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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOUR OIL
FILTER MATTERS MORE THAN
YOU THINK

When  it  comes  to  maintaining  your
vehicle’s engine, few components are as
critical yet as overlooked as the oil filter.
Every time you change your oil, the filter
plays a silent but vital role in trapping
contaminants,  metal  shavings,  and
sludge  that  would  otherwise  circulate
through  your  engine.  Choosing  the
wrong  filter—or  failing  to  change  it
regularly—can lead to premature engine
wear, reduced fuel efficiency, and costly
repairs. That’s where the Ac Delco Oil
Filter  Guide  comes  in.  Whether  you
drive a Chevrolet, GMC, Buick, Cadillac,
or  even  a  non-GM  vehicle,  AC  Delco
offers  a  range  of  filters  engineered  to
meet  original  equipment  specifications.
This  guide  wil l  walk  you  through
everything you need to know: from the
different  filter  types  and  how  to  select
the  right  one,  to  installation  tips  and
benefits  of  staying  with  this  trusted
brand.

WHAT IS AC DELCO AND WHY
TRUST THEIR OIL FILTERS?

AC Delco is the original equipment parts
division  of  General  Motors,  producing
components for GM vehicles as well as
many  aftermarket  applications.  With
over  a  centu ry  o f  eng ineer ing
experience,  AC  Delco  oil  filters  are
designed to provide the same level  of

protection  as  the  filter  that  came  with
your car from the factory. The brand is
known for rigorous testing, high-quality
filter  media,  and  robust  construction.
Many  mechanics  and  DIY  enthusiasts
consider  AC  Delco  filters  the  gold
standard for GM vehicles, but they also
fit  a  wide  range  of  non-GM  models
through  their  cross-reference  system.
Key  benefits  of  using  an  AC  Delco  oil
filter  include:

High-density filter media that
captures particles as small as
20–30 microns, preventing them
from damaging bearings and
cylinder walls.
Silicon anti-drainback valves in
many models prevent dry starts by
keeping oil in the filter when the
engine is off.
High-flow capacity ensures
proper oil circulation even at low
temperatures or high RPMs.
Threaded center tubes made of
steel (not cardboard) for durability
and leak prevention.
Manufactured to ISO and GM
engineering standards, giving
you peace of mind that the filter
will perform as expected for the
full oil change interval.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
AC DELCO OIL FILTER SERIES

AC  Delco  offers  several  series  of  oil
filters,  each  designed  for  different
engine  types,  driving  conditions,  and
budget  levels.  Choosing  the  correct
series is essential for both performance
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and  warranty  compliance.  Below  is  a
breakdown  of  the  main  series  you’ll
encounter.

1. AC Delco PF
Series (Standard
Original
Equipment)
The PF series is the most common and
historically has been installed as original
equipment on many GM vehicles. These
filters  are highly reliable and affordable.
They feature a cellulose/synthetic blend
media  that  provides  good  filtration  for
normal driving conditions. The PF series
includes models like PF47, PF48, PF61,
and  many  more,  each  with  specific
thread  sizes,  gasket  diameters,  and
bypass  valve  specifications.
Best  for:  Daily  commuters,  family
sedans,  and light  trucks  under  normal
driving  conditions.  Change  intervals  of
3,000–5,000  miles  are  typical  with
conventional  oil.

2. AC Delco UPF
Series (Ultra
Premium
Filtration)
The  UPF  series  represents  AC  Delco’s
highest  level  of  filtration.  These  filters
feature  a  synthetic  media  that  traps
more  contaminants  and  offers  better
flow  rates  than  the  standard  PF  series.
The UPF models also include a stronger

steel  housing and a more robust  anti-
drainback  valve.  They  are  often
recommended for vehicles that operate
in  severe  conditions—towing,  extreme
temperatures,  dusty  environments,  or
extended oil change intervals.
Best for: Performance vehicles, heavy-
duty trucks, SUVs used for towing, and
drivers who use synthetic oil and want
extended protection (up to 7,500–10,000
miles depending on oil quality).

3. AC Delco PF
Premium
(WIX/AC Delco
Collaboration)
Some early 2000s GM vehicles used a
slightly different design manufactured by
WIX  (which  also  makes  filters  for  AC
Delco). These are sometimes labeled as
PF  Premium  or  “blue  box”  filters.  They
are not as common today, but you may
still  encounter  them  online.  They
generally  offer  good  filtration  but  lack
the  synthetic  media  of  the  UPF  series.

4. AC Delco
Professional (For
Heavy-Duty Use)
This  series  is  designed for  commercial
vehicles,  fleet  applications,  and  high-
mileage engines. They feature enhanced
dirt holding capacity and are often used
in  diesel  engines.  Professional  series
filters  are  also  available  for  certain
European  and  Asian  vehicles,  but  the
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availability is limited compared to PF and
UPF.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT AC
DELCO OIL FILTER FOR YOUR
VEHICLE

Selecting  the  correct  filter  is  not  as
simple as picking the same color box you
saw at the auto parts store. You need to
consider  several  factors  to  ensure  a
perfect fit and optimal oil flow.

Step 1: Check
Your Vehicle’s
Specifications
The  most  reliable  way  to  find  the  right
AC  Delco  oil  filter  is  to  consult  your
owner’s manual. It will list the OEM part
number (e.g.,  PF48, PF63, etc.).  If  you
don’t  have the  manual,  use  an  online
lookup tool on the AC Delco website or a
reputable retailer like RockAuto, O’Reilly,
or  Amazon.  Enter  your  vehicle’s  year,
make, model, and engine size to get the
correct filter number.

Step 2:
Understand
Thread Size,
Gasket
Diameter, and

Bypass Pressure
Oil  filters  are  not  universal.  Thread  size
(usually measured in inches, e.g., 3/4-16
or M20-1.5)  must match your engine’s
filter  mount.  The  gasket  diameter  must
seat  properly  to  avoid  leaks.  Bypass
valve  pressure  varies:  some  engines
require  a  higher  bypass  setting  to
prevent oil starvation during cold starts.
AC  Delco  designs  filters  for  specific
engines,  so  using  the  correct  part
number  ensures  these  parameters  are
met.

Step 3: Decide
Between
Standard and
Premium (PF vs.
UPF)
If you use conventional oil and change it
every  3,000–5,000  miles,  a  PF  series
filter  is  perfectly  adequate.  But  if  you
use  synthetic  oil  and  plan  to  extend
intervals  to  7,500  miles  or  more,
upgrade  to  a  UPF  filter.  The  UPF’s
synthet ic  media  wi l l  ho ld  more
contaminants without clogging, and the
stronger  anti-drainback  valve  reduces
the risk of dry starts.

Step 4: Consider
Your Driving



4

4 Ac Delco Oil Filter Guide 2023-05-20

Conditions
Severe service conditions—as defined by
most  automakers—include  short  trips
(under  5  miles),  stop-and-go  traffic,
towing,  driving  in  dusty  or  salty
environments, and extreme hot or cold
weather. If any of these sound familiar,
opt for the UPF series or at least a PF
series  with  a  silicone  anti-drainback
valve.

INSTALLATION TIPS FOR AC
DELCO OIL FILTERS

Installing an oil filter is a straightforward
task, but there are a few best practices
that can prevent leaks and ensure long
engine life.

Prepare the area: Warm up the1.
engine slightly (but not hot) so the
oil drains easily. Place a drain pan
under the oil filter.
Remove the old filter carefully:2.
Use an oil filter wrench if it’s too
tight. Avoid crushing the filter
body, as it may contain residual
oil.
Lubricate the gasket: Apply a3.
thin film of clean engine oil to the
new AC Delco filter’s rubber
gasket. This prevents the gasket
from sticking and helps create a
proper seal.
Hand-tighten only: Spin the filter4.
onto the mounting plate until the
gasket contacts the surface. Then
tighten it another ¾ to 1 full turn
by hand. Do not use a
wrench—overtightening can distort
the gasket or strip threads.
Add oil and check for leaks:5.
After filling the oil sump, start the
engine for 30 seconds, then shut it
off. Check for any drips around the

filter. Allow the engine to cool,
then recheck the oil level and top
off if needed.

AC DELCO OIL FILTER
COMPATIBILITY: WHICH
VEHICLES USE THEM?

While AC Delco is synonymous with GM,
the  brand  also  supplies  filters  for  many
other makes. For example, the popular
PF47  filter  fits  some  Ford  and  Chrysler
engines in addition to GM. The PF63 fits
many  modern  GM  trucks  (LS  and  LT
engines), but it also cross-references to
some  Nissan  and  Toyota  applications.
Always  verify  using  a  cross-reference
chart or a compatibility lookup. Using a
filter  that  is  too  short  or  too  long  can
cause  poor  oil  filtration  or  interference
with  other  engine  components.

BENEFITS OF USING GENUINE AC
DELCO VS. AFTERMARKET
CHEAPER BRANDS

The  temptation  to  save  a  few  dollars
with  a  no-name  filter  or  a  white-label
brand  is  real.  However,  inexpensive
filters  often  cut  corners:  they  may  use
paper  end  caps  instead  of  steel,  low-
quality glue for the media, and rubber
drainback  valves  that  harden  quickly.
These  shortcuts  can  lead  to  filter
collapse, restricted oil flow, and eventual
engine  damage.  AC  Delco  filters  are
engineered to meet OEM standards for
burst pressure (usually over 200 psi) and
by-pass reliability.  The cost difference is
often  only  $3–$6  per  filter,  which  is
trivial compared to the cost of an engine
rebuild.
Moreover,  using  a  genuine  AC  Delco
filter  helps  maintain  your  vehicle’s
warranty  (if  still  under  original  factory
warranty) and can increase resale value
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when you show a documented history of
OEM parts usage.

COMPARING AC DELCO WITH
OTHER MAJOR BRANDS

If  you  are  cross-shopping  AC  Delco
against  other  premium filters  like Mobil
1,  Fram  Ultra,  Purolator  Boss,  or
Bosch, here is a quick comparison:

Filtration efficiency: AC Delco
UPF series is comparable to Mobil
1 and Fram Ultra, all capturing
over 99% of contaminants at 20
microns. The PF series is slightly
lower but still excellent for daily
driving.
Anti-drainback valve: AC Delco
uses silicone in its UPF series,
which lasts longer than the nitrile
rubber used in some budget filters.
Silicone retains its shape even
after heat cycles.
Thread strength: AC Delco’s
threaded center plate is steel,
while some cheaper filters use
stamped metal that can strip. This
is a significant advantage for high-
torque scenarios.
Price: PF series units are one of
the most affordable OEM-grade
filters. UPF series costs more but is
still competitive with major
aftermarket premium brands.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT AC
DELCO OIL FILTERS

Can I use an AC
Delco filter on a

non-GM car?
Yes,  if  the  filter  number  matches  the
required  thread  size,  gasket  diameter,
and bypass specifications. Use an online
cross-reference or ask a parts specialist
to confirm.

Are AC Delco
filters made in
the USA?
Many  AC  Delco  filters  are  manufactured
in  the  United  States  (e.g.,  in  Ohio  or
Texas), though some are sourced from
Mexico  or  other  facilities.  The  brand
maintains  str ict  qual i ty  control
regardless  of  location.

How often should
I change my AC
Delco oil filter?
Follow  your  vehicle  manufacturer’s
recommended interval, usually every oil
change  (every  3,000–7,500  miles
depending  on  oil  type  and  driving
conditions).  If  you  use  the  UPF  series
with synthetic oil, up to 10,000 miles is
safe,  but  always  confirm  with  your
owner’s  manual.

CONCLUSION: KEEP YOUR
ENGINE CLEAN WITH THE RIGHT
AC DELCO OIL FILTER

Your engine deserves the best protection
you  can  afford,  and  the  Ac  Delco  Oil
Filter Guide shows that you don’t need
to  overpay  to  get  high-quality  filtration.
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Whether  you  choose  the  standard  PF
series  for  reliable  daily  driving  or  the
premium  UPF  series  for  extended
intervals  and  severe  conditions,  AC
Delco  provides  engineered  solutions
backed  by  GM’s  decades  of  engine
experience. By following the installation
tips,  match  the  correct  filter  number  to

your  vehicle,  and  changing  it  on
schedule,  you’ll  ensure  cleaner  oil  flows
through  your  engine  for  thousands  of
miles.  Don’t  let  a  cheap  filter
c o m p r o m i s e  y o u r  e n g i n e ’ s
health—invest  in  an  AC  Delco  oil  filter
and  drive


