
Who Wrote The Lion The Witch And The
Wardrobe 1

Who Wrote The Lion
The Witch And The
Wardrobe

Who Wrote
The Lion The
Witch And
The
Wardrobe

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com

by Alexander & Long

THE MAGICAL
BEGINNING:
UNVEILING THE
AUTHOR OF A
BELOVED CLASSIC

For  generations,  the
enchanted  world  of
Narnia  has  captivated
readers young and old,
transport ing  them
t h r o u g h  a  d u s t y
wardrobe into a land of
t a l k i n g  a n i m a l s ,
mythical  creatures,
a n d  e p i c  b a t t l e s
between good and evil.
At  the  heart  of  this
timeless tale, The Lion,

the  Wi tch  and  the
W a r d r o b e ,  l i e s  a
compelling  question
that  o f ten  sparks
curiosity  among  fans
and  newcomers  alike:
who wrote The Lion
the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe?
The  answer  i s  the
b r i l l i a n t  a n d
imag ina t i ve  C.S.
Lewis,  a  name  that
h a s  b e c o m e
synonymous  w i th
fantasy  literature  and
Christian  allegory.  To
truly  understand  the
depth of this work and
its  enduring appeal,  it
is  essential  to explore
the life, influences, and
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creative process of the
m a n  w h o  g a v e  u s
Narnia. This article will
not  only  answer  the
fundamental  question
of  authorship  but  will
also  delve  into  the
fasc inat ing  s to ry
behind one of the most
beloved  children's
b o o k s  i n  l i t e r a r y
history.

C.S. LEWIS: THE
MAN BEHIND THE
WARDROBE DOOR

Clive  Staples  Lewis,
known to the world as
C.S. Lewis, was born in
Belfast,  Ireland,  on
November  29,  1898.
H i s  ear ly  l i f e  was
m a r k e d  b y  b o t h
t r a g e d y  a n d
imagination.  The  loss
of his mother to cancer
when he was just nine
y e a r s  o l d  h a d  a
profound  impact  on
him,  leading  him  and
his  o lder  brother ,
Warren,  to  find  solace

in  the  wor lds  they
created  together.  This
early  immersion  in
storytelling would later
blossom into the richly
detailed  universe  of
Narnia.
Lewis  was  a  man  of
immense  intellectual
curiosity. He served in
the British Army during
World  War  I,  endured
the  horrors  of  trench
war fa re ,  and  was
wounded  in  battle.
A f t e r  t he  wa r ,  he
returned to his studies,
eventually becoming a
fel low  and  tutor  in
English  literature  at
Oxford University,  and
later, the first professor
o f  M e d i e v a l  a n d
Renaissance  Literature
a t  C a m b r i d g e
U n i v e r s i t y .  H i s
academic prowess was
matched  only  by  his
creative  spirit.  It  is
important to note that
who wrote The Lion
the  Witch  and  the
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Wardrobe  was  not
just  a  fantasy  author;
he  was  a  scholar,  a
poet,  a  literary  critic,
a n d  a  r e n o w n e d
Christian apologist.

The
Oxford
Inklings:
A
Crucible
of
Creativity
A  k e y  e l e m e n t  i n
understanding  Lewis's
creative  output  is  his
membership  in  the
Inklings,  an  informal
l iterary  discussion
group  that  met  a t
Oxford, most famously
in  Lewis's  rooms  at

Magdalen College or at
the  Eagle  and  Child
p u b .  T h i s  g r o u p
included  close  friends
like J.R.R. Tolkien, the
author  of  The Lord  of
the Rings.
The Inklings provided a
vital  sounding  board
for Lewis's ideas. They
would read their works-
in-progress  aloud  and
offer  critique,
encouragement,  and
inspirat ion.  I t  was
with in  th is  fer t i le
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d
creative  environment
tha t  t he  seeds  o f
Narnia  were  sown.
Whi le  Tolk ien  was
laboring  over  his  own
grand  mythology  for
England,  Lewis  was
being  encouraged  to
develop  his  own.  The
dynamic  between
these  two  l i terary
giants is often cited as
a crucial driver for both
of  their  masterpieces.
Thus,  when  asking
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who wrote The Lion
the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe, it is helpful
to understand that the
book was not born in a
vacuum, but through a
vibrant  community  of
storytellers.

THE INSPIRATION:
HOW NARNIA
CAME TO BE

The inspiration for The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe  is  a  subject
of  much  discussion.
L e w i s  h i m s e l f
described  the  book's
origin  as  a  series  of
powerful,  floating
images  that  came  to
him.  One of  the most
persistent  and  vivid
images  was  that  of  a
faun  carrying  an
u m b r e l l a  a n d
parcels  in  a  snowy
wood.  This image, he
said,  had  been  with
him since his teens.
Another  crucial  piece

of  the puzzle was the
arrival  of  evacuated
children  at his home,
The  Kilns,  during  the
bombing of  London in
World  War  II.  Lewis
took in several children
and was struck by how
they  processed  the
world. He noticed that
they were not drawn to
complex  adult  themes
b u t  t o  s t o r i e s  o f
adventure, magic, and
simple  morality.  This
observation helped him
decide on the tone and
audience for the story
he  was  beginning  to
formulate.
Furthermore,  a  specific
piece  of  furniture  in
Lewis 's  ch i ldhood
home,  a  large,  ornate
wardrobe made by his
grandfather,  became
the  legendary  portal.
The  question  of  who
wrote  The  Lion  the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe is therefore
answered  by  a  man
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who combined his own
childhood  memories,
wartime  experiences,
and  a  deep  love  for
m y t h o l o g y  a n d
storytell ing.

A
Deliberat
e
Allegory
or an
Unconsci
ous
Echo?
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
frequent  discussions
surrounding the book is
its  use  of  Christian
allegory.  While  Lewis
was a devout Christian
and  a  prolific  writer  of

a p o l o g e t i c s ,  h e
maintained that he did
not set out to write a
d i r e c t  a l l e g o r y .
Instead,  he wanted to
create  a  story  that
would  "steal  past  the
watchful dragons" of a
reader's  intellectual
defenses  and  present
the story of Christ in a
new, imaginative form.
The  l ion,  Aslan ,  is
widely  understood  to
be  a  Christ-like  figure.
His death on the Stone
Table, his resurrection,
and his ultimate victory
over  the  White  Witch
parallel  the  central
story  of  Christianity.
H o w e v e r ,  L e w i s
insisted that he began
the  story  wi th  the
images of a faun and a
snowy  wood,  and  the
Christian  elements
flowed  naturally  from
t h e  w o r l d  h e  w a s
building.  This  debate
adds  another  layer  of
depth to understanding
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who wrote The Lion
the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe  and  what
his  intentions  were.

THE WRITING AND
PUBLICATION
JOURNEY

Lewis  began  writing
The  Lion,  the  Witch
and  the  Wardrobe
around  1939,  but  the
process was not always
smooth.  He  put  the
manuscript aside for a
time, and it wasn't until
after  several  other
works that he returned
to  i t  with  renewed
vigor.  The  story  was
finally  completed  and
published  by  Geoffrey
Bles  in  the  United
Kingdom  on  October
16,  1950.
T h e  b o o k  w a s  a n
immediate  success,
though  it  did  receive
some  mixed  reviews.
Some  critics  found  it
too  episodic  or  too

frightening for children.
However,  the  public
adored  it.  Children
wrote  letters  to  Lewis
by  the  thousands,
asking for more stories
about  Narnia.  This
demand prompted him
to  w r i t e  s i x  more
books,  forming  the
complete  Chronicles
of Narnia  series. It is
interesting to note that
the order of publication
is  different  from  the
chronological  order  of
the  stories  within  the
Narnian  timeline.  The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe  was  the  first
published, but it is the
second  book  in  the
internal  chronology
after  The  Magician's
Nephew.
The  fact  that  who
wrote  The  Lion  the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe  i s  C .S .
Lewis  remains  the
most  direct  answer,
but  the  story  of  how
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this  book came to  be
p u b l i s h e d  i s  a
testament  to  Lewis's
persistence  and  the
power of a compelling
story  to  find  its
audience.

CHARACTERS AND
THEIR CREATOR'S
TOUCH

The  four  Pevensie
c h i l d r e n — P e t e r ,
Susan, Edmund, and
Lucy—are the heart of
t h e  s t o r y .  L e w i s
populated  his  world
with  characters  that
feel real and relatable,
despite  the  fantastical
s e t t i n g .  B y
understanding  who
wrote  The  Lion  the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe, we can see
how  Lewis's  own  life
experiences  shaped
these  characters.

Lucy Pevensie:
The youngest
and most

faithful. She
represents
innocent belief
and is the first to
discover Narnia.
She is based, in
part, on Lewis's
goddaughter,
Lucy Barfield, to
whom the book
is dedicated.
Edmund
Pevensie: The
traitor who is
redeemed. His
arc of betrayal,
temptation (by
the White Witch's
Turkish Delight),
and eventual
repentance is the
most dramatic. It
mirrors Lewis's
own journey from
atheism to
Christianity, and
his
understanding of
the nature of sin
and forgiveness.
Peter and
Susan: The
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older siblings,
who must take
on the roles of
protector and
mother figure.
They represent
the transition
from childhood to
responsibility.
The White
Witch (Jadis): A
chilling villain
who represents
evil, selfishness,
and the power of
lies. She is the
force that makes
the world of
Narnia "always
winter, but never
Christmas."
Aslan: The true
king of Narnia.
He is not a tame
lion, as Mr.
Beaver warns. He
is both terrifying
and kind, a
powerful
representation of
divine authority
and sacrificial

love.

The characters  are  so
memorable  because
their creator poured his
own  understanding  of
h u m a n  n a t u r e ,
s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n d
morality into them.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY AND WHY
WE STILL ASK:
WHO WROTE THE
LION THE WITCH
AND THE
WARDROBE?

Decades  a f te r  i t s
release,  The Lion,  the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe continues to
sell  millions  of  copies
worldwide. It has been
adapted into television
series,  films,  radio
dramas,  and  stage
p l a y s .  T h e  m o s t
famous  adaptation  is
the  2005  feature  film
produced  by  Walden
Media and directed by
Andrew  Adamson,
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which  brought  the
story  to  a  whole  new
generation.
The reason we still ask
who wrote The Lion
the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe  is  that  the
book remains a cultural
touchstone. It is a story
a b o u t  c o u r a g e ,
betrayal,  redemption,
and  hope.  It  explores
the  idea  of  a  deeper
reality  that  exists  just
b e y o n d  o u r  o w n
perception, ready to be
discovered if  we have
the  courage  to  step
through the door.  The
book  resonates  not
only  because  of  its
magical  surface  but
because of its profound
emotional and spiritual
depth.
Furthermore, the life of
C.S. Lewis himself has
become  a  subject  of
great  interest.  Books
like his autobiography,
Surprised  by  Joy,  and
biographies  such  as

C.S.  Lewis:  A  Life  by
Alister  McGrath,  offer
deep  insights  into  his
mind.  The  film
Shadowlands  explores
his  later  relationship
w i th  h i s  w i fe ,  J oy
Davidman,  adding  a
tragic  and  beautiful
chapter to his personal
story.  All  of  this  fuels
our fascination with the
man behind the myth.

The
Debate
Over the
Series
Order
A  persistent  debate
among  fans  i s  the
reading  order  of  the
Chronicles of Narnia.
Some  pub l i shers ,
following the wishes of
Lewis's estate, have re-



10

10 Who Wrote The Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe

2024-11-09

ordered  the  books
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,
s ta r t ing  w i th  The
Magician's  Nephew.
Other  publishers,  and
many purists, insist on
reading  them  in  the
order  of  publication,
starting with The Lion,
the  Wi tch  and  the
W a r d r o b e .  T h i s
ongoing  discussion
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
question of who wrote
The  Lion  the  Witch
and  the  Wardrobe
and the context of the
series remains a topic
of  lively  conversation
among  readers  of  all
ages.

CONCLUSION: THE
AUTHOR WHO
OPENED A DOOR
TO WONDER

I n  a n s w e r i n g  t h e
simple question of who
wrote  The  Lion  the
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Wardrobe,  we  have
u n c o v e r e d  a  r i c h

tapestry  of  history,
faith, imagination, and
literary  genius.  Clive
Staples  Lewis  was  a
m a n  o f  p r o f o u n d
intel lect  and  even
deeper  feel ing.  He
created  a  world  that
feels  as  real  as  our
o w n ,  p e o p l e d  b y
c h a r a c t e r s  w h o
struggle,  grow,  and
triumph  in  ways  that
mirror our own lives.
He  wrote  not  just  for
children,  but  for  the
child that lives in every
adult.  He  gave  us  a
s t o r y  w h e r e  t h e
impossible  becomes
possible,  where  a  lion
can  die  for  a  traitor,
and where a wardrobe
can  be  a  gateway  to
the most extraordinary
adventure.  The  next
time  you  open  that
creaking  wardrobe
door and step into the
snow,  you  will  know
exactly  whose  hands
carved the path. It was
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the  hands  o f  C.S.
Lewis ,  a  man  who
truly  understood  the

power of story to open
the doors of our hearts
and minds to a world of
wonder.


