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YOUR NEXT STEP
IN MANDARIN: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
INTEGRATED
CHINESE LEVEL 1
PART 2 SIMPLIFIED

If you have completed
the  first  segment  of
your Mandarin journey,
you already know that
learning  Chinese  is
both  challenging  and
incredibly  rewarding.
You have survived the
b a s i c s  o f
pronunciation,  tackled
the  four  tones,  and
m a s t e r e d  s i m p l e

greetings.  But  what
c o m e s  n e x t ?  F o r
countless students and
self-learners  around
the world,  the answer
l ies  in  Integrated
Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified.  This
textbook is more than
just  a  book;  i t  i s  a
structured  gateway  to
i n t e r m e d i a t e
conversation,  deeper
cultural understanding,
and  a  much  larger
vocabulary.  In  this
guide,  we will  explore
w h a t  m a k e s  t h i s
volume essential, what
you will actually learn,
and  how you can  get
the  most  out  of  your
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study  sessions  using
t h e  I n t e g r a t e d
Chinese Level 1 Part
2 Simplified textbook.

Why This
Textbook
is a
Landmark
for
Learners
The Integrated Chinese
series  has  long  been
the  gold  standard  for
u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l
Chinese  language
i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  edition  is
specifically  designed
for students who have
a  solid  grasp  of  the
first  ten  lessons.  It

b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p
between  novice-level
survival  phrases  and
the  abi l i ty  to  hold
meaningful,  contextual
conversations.  What
sets this volume apart
is its realistic approach
to language. Instead of
learn ing  i so la ted
w o r d s ,  y o u  l e a r n
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
grammar  through
dialogues  that  could
actually  happen  in  a
C h i n e s e - s p e a k i n g
environment.  Whether
you are  ordering  food
i n  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,
d i s c u s s i n g  y o u r
hobbies,  or  talking
about the weather, the
s c e n a r i o s  f e e l
a u t h e n t i c  a n d
immediately useful.

What
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Makes
the
Simplified
Character
Edition

Different?
It is important to note
that  this  version  uses
Simplified  Chinese
characters.  These  are
the characters used in
m a i n l a n d  C h i n a ,
S i n g a p o r e ,  a n d
increasingly  in  global
business contexts. The
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  edition
focuses  on  these
s t r e a m l i n e d
characters,  making  it
the ideal choice if you
p l a n  t o  t r a v e l  t o
Beijing,  Shanghai,  or

work with companies in
mainland  China.  The
book  also  includes
p iny in  fo r  a l l  new
vocabulary,  which  is
c r u c i a l  f o r
p r o n u n c i a t i o n
reinforcement. You will
find  that  the  layout  is
clean and logical, with
ample space for  note-
taking  and  self-study.
For  English  speakers,
t h e  g r a m m a r
exp lana t i ons  a re
part icularly  clear,
b r e a k i n g  d o w n
complex structures like
the  "ba"  construction
and  complement  of
result  in  a  way  that
feels  intuitive  rather
than  intimidating.

A
Compreh
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ensive
Look at
the

Content
When  you  open  the
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  textbook,
you  will  find  ten
lessons,  numbered
from  Lesson  11  to
Lesson 20. Each lesson
fo l l ows  the  same
effective  structure,
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a
dialogue,  vocabulary
lists,  grammar  points,
pattern  dri l ls ,  and
cultural  notes.  This
consistency  helps  you
build  a  study  rhythm.
Let us break down the
core areas of learning.

EXPANDING YOUR

VOCABULARY
BEYOND THE BASICS

In Part 1, you learned
w o r d s  f o r  f a m i l y
members,  dates,  and
simple  daily  routines.
P a r t  2  t a k e s  a
significant  leap
forward. You will learn
vocabulary  related  to
d in ing,  shopping,
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
weather,  sports,  and
travel.  For  example,
you  will  master  the
names  of  common
Chinese  dishes  like
“gongbao jiding” (Kung
Pao Chicken) and learn
how to ask for the bill.
You will also encounter
words for colors, sizes,
and bargaining phrases
that  are  essential  for
any  market  shopping
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
v o c a b u l a r y  i n
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  is  carefully
curated  to  be  high-
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frequency. This means
you  are  not  wasting
time on obscure words
you  wil l  never  use.
I n s t e a d ,  y o u  a r e
building  a  practical
lexicon  that  you  can
deploy  immediately  in
r e a l - w o r l d
conversations.

MASTERING
INTERMEDIATE
GRAMMAR
STRUCTURES

Grammatically,  this
volume is where things
get interesting. You will
move  beyond  simple
Subject-Verb-Object
sentences. Some of the
key  grammar  points
covered  include:

The “Ba”
Construction:
This is a unique
structure in
Chinese that
many learners
find tricky. The
Integrated

Chinese Level 1
Part 2
Simplified
textbook
explains it
clearly, showing
you how it
emphasizes the
disposal or
handling of an
object.
Resultative
Complements:
You will learn
how to use verbs
like “wan” (to
finish) and “dao”
(to succeed) to
indicate the
outcome of an
action. For
example, “Kan
wan” means “to
finish reading.”
Serial Verb
Constructions:
You will learn
how to use two
verbs in one
sentence, such
as “Wo qu shang
dian mai dongxi”
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(I am going to
the store to buy
things).
Comparisons
with “Bi”: You
will finally learn
how to say “A is
bigger than B”
correctly, which
is essential for
everyday
descriptions.

Each grammar point is
introduced  with  clear
examples and followed
by drills that force you
to actively produce the
language. This is not a
p a s s i v e  r e a d i n g
experience;  i t  is  a
workout for your brain.

DEEPENING
CULTURAL
COMPETENCY

One  of  the  standout
features  of  this  series
is  its  integration  of
c u l t u r e .  T h e
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2

Simplified  textbook
does  not  just  teach
language;  it  teaches
context. You will  learn
about  the  importance
of dining etiquette, the
concept  of  “mianzi”
( face),  and  how  to
n a v i g a t e  s o c i a l
h i e r a r c h i e s .  T h e
cultural  notes  at  the
end of each lesson are
short  but  incredibly
insightful. They explain
why  certain  phrases
are  used  and  how  to
avoid  common  social
faux pas. This cultural
layer is  vital.  You can
have perfect grammar,
but  if  you speak in  a
way  that  is  culturally
inappropriate,  you will
still struggle to connect
with native speakers.

How to
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Effectivel
y Study
with This

Textbook
O w n i n g  t h e
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  book  is
only  half  the  battle.
The other half is using
it  effectively.  Here  is  a
structured  approach
that  w i l l  he lp  you
retain the material.

LISTEN BEFORE YOU
READ

Before you look at the
dialogue,  listen to  the
audio recording. Try to
understand the gist of
the  conversation.  This
t ra ins  your  ear  to
recognize  sounds
without  the  crutch  of
the  written  word.  The

a u d i o  t h a t
accompan ies  the
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified  series  is
professionally recorded
with  native  speakers.
Listen  multiple  times.
Pay  attention  to  the
tone and intonation.

READ ALOUD FOR
MASTERY

Chinese  is  a  tonal
language,  and  silent
reading  will  not  help
y o u  m a s t e r
pronunciation.  You
m u s t  r e a d  t h e
d ia l ogues  a l oud .
Repeat after the audio.
Record  yourself  and
c o m p a r e  y o u r
pronunciation.  This
might feel awkward at
first,  but  it  is  the  most
effective  way  to
internalize  the  tones
and  rhythm  of  the
language.  Use  the
pinyin provided in the
Integrated  Chinese
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L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified textbook as
a  guide,  but  t ry  to
wean  yourself  off  of  it
as  you  become  more
comfortable  with  the
characters.

FOCUS ON THE
PATTERN DRILLS

Many students skip the
pattern  drills  because
they  seem  repetitive.
D o  n o t  m a k e  t h i s
mistake.  The  pattern
drills  in  this  textbook
are  designed  to  build
automaticity.  They
f o r c e  y o u  t o
m a n i p u l a t e  t h e
language in real  time.
Go  through  each  drill
quickly. If you make a
mistake,  go  back  and
try  again.  Speed  and
accuracy  are  your
goals.

USE THE EXERCISES
AND WORKBOOK

T h e  I n t e g r a t e d

Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified  textbook
c o m e s  w i t h  a
companion  workbook,
which  is  essential  for
reinforcement.  The
workbook  includes
l i s t e n i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
exercises,  fill-in-the-
blanks,  translation
tasks,  and  wri t ing
practice.  Do  every
exercise.  Writing  the
characters  by  hand  is
particularly  important
for  memory  retention.
Even  if  you  live  in  a
digital world, the act of
physically  writing  a
character helps embed
it  in  your  long-term
memory.

Integratin
g the
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Textbook
with
Other
Learning

Tools
While  the  Integrated
Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified  textbook
is  comprehensive,  you
should  not  rely  on  it
exclusively.  Modern
language learners have
access  to  amazing
resources  that  can
supp lement  you r
study.  Use  a  spaced-
repetition app like Anki
or Pleco to review the
vocabulary  from  each
lesson. Watch Chinese
TV  shows  or  YouTube
channels  that  match
your current level. Try
to  find  language
exchange  partners

online.  The  textbook
g i v e s  y o u  t h e
foundation;  real-world
exposure  helps  you
build  fluency  on  top  of
that  foundation.  The
dialogues in Part 2 are
long enough to prepare
you  for  native-speed
con ten t ,  so  s ta r t
exposing  yourself  to
that  content  early.

The
Transition
to Real-
World
Fluency
By  the  time  you  finish
Integrated  Chinese
L e v e l  1  P a r t  2
Simplified, you should
be  able  to  handle  a
wide range of everyday
situations.  You will  be
able  to  make  plans
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with  friends,  order  a
meal  with  specific
dietary  preferences,
ask for directions, and
discuss  your  personal
interests. You will also
h a v e  a  s o l i d
understanding  of  core
grammar  that  wi l l
make the transition to
Intermediate  Chinese
much smoother.  Many
learners  hit  a  plateau
after  Part  1  because
t h e y  l a c k  t h e
vocabulary  to  express
complex  ideas.  Part  2
is  designed  to  break
through that plateau. It
gives you the tools to
s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  i n
Chinese  rather  than
t r a n s l a t i n g  f r o m
English in your head.

Common
Challenge

s and
How to
Overcom
e Them
It  would  be  dishonest
t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s
textbook is  easy.  It  is
challenging,  and  you
will  likely  face  a  few
common  hurdles.  One
o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  i s
character  burnout.
Memoriz ing  ten  to
twenty new characters
per  lesson  can  feel
overwhelming.  To
overcome  this,  focus
o n  r a d i c a l s  a n d
character components.
T h e  I n t e g r a t e d
Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified  textbook
d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s
emphasize  this,  but
understanding  the
bui ld ing  b locks  of
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characters  makes
memorization  much
f a s t e r .  A n o t h e r
challenge  is  listening
comprehension.  The
audio in Part 2 is faster
than  in  Part  1.  You
might struggle to catch
every  word.  That  is
n o r m a l .  U s e  t h e
transcripts,  slow down
the audio, and practice
shadowing. Persistence
is the key.

Why This
Book
Deserves
a Place
on Your
Shelf
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
Chinese  textbooks  on
the market.  Some are

cheaper.  Some  are
flashier.  However,  few
offer  the  same level  of
thoroughness  and
pedagogical  rigor  as
the Integrated Chinese
series. The Integrated
Chinese Level 1 Part
2 Simplified  edition is
a  proven  tool.  It  has
b e e n  u s e d  b y
t h o u s a n d s  o f
successful  students.  It
is  structured,  reliable,
and  effective.  If  you
are  ser ious  about
a c h i e v i n g
conversational  fluency
in Mandarin, this is the
resource  you  need.  It
w i l l  p u s h  y o u ,
challenge  you,  and
ultimately  reward  you
with  the  abi l i ty  to
communicate  with
confidence.

Conclusio
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n
Learning Mandarin is a
marathon, not a sprint.
T h e  I n t e g r a t e d
Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified  textbook
represents  a  critical
m i les tone  in  tha t
journey.  It  takes  the
solid  foundation  you
bui l t  in  Part  1  and
e x p a n d s  i t  i n t o  a
functional,  practical
ability to navigate real-
life  situations.  From
mastering  the  “ba”
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o
bargain  at  a  market,
this volume equips you

with the tools you need
to thrive. Whether you
a r e  s t u d y i n g  i n  a
classroom  or  on  your
own,  commit  to  the
process, use the audio
diligently, and embrace
the  challenge.  Your
future  self  will  thank
you  when  you  a re
confidently  chatting
with a local  in  Beijing
or  reading  a  menu
without  a  translation
app. Start your journey
w i t h  In tegrated
Chinese Level 1 Part
2  Simplified  and  take
t h e  n e x t ,  m o s t
important  step toward
fluency.


