,  in
air  transport,  lithium
batteries  have  special
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provisions.  A  hazmat
samp le  t e s t  f o r  a
specific  endorsement
(e.g.,  driver  CDL  with
hazmat  endorsement)
w i l l  e m p h a s i z e
highway  shipment
rules,  whi le  an  air
cargo  sample  test
focuses  on  IATA.

HOW TO USE A
HAZMAT SAMPLE
TEST EFFECTIVELY

Simply taking a sample
test and checking your
score is not enough. To
m a x i m i z e  y o u r
learning,  follow  this
structured  approach:

Review the1.
regulations
first: Read the
applicable
sections of 49
CFR or your
industry’s
manual. Do not
use the test as
your only study
source.

Take a2.
diagnostic test:
Before deep
study, take a full-
length hazmat
sample test to
identify your
baseline
knowledge.
Analyze3.
incorrect
answers: For
every wrong
answer, go back
to the regulation
and understand
why the correct
choice is right.
Focus on weak4.
areas: Spend
extra time on
subjects where
you had low
scores, such as
packing
instructions or
placarding
tables.
Repeat with5.
timed
conditions:
Simulate exam
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time pressure.
Most official tests
have a time limit
(e.g., 60 minutes
for 30 questions).
Use multiple6.
sample tests:
Different
providers may
offer varying
question styles.
Exposure to a
broad bank of
questions
improves your
adaptability.

SAMPLE HAZMAT
TEST QUESTIONS
(WITH
EXPLANATIONS)

B e l o w  a r e  a  f e w
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
questions  you  might
find  in  a  hazmat
sample test. These are
for illustration only and
may not exactly reflect
your  certification
exam.

Question
1:
Classifica
tion
W h i c h  o f  t h e
following is a Class 3
hazardous material?

A. Lithium
batteries
B. Diesel fuel
C. Oxygen gas
D. Corrosive
cleaner

Answer: B. Diesel fuel
is  a  flammable  liquid,
C l a s s  3 .  L i t h i u m
batteries  are  Class  9,
oxygen  is  Class  2.2,
and  corrosive  cleaner
could be Class 8.

Question
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2:
Packagin

g
W h a t  d o e s  t h e
m a r k i n g
“ 4 G / Y 1 4 5 / S / 1 9
USA/XYZ”  indicate
on  a  box?

A. That the box is
a fiberboard box
(4G) tested to
packing group II
or III (Y) for a
maximum gross
mass of 145 kg.
B. That the box is
made of steel.
C. That the box is
only for solids.
D. That the box
cannot be
reused.

Answer:  A.  The  UN
m a r k i n g  s h o w s
p a c k a g i n g  t y p e ,
performance level, and

maximum gross mass.

Question
3:
Shipping
Paper
When  preparing  a
shipping paper for a
hazardous  material,
w h i c h  p i e c e  o f
information  must
appear  first?

A. The shipper’s
name
B. The proper
shipping name
C. The total
quantity
D. The
emergency
response number

Answer: B. The proper
shipping name must be
entered  first  in  the
shipping  description
sequence.
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WHO NEEDS TO
TAKE A HAZMAT
SAMPLE TEST?

While anyone studying
for hazmat certification
can  benefit,  specific
groups  include:

CDL holders
seeking a
hazmat
endorsement:
Commercial
drivers must
pass a
knowledge test
administered by
their state’s
DMV. A hazmat
sample test
helps prepare for
that exam.
Shippers and
freight
forwarders:
Employees who
classify, pack,
mark, and
prepare
dangerous goods
shipments need
recurrent

training every
three years.
Warehouse and
logistics
personnel:
Anyone who
handles hazmat
or supervises its
storage must
understand the
basics of
segregation and
emergency
response.
Safety and
compliance
officers: These
individuals may
be required to
audit hazmat
operations and
need in-depth
regulatory
knowledge.

TIPS FOR PASSING
THE REAL EXAM
AFTER YOUR
HAZMAT SAMPLE
TEST

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
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practiced  with  several
hazmat  sample  tests
a n d  a c h i e v e d
cons istent  scores
above  80%,  you  are
likely  ready  for  the
official  exam.  Here  are
final tips:

Read every
question twice:
The wording can
be tricky,
especially with
exceptions like
“except when” or
“unless.”
Memorize key
numbers:
Threshold
quantities (e.g.,
1000 pounds for
placarding), flash
points, and
packing group
criteria.
Use the ERG: If
your test allows
the Emergency
Response
Guidebook, know
how to navigate
it quickly.

Stay calm: Most
hazmat exams
are multiple-
choice with only
one correct
answer.
Eliminate
obviously wrong
options first.
Schedule your
test when you
are fresh: Avoid
taking the exam
after a long day
of work or study.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID ON A
HAZMAT SAMPLE
TEST

Even  exper ienced
hazmat  employees
sometimes  fall  into
traps.  Watch  out  for
these:

Confusing
“label” with
“placard”:
Labels are on
packages;
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placards are on
vehicles or
containers.
Forgetting the
“or” in proper
shipping
names: Some
entries have two
acceptable
names. The
sample test may
test which one is
valid.
Overlooking
limited
quantity
exceptions:
Small amounts
may be exempt
from certain
requirements.
Questions often
test these
exemptions.

Misreading
hazard class
numbers: For
example, Class
2.1 (flammable
gas) is not the
same as Class
2.2 (non-
flammable, non-
toxic gas).
Ignoring the
mode of
transport: A
sample test
question might
specify “by air”
or “by highway.”
The correct
answer can differ
depending on the
mode.

CONCLUSION

Master


