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BRIDGING
LANGUAGES: THE
ENDURING VALUE
OF AL MAWRID AL
QAREEB ARABIC
ENGLISH ARABIC
DICTIONARY

F o r  s t u d e n t s ,
t r a n s l a t o r s ,  a n d
language  enthusiasts
navigating  the  vast
linguistic  landscape
between  Arabic  and
English, the choice of a
reliable  dictionary  is
paramount. Among the
many  tools  available,

one  name  stands  out
fo r  i t s  ba lance  o f
comprehensiveness
and  accessibility:  the
Al Mawrid Al Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary.
This  volume  is  more
than  just  a  reference
book;  it  is  a  carefully
crafted bridge between
two  rich  and  complex
languages.  In  a  world
where digital tools are
u b i q u i t o u s ,
understanding  the
unique  strengths  of
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
dictionary  can  help
l e a r n e r s  a n d
professionals  alike
make  an  informed
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decision  about  their
essential  language
resources.
The  Al  Mawrid  Al
Q a r e e b  A r a b i c
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
Dictionary  holds  a
distinguished  place  in
the  world  of  bilingual
l e x i c o g r a p h y .
Published by Dar El-Ilm
Lil-Malayin, a renowned
Lebanese  publishing
house  w i th  a  long
history  of  producing
h i g h - q u a l i t y
educational  materials,
th i s  d i c t i onary  i s
designed  to  meet  the
needs of modern users.
I t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e
esteemed  "Al  Mawrid"
family,  which  includes
several  dictionaries  of
vary ing  s izes  and
specializations. The "Al
Qareeb" (meaning "The
Near"  or  "The  Close")
edition  is  specifically
t a i l o r e d  t o  b e  a
compact  yet  powerful
tool,  offering  a  rich

repository of words and
phrases  without  the
b u l k  o f  a  m o r e
exhaustive  tome.  This
makes  i t  an  i dea l
companion  for  daily
use,  academic  study,
and  p ro fess i ona l
translation  tasks.

WHAT MAKES AL
MAWRID AL
QAREEB A
STANDOUT
CHOICE?

Choosing  the  right
dictionary  can  be  a
daunting  task,  given
t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f
options  avai lable.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A l
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
distinguishes  itself
through  several  key
features  that  cater
specifically  to  the
needs of  learners  and
practitioners  of  both
languages.
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Compreh
ensive
Bilingual
Coverage
The dictionary provides
extensive  coverage  of
both Modern Standard
Arab i c  (MSA)  and
contemporary  English.
It  includes  not  only
common  vocabulary
but  also  specialized
terms  from  fields  such
as science, technology,
law,  medicine,  and
literature. This breadth
ensures that users are
not  left  searching  for
obscure  or  technical
w o r d s .  T h e  d u a l -
d i r e c t i o n
format—Arabic-English
and  English-Arabic—is
logically  structured,
allowing  for  seamless
switching between the

two  languages.  This
symmetry is a hallmark
o f  we l l - des i gned
bilingual  dictionaries
and  is  executed  with
p r e c i s i o n  i n  t h i s
volume.

Clear and
Accurate
Phonetic
Transcrip
tions
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
challenging aspects  of
learning  Arabic  for
English  speakers,  and
v i c e  v e r s a ,  i s
pronunciation.  The  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
a d d r e s s e s  t h i s
challenge  head-on  by
p r o v i d i n g  c l e a r
phonetic  transcriptions
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for  both  Arabic  and
English  entries.  For
Arab ic  words ,  the
d ic t ionary  uses  a
simplified
transliteration  system
that  helps  non-native
speakers  approximate
t h e  c o r r e c t
pronunciation.  For
Eng l i sh  wo rds ,  i t
provides clear phonetic
guides, often using the
International  Phonetic
Alphabet  (IPA)  or  a
simplified  respelling
system.  This  attention
t o  p h o n e t i c s  i s
invaluable  for  building
accurate speaking and
listening skills.

Rich
Contextu
al

Examples
Words do not exist in a
v a c u u m .  T h e i r
meanings  shift  and
e v o l v e  b a s e d  o n
c o n t e x t .  A  g o o d
d i c t i o n a r y  m u s t
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e s e
nuances,  and  this  is
where the Al Mawrid
Al  Qareeb  Arabic
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
Dict ionary  t ru l y
excels.  I t  includes
numerous  example
sentences and phrases
that  show  how  words
are  used  in  real-life
s i tuat ions .  These
examples are carefully
chosen  to  reflect
m o d e r n  u s a g e ,
covering  everything
from  formal  academic
writing  to  everyday
conversation.  This
contextual  richness
helps users understand
not  just  the  l i teral
meaning of a word, but
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also  its  connotations,
co l locat ions ,  and
grammatical behavior.

User-
Friendly
Layout
and
Design
The  physical  usability
of a dictionary is often
overlooked,  but  it  is
crucial  for  efficient
re ference.  The  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary  is
designed with the user
in  mind.  The typeface
is  clear  and  readable,
w i t h  h e a d w o r d s
prominently  displayed
for quick scanning. The
two-column  layout
maximizes  information
density without feeling

cluttered.  The  volume
is also reasonably sized
a n d  b o u n d  t o
withstand  frequent
u s e ,  m a k i n g  i t  a
durable companion for
years  of  study  and
work .  The  thumb-
indexing  commonly
found  in  this  edition
a l l o w s  f o r  r a p i d
navigation,  a  feature
that  heavy  dictionary
users  w i l l  g reat ly
appreciate.

WHO BENEFITS
MOST FROM THIS
DICTIONARY?

The versatility of the Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
makes it suitable for a
wide  range  of  users,
f rom  beginners  to
s e a s o n e d
professionals.
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Students
and
Language

Learners
For students of  Arabic
as a foreign language,
this  dictionary  is  an
indispensable  learning
tool. It bridges the gap
between  classroom
instruction  and  real-
world  language  use.
Beginners  will  find  the
phonetic  transcriptions
and  clear  definitions
helpful  for  building  a
f o u n d a t i o n a l
v o c a b u l a r y .
In termediate  and
advanced learners,  on
the  other  hand,  will
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
nuanced  example
s e n t e n c e s  a n d
s p e c i a l i z e d
terminology that allow

t h e m  t o  e x p r e s s
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h
greater  precision  and
fluency.  The  English-
A rab i c  sec t i on  i s
equally  valuable  for
A r a b i c  s p e a k e r s
learn ing  Eng l i sh ,
p r o v i d i n g  c l e a r
exp lanat ions  and
contextual  examples
t h a t  a i d  i n
comprehension  and
active  usage.

Professio
nal
Translato
rs and
Interprete
rs
Accuracy is paramount
i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l
t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d
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interpretation.  The  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic Dictionary is a
trusted  resource  for
translators  working
a c r o s s  v a r i o u s
domains.  Its  inclusion
o f  t e c h n i c a l  a n d
specialized  vocabulary
makes  it  particularly
useful  for  translating
lega l  documents ,
m e d i c a l  r e p o r t s ,
scientific  papers,  and
b u s i n e s s
correspondence.  The
contextual  examples
help translators choose
the  most  appropriate
equivalent,  avoiding
t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f
mistranslation  and
conveying the intended
meaning  with  fidelity.
Its  compact  size  also
makes  it  a  portable
reference  that  can  be
carried to assignments
or  used  in  the  office
without  tak ing  up
excessive  space.

Writers
and
Journalist
s
F o r  w r i t e r s  a n d
journalists  working  in
e i t h e r  A r a b i c  o r
Eng l i sh ,  a  robus t
bilingual dictionary is a
vital  tool  for  precision
and  s ty l e .  The  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
helps  writers  find  the
perfect word to convey
a  sub t l e  shade  o f
m e a n i n g ,  a v o i d
repetition,  and  ensure
linguistic accuracy. The
example  sentences
provide  models  for
idiomatic usage, which
is especially important
when writing in a non-
na t i ve  l anguage .



8

8 Al Mawrid Al Qareeb Arabic English
Arabic Dictionary

2022-11-26

Journalists covering the
Middle East or the Arab
world  will  find  this
dictionary  invaluable
f o r  a c c u r a t e l y
translating  names,
terms, and concepts in
their reporting.

HOW TO USE THIS
DICTIONARY
EFFECTIVELY

To get the most out of
the  Al  Mawrid  Al
Q a r e e b  A r a b i c
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
D ic t ionary ,  i t  i s
h e l p f u l  t o  a d o p t
strategic approaches to
its use.

Understa
nding the
Entry

Structure
Each  en t ry  i n  the
dictionary  follows  a
consistent  structure,
mak ing  i t  easy  to
locate  the  needed
information  quickly.  A
typical entry includes:

Headword: The
word being
defined,
presented in
bold.
Phonetic
Transcription:
A guide to
pronunciation.
Part of Speech:
Grammatical
category (noun,
verb, adjective,
etc.).
Definition: The
core meaning(s)
of the word.
Example
Sentences:
Phrases showing
the word in
context.
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Idiomatic
Expressions:
Common phrases
and fixed
expressions
featuring the
word.

Familiarizing  yourself
with this structure will
speed up  your  lookup
t ime  and  help  you
a b s o r b  m o r e
information  from each
entry.

Moving
Beyond
Simple
Lookups
While the dictionary is
excellent  for  quick
lookups, its true value
is  realized  when  you
use  it  as  a  learning
tool. Instead of merely
checking  the  meaning

of a word, take a few
moments  to  read  the
example  sentences.
Note  how  the  word
combines  with  other
words  (collocations)
and in what contexts it
appears.  This  deeper
e n g a g e m e n t  w i l l
s o l i d i f y  y o u r
understanding  and
help you use the word
actively  in  your  own
speech and writing. For
learners,  i t  can  be
beneficial  to  keep  a
vocabulary journal and
write down new words
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r
example  sentences
from  the  dictionary.

Leveragin
g Both
Sections
A  common  mistake
a m o n g  b i l i n g u a l
dictionary  users  is  to
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rely exclusively on the
section that  translates
f rom  the i r  na t i ve
language  to  the i r
ta rge t  l anguage .
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A l
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
offers  rich  rewards  for
those who also use the
reverse  section.  For
example,  an  English
speaker  l ea rn ing
Arabic should not only
use  the  English-Arabic
section  to  find  Arabic
equivalents  but  also
use  the  Arabic-English
s e c t i o n  t o  v e r i f y
meanings and see how
A r a b i c  w o r d s  a r e
defined in English. This
c r o s s - r e f e r e n c i n g
builds a more rounded
a n d  a c c u r a t e
unders tand ing  o f
vocabulary.

THE DICTIONARY
IN THE DIGITAL

AGE

In an era dominated by
smartphone  apps  and
online translation tools,
one might question the
relevance of a printed
dictionary  like  the  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary.
While digital tools offer
u n d e n i a b l e
conven ience  and
speed,  they  often  fall
s h o r t  i n  d e p t h ,
a c c u r a c y ,  a n d
contextual  richness.
The physical dictionary
provides  a  curated,
verified,  and
comprehensive  source
of linguistic information
t h a t  o n l i n e  t o o l s
f r e q u e n t l y  l a c k .
Moreover,  the  act  of
physically  flipping
pages  and  scanning
entries  can  enhance
memory retention and
s e r e n d i p i t o u s
learning—you  often
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encounter  interesting
words  while  searching
for another, expanding
your  vocabulary  in
ways  that  a  digital
search does not allow.
However, this is not to
say that the dictionary
is merely a relic of the
past.  For  many users,
the  Al  Mawrid  Al
Q a r e e b  A r a b i c
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
D i c t i o n a r y
complements  digital
too ls  per fect ly .  A
common workflow is to
use  a  digital  app  for
quick lookups and then
consult  the  physical
dictionary  for  deeper
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
verification,  and
exposure  to  example
sentences.  This  hybrid
approach combines the
speed  of  digital  with
t h e  d e p t h  a n d
reliability  of  a  trusted
printed  resource.  The
dictionary  remains  an
essent ia l  too l  fo r

serious  study,  exam
prepara t i on ,  and
profess ional  work
where precision is non-
negotiable.

COMPARING AL
MAWRID AL
QAREEB TO OTHER
DICTIONARIES

The "Al Mawrid" family
i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l
dict ionaries,  each
designed  for  different
purposes. The full-sized
Al  Mawrid  Arabic
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
Dictionary is the most
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
containing hundreds of
thousands  of  entries
a n d  a  w e a l t h  o f
detailed  information.
However,  its  size  and
w e i g h t  c a n  b e
cumbersome.  On  the
o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e
spect rum,  pocket
dictionaries  are  highly
portable  but  offer
significantly  less
coverage  and  detail.
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The  Al  Mawrid  Al
Q a r e e b  A r a b i c
E n g l i s h  A r a b i c
Dictionary occupies a
sweet  spot  between
these  extremes.  It  is
comprehensive enough
to serve the needs of
most  students  and
professionals,  yet
compact enough to be
carried in a bag or kept
on  a  desk  w i thout
dominating  the  space.
It achieves this balance
by carefully curating its
entries  to  include  the
most  frequently  used
a n d  e s s e n t i a l
vocabulary,  whi le
omitting  rare,  archaic,
or  highly  specialized
terms that the average
user  would  seldom
e n c o u n t e r .  T h i s
editorial focus ensures
that  the  dictionary  is
both  practical  and
portable,  maximizing
its utility for the target
audience.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS
COMPANION FOR
LANGUAGE
MASTERY

T h e  j o u r n e y  o f
m a s t e r i n g  a  n e w
l a n g u a g e  i s  b o t h
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
rewarding.  Having  the
right tools by your side
c a n  m a k e  a l l  t h e
difference.  The  Al
Mawrid  Al  Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary  is
more than just a book
o f  w o r d s ;  i t  i s  a
carefully  designed
guide  that  illuminates
the pathways between
Arabic and English. Its
clear  definitions,
accurate  phonetic
transcriptions,  rich
contextual  examples,
and  user - f r iend ly
layout  make  i t  an
invaluable resource for
students,  translators,
writers,  and  anyone
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with a serious interest
in  these  two  global
languages.
In  a  world  of  fleeting
digital distractions, this
dictionary stands as a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
endur ing  va lue  o f
meticulous  scholarship
and thoughtful design.
It  invites  you not  just
to look up a word, but
to linger, to learn, and
t o  d e e p e n  y o u r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
Whether you are taking
your  first  steps  in
learning  Arabic  or

English,  or  you  are  a
seasoned  professional
seeking a reliable and
portable reference, the
Al Mawrid Al Qareeb
A r a b i c  E n g l i s h
Arabic  Dictionary
remains  a  wise  and
worthy  investment  in
your linguistic journey.
I t  i s  a  b r idge  that
doesn't  just  connect
words,  but  connects
people,  cultures,  and
ideas, making the vast
world  of  Arabic  and
English  a  little  more
accessible,  one  entry
at  a  time.


