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REDISCOVERING THE DEPTHS OF
SCRIPTURE: A GUIDE TO THE
MATTHEW HENRY STUDY BIBLE
KJV

For  centuries,  believers  have  sought
reliable  guides  to  illuminate  the  path
through Scripture. While the Bible itself
remains the ultimate source of truth, the
insights  of  faithful  scholars  can
profoundly  enrich  our  reading  and
understanding.  Among  these  timeless
resources, the Matthew Henry Study
Bible Kjv stands as a monumental work,
combining the poetic beauty of the King
James Version with the devotional  and
exegetical depth of one of history’s most
beloved commentators. This article will
explore  what  makes  this  study  Bible
unique, how it can transform your daily
reading, and why it remains an essential
tool for both new believers and seasoned
students of the Word.

WHO WAS MATTHEW HENRY?
THE MAN BEHIND THE
COMMENTARY

To truly appreciate the Matthew Henry
Study  Bible  Kjv,  one  must  first
understand the scholar  whose name it
bears. Matthew Henry (1662–1714) was
a nonconformist minister and theologian
whose life was dedicated to explaining
the Scriptures with clarity, warmth, and
practical  application.  His  most  famous
work, the Exposition of the Old and New
Testaments,  was  completed  shortly

before  his  death and has  remained in
continuous print for over three centuries.
Henry’s  commentary  is  celebrated  not
for  academic  dryness  but  for  i ts
heartwarming, devotional tone. He wrote
as a pastor speaking to his congregation,
focusing  on  the  spiritual  meaning  of
each passage and how it applies to daily
life.  This pastoral  heart is what makes
the Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv
so accessible. It does not simply inform
the  mind;  it  stirs  the  soul.  When  you
open  its  pages,  you  encounter  a
companion  who  walks  alongside  you
through  every  chapter,  offering
encouragement,  correction,  and  hope
based  on  a  lifetime  of  immersion  in
God’s Word.

WHAT MAKES THE MATTHEW
HENRY STUDY BIBLE KJV
UNIQUE?

Many  study  Bibles  exist,  but  few
combine the unmatched literary beauty
of  the  King  James  Version  with  the
comprehensive,  verse-by-verse  insights
of  Matthew  Henry.  Here  are  the  key
features that set this edition apart:

Complete KJV Text: The King
James Version is revered for its
majestic language and historical
significance. This edition preserves
that sacred text in its entirety.
Full Commentary Integration:
Unlike some study Bibles that offer
short notes, the Matthew Henry
Study Bible Kjv includes
substantial portions of Henry’s
original exposition, carefully
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integrated to correspond with each
section of Scripture.
Devotional Focus: Henry wrote
to promote godliness. His
commentary consistently points
readers toward practical holiness,
prayer, and a deeper love for God.
Cross-References and Notes:
Special care has been taken to
include helpful cross-references,
maps, and explanatory notes
where needed, enhancing the
reading experience without
distracting from the commentary
itself.
Durable Binding and Readable
Type: Physical quality matters for
a book meant to be used daily.
Most editions feature high-quality
paper and binding designed to
withstand years of study.

A Commentary
That Reads Like
Devotion
One of the most striking aspects of the
Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv is the
tone of the commentary. Henry does not
write as an academic lecturing from a
podium; he writes as a fellow traveler on
the journey of faith. His explanations are
filled  with  memorable  phrases,  spiritual
insights,  and heartfelt  applications.  For
instance, when commenting on the book
of Psalms, he often turns the text into a
prayer, inviting the reader to join him in
responding to God’s Word. This makes
the  study  Bible  ideal  not  just  for
analytical study but for daily devotional
reading. You can open it to almost any
page  and  find  something  that  speaks
directly  to  your  current  circumstances.

WHY THE KING JAMES VERSION?
A TIMELESS TRANSLATION

The pairing of Henry’s commentary with
the KJV is no accident. The King James
Version,  first  published  in  1611,  has
shaped the English-speaking church for
over four hundred years. Its language is
both precise and poetic,  capturing the
majesty  of  the  original  Hebrew  and
Greek while maintaining a dignity that
resonates  with  worship.  For  many
readers, the KJV is the translation they
grew up hearing in church, and it carries
a  sense  of  reverence  that  newer
translations  sometimes  lack.
Of course, the KJV also presents certain
challenges,  particularly  with  archaic
words  and  sentence  structures.
However,  the  Matthew Henry  Study
Bible  Kjv  addresses  this  directly.
Henry’s  commentary  often  clarifies
difficult  terms  and  explains  cultural
contexts, helping modern readers grasp
meanings that  might  otherwise remain
hidden. In this way, the study Bible acts
as  a  bridge  between  the  timeless
l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  K J V  a n d  t h e
contemporary reader’s understanding.

HOW TO USE THE MATTHEW
HENRY STUDY BIBLE KJV
EFFECTIVELY

Owning a study Bible is one thing; using
it  well  is  another.  Here  are  several
practical  ways to  get  the most  out  of
your Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv:

Daily Devotional
Reading
Choose a passage from the Psalms or
the Gospels each day. Read the KJV text
s l o w l y ,  t h e n  t u r n  t o  H e n r y ’ s
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commentary. Notice how he draws out
spiritual lessons and applications. Pause
to  reflect  on  how  those  truths  apply  to
your  own  life.  Consider  writing  a  few
sentences in a journal about what you
have  learned.  This  practice  alone  can
profoundly deepen your walk with God.

Verse-by-Verse
Study
When  studying  a  specific  book  of  the
Bible, use the Matthew Henry Study
Bible Kjv as your primary guide. Read a
chapter at a time, then review Henry’s
commentary  verse  by  verse.  Pay
attention to how he connects each verse
to  the  larger  narrative.  This  method
builds  a  comprehensive  understanding
of  Scripture  that  is  both doctrinal  and
practical.

Teaching and
Sermon
Preparation
Pastors  and teachers  will  find this  study
Bible invaluable for sermon preparation.
Henry ’s  ins ights  o f ten  conta in
i l lustrat ions,  appl icat ions,  and
theological observations that can enrich
a message.  However,  always  read the
text  for  yourself  first  before  consulting
any commentary, including Henry’s. Let
the  Holy  Spirit  guide  your  init ial
impressions, then use Henry as a reliable
dialogue partner.

Family Worship
The  devotional  tone  of  the  Matthew
Henry  Study  Bible  Kjv  makes  it
excellent  for  family  worship.  Read  a
short passage aloud, then share a few of
Henry’s  observations  in  simple  terms.
His practical applications often resonate
with  children and adults  alike,  making
Scripture come alive in a shared setting.

WHO SHOULD CONSIDER THIS
STUDY BIBLE?

The Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv
is  not  for  everyone.  It  is  a substantial
volume, and Henry’s commentary can be
detailed.  However,  several  groups  of
readers will find it especially beneficial:

New Believers: Those new to the
faith often struggle with
understanding the Bible. Henry’s
clear, warm explanations make the
Scriptures more accessible and
provide a solid foundation for
lifelong study.
Seasoned Christians: Even
those who have read the Bible for
decades will find fresh insights in
Henry’s commentary. His ability to
see Christ in every part of
Scripture is particularly enriching.
Ministers and Teachers: As
mentioned, the commentary is a
goldmine for those who regularly
teach or preach. It offers historical
context, theological depth, and
practical application.
Lovers of the KJV: If you already
prefer the King James Version for
its beauty and accuracy, this study
Bible enhances that experience by
adding the best classic
commentary available.
Those Seeking Deeper
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Devotion: If your goal is not just
to know more about the Bible but
to know God more intimately
through His Word, this volume will
serve you well.

COMPARING THE MATTHEW
HENRY STUDY BIBLE KJV TO
OTHER STUDY BIBLES

The  market  offers  many  excellent  study
Bibles, each with distinct strengths. For
instance, the ESV Study Bible  provides
extensive  notes  based  on  modern
evangelical  scholarship,  while  the  NIV
Study Bible is known for its clarity and
helpful book introductions. However, the
Matthew  Henry  Study  Bible  Kjv
occupies  a  unique  niche.  Its  primary
s t r e n g t h  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  l a t e s t
archaeological discoveries or Greek word
studies, but in its unwavering focus on
the spiritual meaning of the text.
Henry  wrote  in  a  time  when  biblical
criticism was in its infancy. He accepted
the Bible as the inspired Word of God
and wrote to help people love and obey
it. This devotional character means that
the Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv is
less  concerned  with  scholarly  debates
and  more  concerned  with  helping
readers hear God’s voice and respond in
faith. For many, this is exactly what they
need amidst the noise of modern life.

ADDRESSING POTENTIAL
CHALLENGES

No  study  Bible  is  perfect,  and  the
Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv has
certain  limitations  worth  noting.  First,
Henry wrote in the late 17th and early
18th  centuries.  Some  of  his  cultural
assumptions  and  applications  reflect
that era. Readers should be aware of this
and exercise discernment, remembering
that  while  Scripture  itself  is  timeless,

app l i ca t ions  can  be  cu l tu ra l ly
conditioned.
Second, the KJV is based on the Textus
Receptus,  the  Greek  text  available  in
Henry’s  day.  Modern translations often
re ly  on  o lder  and  more  d iverse
manuscr ipt  ev idence.  For  deep
theological  study  of  specific  passages,
you may wish to supplement this volume
with  a  more  modern  translation  and
critical commentary. However, this in no
way  diminishes  the  Matthew  Henry
Study  Bible  Kjv  for  its  intended
purpose:  devotional  reading  and
practical  exposition.

TIPS FOR SELECTING YOUR
EDITION

The Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv
is  available  in  several  formats.  When
choosing, consider the following:

Binding: Look for genuine leather
or bonded leather for durability.
Hardcover editions are less
expensive but may not last as long
with heavy use.
Font Size: Some editions feature
large print, which is easier on the
eyes for extended reading
sessions.
Width and Weight: This is a
thick Bible due to the extensive
commentary. Be prepared for a
substantial volume. Some readers
prefer a smaller format for
portability, but this often means
smaller type.
Additional Features: Check for
included maps, concordances, and
ribbon markers, which can
enhance your study experience.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF
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MATTHEW HENRY

Why does  a  commentary  written  over
three hundred years ago continue to be
published and read today? The answer
lies  in  its  enduring  spiritual  power.
Matthew Henry had a  genuine gift  for
explaining Scripture in a way that both
instructs  the  mind  and  touches  the
heart.  His  work  has  been  praised  by
countless Christian leaders, from Charles
Spurgeon  to  modern  pastors  across
denominations.  The  Matthew  Henry
Study Bible  Kjv  makes  this  treasure
accessible to a new generation.
In  an  age  of  twenty-four-hour  news
cycles,  social  media  distractions,  and
shallow spirituality,  there  is  something
profoundly  grounding  about  opening  a
Bible that connects you to centuries of
faithful  Christian  reflection.  The
Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv does
not  promise  quick  answers  or  easy
formulas.  Instead,  it  invites you into a
deeper, more patient engagement with
the  living  Word.  It  reminds  us  that
Scripture is not a puzzle to be solved but
a  narrative  to  be  entered,  a  divine

conversation in which God speaks and
we learn to listen.

CONCLUSION: A COMPANION FOR
A LIFETIME

The Matthew Henry Study Bible Kjv
is far more than a reference tool. It is a
spiritual  companion,  a  wise  counselor,
and a gentle  guide that  leads readers
into a richer encounter with God through
His Word. Its combination of the majestic
King  James  text  with  the  devotional
depth  of  Matthew  Henry  creates  a
unique resource that can serve you for
decades.  Whether you are taking your
first  steps  in  the  Christian  faith  or  have
walked  with  the  Lord  for  many years,
this study Bible offers insights that never
grow stale. It stands as a testament to
the  t ruth  that  the  best  b ib l ica l
commentary  is  not  the  one  that
impresses with scholarship, but the one
that draws us closer to the Savior. Open
its pages with an expectant heart, and
you  may  find  yourself  transformed  by
the  timeless  power  of  Scripture,
illuminated by a faithful teacher who still
speaks to the church today.


