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MASTERING YOUR ENTERTAINMENT: A COMPLETE
GUIDE ON HOW TO PROGRAM DIRECTV REMOTE

Your  DIRECTV  remote  is  the  gateway  to  a  wor ld  of
entertainment—seamlessly  switching  channels,  controlling
volume, and navigating streaming apps. But what happens when
you get a new TV, a new receiver, or simply need to sync your
remote?  Knowing  how  to  program  DIRECTV  remote  is
essential for any cord-cutting or satellite TV enthusiast. This easy-
to-follow guide will  walk you through every method, from the
simplest automatic pairing to advanced code entry, ensuring you
never fumble with buttons again. Whether you have the latest
Genie remote or an older model, we’ve got you covered.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DIRECTV REMOTE TYPES

Before diving into the programming steps, it  helps to identify
which remote you own. DIRECTV has released several models
over the years, but most fall into two categories:

Genie Remotes (e.g., RC73, RC71, RC66): Often white or
black, with a sleek design, and typically used with Genie HD
DVRs.
Standard Universal Remotes (e.g., RC64, RC65): Older
models, often gray or silver, that work with non-Genie
receivers.

The  good  news  is  that  the  process  for  how  to  program
DIRECTV remote  is  largely  similar  across  models.  The main
difference lies in whether you’ll use an automatic pairing method
or manual code entry.

METHOD 1: AUTOMATIC PAIRING (FOR GENIE
REMOTES)

If you have a Genie remote and a Genie receiver, the fastest way
to  program it  is  through  an  automatic  infrared  (IR)  or  radio
frequency (RF) pairing. This method is especially useful if you’ve
replaced your remote or receiver. Follow these steps:

Turn on your DIRECTV receiver and your TV.1.
Point the remote directly at the receiver.2.
Press and hold the MUTE and ENTER buttons3.
simultaneously. Wait for the green light at the top of the
remote to flash three times.
Press 1 on the remote. The green light should flash three4.
times again after a few seconds, indicating successful
pairing.
Test the remote by pressing the CHAN button. If the5.
receiver responds, you’re done.

This method works for most Genie remotes and is the easiest way
to  learn  how to program DIRECTV remote  for  TV control.
However, you may also need to program the remote to operate
your TV’s power and volume.

Programming TV Control
with Genie Remotes
Once your remote is paired to the receiver, you can set it up to
control your TV’s power, volume, and input. Here’s how:

Press the MENU button on your remote.1.
Navigate to Settings & Help > Settings > Remote2.
Control.
Select Program Remote.3.
Follow the on-screen instructions. Usually, you’ll need to4.
enter a code for your TV brand. The remote will try several
codes automatically.
Once found, you can test the Power and Volume buttons.5.

If the automatic code search fails, you can use the manual code
entry method described below.

METHOD 2: MANUAL CODE ENTRY (FOR ALL DIRECTV
REMOTES)

If you have an older standard remote or prefer to enter a specific
code,  manual  programming is  reliable.  You’ll  need the 4-digit
code for your TV brand. You can find these codes in the manual
or  online.  Here’s  the  standard  process  for  how to program
DIRECTV remote using codes:

Turn on your TV.1.
Press and hold the MUTE and SELECT buttons2.
simultaneously until the green light flashes three times,
then release.
Press the TV button (or AV1 on some models). The green3.
light will blink once.
Enter the first 4-digit code for your TV brand using the4.
number pad. For example, for Samsung, try 12051 or
12063.
If the code is correct, the green light will flash three times5.
and stay on. The TV should turn off.
Press the POWER button on the remote to turn the TV back6.
on to confirm.
Test volume control. If it works, you’re all set. If not, repeat7.
with the next code.

Tip: If none of the listed codes work, you can try an automatic
code search. Press and hold MUTE and SELECT until the light
flashes  three  times.  Press  TV,  then  press  the  CHAN UP  button
repeatedly  (once  per  second)  until  the  TV  turns  off.  Then  press
ENTER to lock the code.

METHOD 3: PROGRAMMING A DIRECTV REMOTE FOR
AUDIO DEVICES

Many users want to control their soundbar or AV receiver with
their DIRECTV remote. The process is similar to programming for
a TV. Here’s how to do it:

Turn on your audio device.1.
Press and hold the MUTE and SELECT buttons until the2.
green light flashes three times.
Press the AUX or AV1 button (depending on your remote).3.
Enter the 4-digit code for your audio brand (e.g., 30054 for4.

https://www.remodelicious.com/


2

2 How To Program Directv Remote 2023-08-11

Sony).
Test the volume and mute functions. If they work, you’re5.
done.

This expands the functionality of your remote, making it a true
universal controller. Understanding how to program DIRECTV
remote for audio is a great way to enhance your home theater
setup.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

Even with clear instructions, you might encounter problems. Here
are  frequent  issues  and  solutions  when  learning  how  to
program DIRECTV remote:

Remote Not Responding at
All

Check batteries: Replace with fresh ones. Low batteries
often cause intermittent failures.
Reset the remote: Remove batteries, press every button
for 3 seconds, then reinsert batteries. This clears residual
charge.
Check line of sight: Ensure the remote is pointed directly
at the receiver or TV sensor.

TV Turns Off but Volume
Doesn’t Work

You may have entered a code that controls power but not
volume. Try a different code from the list.
Some brands require separate codes for power and volume.
Use the automatic code search method to find a complete
code.

Remote Works but Receiver
Doesn’t Respond

You may have accidentally paired the remote to a different
receiver. Perform the automatic pairing again (Method 1).
If you’re using RF mode, make sure the receiver is set to
accept RF signals. Check the receiver’s remote settings.

Green Light Flashes but No
Action

This often happens when you’re holding the wrong
combination of buttons. For manual code entry, ensure
you’re pressing MUTE and SELECT simultaneously, not
ENTER.
Try restarting the process from scratch with a fresh battery
pull.

ADVANCED TIPS: USING THE DIRECTV MOBILE APP AS
A REMOTE

If you lose your physical remote or want a backup, the DIRECTV

mobile  app  can  also  control  your  receiver.  This  is  not
programming a physical  remote,  but  it’s  a  handy alternative.
Simply download the DIRECTV app, sign in, and select Remote.
You’ll  need your  receiver  to  be connected to the same Wi-Fi
network.  This  method  also  teaches  you  how  to  program
DIRECTV remote in a digital sense, as you can assign custom
macros or shortcuts.

Resetting Your DIRECTV
Remote to Factory Defaults
Sometimes you want to start  fresh. Here’s how to reset your
remote:

Press and hold the MUTE and SELECT buttons1.
simultaneously until the green light flashes three times.
Press the INFO button. The green light will flash three more2.
times.
Press the MENU button. The light should blink once,3.
indicating a reset.
Now you can reprogram from scratch.4.

WHY PROGRAMMING YOUR DIRECTV REMOTE
MATTERS

Getting the most out of your satellite TV experience starts with
seamless control. When you know how to program DIRECTV
remote correctly, you eliminate the clutter of multiple remotes.
You can change channels, adjust volume, and switch inputs with
a  single  device.  This  not  only  simplifies  your  viewing  habits  but
also reduces confusion for other family members. Moreover, a
properly programmed remote ensures that the IR or RF signal is
optimized,  preventing  lag  or  missed  commands  during  your
favorite shows.

Choosing the Right
Programming Method for
Your Setup
Consider  your  equipment.  If  you  have  a  Genie  system,  the
automatic pairing is your best bet. For older receivers or custom
setups, manual code entry gives you full control. Always keep a
list  of  code  charts  handy—you  can  find  them  on  DIRECTV’s
support  page.  Technology  evolves,  but  basic  programming
principles  remain  consistent.  By  mastering  how to program
DIRECTV remote, you future-proof your ability to integrate new
devices.

CONCLUSION

Programming  your  DIRECTV  remote  doesn’t  have  to  be  a
frustrating task. Whether you prefer the automatic pairing for
Genie remotes or the traditional code entry method for standard
remotes,  the  steps  are  straightforward  and  repeatable.
Remember to identify your remote model, keep fresh batteries
installed, and use the on-screen menu as a guide when available.
With this comprehensive guide, you now have the knowledge to
take full command of your entertainment system. Say goodbye to
tangled remotes and hello to a streamlined viewing experience.
So grab your remote and start programming—you’re just minutes
away from perfect control.


