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UNDERSTANDING
THE CORRECTIVE
READING
PLACEMENT TEST:
A COMPLETE
GUIDE FOR
EDUCATORS AND
PARENTS

W h e n  a  s t u d e n t
struggles with reading,
identifying the precise
nature and severity of
their  difficulties  is  the
first  step  toward
m e a n i n g f u l
intervention.  This  is
where  the  Corrective
Reading  Placement
Test  becomes  an
indispensable  tool.

D e s i g n e d  a s  a
diagnostic assessment,
t h i s  t e s t  h e l p s
educators  pinpoint
e x a c t l y  w h e r e  a
student's reading skills
have broken down and
which  leve l  o f  the
Corrective  Reading
program  will  be  most
effective  for  their
needs.  Rather  than
relying  on  guesswork
o r  b r o a d
generalizations,  the
p l a c e m e n t  t e s t
provides  data-driven
insights  that  allow for
targeted,  efficient
instruction.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
what  the  Corrective
Reading  Placement
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Test is, why it matters,
how it works, and how
educators and parents
can  use  its  results  to
create  a  clear  path
forward  for  struggling
readers.  Whether  you
are a special education
teacher,  a  reading
intervent ionist ,  a
school  administrator,
or a parent advocating
f o r  y o u r  c h i l d ,
understanding  this
assessment  is  crucial
for  unlocking  reading
success.

What Is
the
Correctiv
e
Reading

Program?
Before  diving  deeply
into the placement test
i t se l f ,  i t  he lps  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
program  it  supports.
Corrective Reading is a
r e s e a r c h - b a s e d
intervention  program
developed  by  SRA
(Science  Research
A s s o c i a t e s )  a n d
McGraw-H i l l .  I t  i s
specifically  designed
for students in grades
3 through 12 who are
reading  one  or  more
years  below  grade
level.  The  program  is
divided into  two main
strands: Decoding and
Comprehension.  Each
s t r a n d  i s  f u r t h e r
broken  down  in to
multiple levels  (A,  B1,
B2, C for Decoding and
A ,  B ,  C  f o r
Comprehension), which
increase  in  difficulty
and  complexity.
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T h e  C o r r e c t i v e
Reading  Placement
Test  serves  as  the
g a t e w a y  t o  t h i s
program.  Without
accurate placement,  a
student  could  end  up
working  on  material
that is either too easy
(leading  to  boredom
a n d  w a s t e d
instructional  time)  or
too  difficult  (leading  to
frustration  and further
disengagement).  The
p l a c e m e n t  t e s t
e l i m i n a t e s  t h i s
uncertainty.

WHY THE
CORRECTIVE
READING
PLACEMENT TEST
MATTERS

The  importance  of
correct placement in a
reading  intervention
program  cannot  be
overstated. If a student
is placed in a level that
does  not  match  their
current  skill  set,  the

i n te rven t i on  can
actually do more harm
than  good.  Here  are
some key reasons why
the  placement  test  is
so critical:

Prevents
Wasted Time:
Students who are
already behind
need efficient
instruction. The
placement test
ensures they
start at exactly
the right level,
avoiding
unnecessary
review or
overwhelming
challenge.
Builds
Confidence:
When students
begin at a level
where they can
experience
success, their
confidence
grows. This
emotional boost
is often just as
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important as the
academic
instruction itself.
Provides
Baseline Data:
The placement
test establishes a
clear baseline of
a student's
current reading
abilities. This
data can later be
compared with
post-intervention
assessments to
measure growth.
Supports
Differentiation:
In a classroom or
small group
setting, the
placement test
allows teachers
to group
students with
similar needs,
making
instruction more
efficient and
effective.
Guides
Instructional

Focus: The test
does more than
just assign a
level. It also
reveals specific
weaknesses,
such as difficulty
with vowel
sounds, blending,
or
comprehension
of main ideas.

HOW THE
CORRECTIVE
READING
PLACEMENT TEST
WORKS

The placement  test  is
an  individual,  one-on-
o n e  a s s e s s m e n t
administered  by  a
teache r ,  r ead ing
specialist,  or  trained
paraprofessional.  It  is
not a group test, and it
is  not  timed,  though
most  administrations
take  between  10  and
30 minutes depending
on  the  student's  age
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and skill level.

Compone
nts of the
Placemen
t Test
The test is divided into
s e c t i o n s  t h a t
correspond  to  the
different  levels  of  the
Corrective  Reading
p r o g r a m .  T h e
administrator  begins
w i t h  a  s c r e e n i n g
s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e n
m o v e s  t h r o u g h
increasingly  difficult
tasks until the student
reaches  a  point  of
difficulty.  Key
components  include:

Letter1.
Identification
and Sounds:
The student is
asked to name

letters and
produce their
corresponding
sounds. This
foundational skill
is critical for
decoding.
Word Reading:2.
The student
reads lists of
words that
become
progressively
more complex,
from simple CVC
(consonant-
vowel-
consonant)
words to
multisyllabic
words.
Sentence and3.
Passage
Reading: The
student reads
aloud connected
text. The
administrator
notes errors,
hesitations, and
self-corrections.
Comprehension4.
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Questions: After
reading a
passage, the
student answers
literal and
inferential
questions to
assess
understanding.
Fluency5.
Checks: While
not always a
formal
component in
every version,
many placement
tests also
consider reading
rate and
prosody.

Scoring
and
Placemen

t
Decisions
O n c e  t h e  t e s t  i s
c o m p l e t e ,  t h e
administrator scores it
using  the  guidelines
p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e
Corrective  Reading
P lacement  Test
manual. The scoring is
criterion-referenced,
m e a n i n g  t h a t
p e r f o r m a n c e  i s
c o m p a r e d  t o  a
p r e d e t e r m i n e d
standard rather than to
the  performance  of
other  students.  Based
o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
errors and the pattern
o f  e r r o r s ,  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t o r
d e t e r m i n e s  t h e
appropriate  starting
level  within either  the
D e c o d i n g  o r
Comprehension strand.
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UNDERSTANDING
THE DECODING VS.
COMPREHENSION

STRANDS

One  of  the  un ique
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e
Corrective  Reading
program  is  that  i t
separates  decoding
s k i l l s  f r o m
comprehension skills. A
s tudent  m igh t  be
strong in one area and
weak  in  another.  The
placement  test  helps
i d e n t i f y  t h e s e
differences,  allowing
for a more customized
intervention plan.

Decoding
Strand
Placemen
t
The  Decoding  strand
focuses  on  phonemic

awareness,  phonics,
word attack skills, and
fluency. The placement
tes t  fo r  decod ing
assesses  how  well  a
student can sound out
words,  blend  sounds,
and  read  connected
text  accurately  and
smoothly. Levels range
from A (basic decoding
of  simple words)  to  C
(more  complex  words
and longer passages).

Compreh
ension
Strand
Placemen
t
The  Comprehension
strand  focuses  on
v o c a b u l a r y ,
understanding  main
i d e a s ,  m a k i n g
inferences,  analyzing
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text  structure,  and
critical  thinking.  The
placement  test  for
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
assesses  a  student's
ability  to  understand
what  they  read,  both
explicitly and implicitly.
Levels  range  from  A
( b a s i c  l i t e r a l
comprehension)  to  C
(higher-order  thinking
and  analysis).
It  is  entirely  possible
for a student to place
i n t o  L e v e l  B  o f
Decoding and Level  A
of  Comprehension,  or
v i c e  v e r s a .  T h e
placement  test  makes
these  dist inct ions
clear,  so  instruction
c a n  b e  t a r g e t e d
precisely.

SETTING UP FOR A
SUCCESSFUL
ADMINISTRATION

To get accurate results
from  the  Corrective
Reading  Placement

T e s t ,  p r o p e r
admin is t ra t ion  i s
essential.  Here  are
some best practices for
educators:

Create a
Comforta
ble
Environm
ent
The  test  should  be
administered in a quiet
s p a c e  f r e e  f r o m
dis t rac t ions .  The
student should feel  at
ease,  not  anxious.
Explain that this test is
not a grade but a way
to  find  the  best  place
to  start  learning.
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Follow
the Script

Exactly
The  placement  test
includes a script for the
administrator  to  read
aloud. It is important to
follow this  script  word
for  word  to  ensure
consistency  across  all
students.  Deviating
from  the  script  can
affect  the  validity  of
the  results.

Record
Errors
Carefully
As  the  student  reads,
the  administrator
marks  er rors  on  a
r e c o r d i n g  f o r m .
Common errors include
mispronunc ia t ions ,

s u b s t i t u t i o n s ,
o m i s s i o n s ,  a n d
i n s e r t i o n s .  S e l f -
corrections  are  noted
but  are  not  typically
counted as errors if the
student  corrects  them
without prompting.

Know
When to
Stop
The  tes t  inc ludes
discontinue  rules.  If  a
s t u d e n t  m a k e s  a
certa in  number  of
errors within a section,
the administrator stops
that section and moves
to the next, or ends the
test  if  appropriate.
Continuing  too  long
can cause unnecessary
frustration.

INTERPRETING THE
RESULTS OF THE
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CORRECTIVE
READING

PLACEMENT TEST

Once the test is scored,
the  results  should  be
interpreted  with  care.
The score will indicate
a specific starting level
and  lesson  number
within  the  Corrective
Reading  program.
However,  the  score  is
only  one piece of  the
p u z z l e .  S k i l l e d
e d u c a t o r s  a l s o
consider the following:

Error Patterns:
Are the errors
mostly on vowel
sounds,
consonant
blends, or
multisyllabic
words? This
information helps
the teacher know
where to focus
instruction.
Test Behavior:
Was the student
anxious,

distracted, or
fatigued? These
factors can affect
performance and
may need to be
considered when
making
placement
decisions.
Other Data
Sources: The
placement test
should be used in
conjunction with
other
assessments,
classroom
observations,
and teacher
input to form a
complete picture
of the student's
reading abilities.

Common
Placemen
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t Errors
and How
to Avoid

Them
Even  w i th  a  we l l -
d e s i g n e d  t e s t ,
placement  errors  can
occur.  Here  are  some
common  pitfalls  and
how  to  avoid  them:

Placing Too1.
High: An eager
teacher may
want to
challenge a
student and
place them at a
higher level. This
usually backfires,
as the student
lacks the
foundational
skills to succeed.
Always follow the
placement test
recommendation

.
Placing Too2.
Low: Conversely,
a teacher may
place a student
at a lower level
to be safe. While
well-intentioned,
this can bore the
student and slow
their progress.
Trust the test
results.
Ignoring the3.
Comprehension
Strand: Some
schools focus
only on
decoding, but
comprehension
deficits can also
be severe. Use
both strands of
the placement
test to get the
full picture.
Not4.
Reassessing
After a Period
of Time: A
student who has
made significant
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progress may
need to be
reassessed and
moved to a
higher level. The
placement test
can be used
again after
several months
of instruction.

USING THE
CORRECTIVE
READING
PLACEMENT TEST
FOR IEP AND RTI
PURPOSES

T h e  C o r r e c t i v e
Reading  Placement
Test is not just a tool
for classroom teachers.
It  is  widely  used  in
special  education  and
R e s p o n s e  t o
Intervention  (RTI)
frameworks.  Here  is
how  it  fits  into  these
broader  systems:

Special
Education
and IEPs
For  s tudents  w i th
specific  learning
disabilities  in  reading,
the  placement  test
provides objective data
that  can  be  used  to
write measurable goals
in  an  Individualized
Education  Program
(IEP).  For  example,  a
goal  might  state  that
t h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l
improve their decoding
skills  from Level  A  to
Level  B  within  one
s c h o o l  y e a r ,  a s
m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e
Corrective  Reading
program  assessments.

RTI and



Corrective Reading Placement Test 13

13

Multi-
Tiered
Systems
of
Support

(MTSS)
In  an  RTI  model,  the
placement test is often
used at Tier 2 or Tier 3
to  de te rm ine  the
appropriate  level  of
i n t e r v e n t i o n  f o r
students who have not
responded  to  general
classroom  instruction.
Because  the  test  is
criterion-referenced
and  tied  directly  to  a
validated  intervention
p r o g r a m ,  i t  i s  a n
exce l lent  too l  fo r
progress  monitoring
w i t h i n  t h e s e
frameworks.

FAQ: COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE CORRECTIVE
READING
PLACEMENT TEST

Here  are  answers  to
some  o f  t he  mos t
common  questions
educators and parents
h a v e  a b o u t  t h i s
assessment:
How  long  does  the
p lacement  tes t
take?  Typically  10  to
30 minutes, depending
on  the  student's  age
and skill level. It is not
t i m e d ,  s o  t h e
administrator  can
p r o c e e d  a t  t h e
student's  pace.
C a n  t h e  t e s t  b e
administered  by  a
paraprofessional?
Yes,  as  long  as  the
paraprofessional  has
been  trained  in  the
correct  administration
procedures.  However,
the  interpretation  of
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r e s u l t s  a n d
instructional  decisions
s h o u l d  i n v o l v e  a
certified  teacher  or
reading  specialist.
How  often  should
the  placement  test
be given? It should be
given at the beginning
of the intervention and
then  again  if  there  is
reason  to  believe  the
student  has  made
significant  progress.
S o m e  p r o g r a m s
r e c o m m e n d
reassessment  every  8
to 12 weeks.
Is  the  placement
test  available  for
different  grade
levels?  The  test  is
designed  for  students
in grades 3 through 12
who are reading below
grade level. It can also
be  used  with  older
students  and  even
a d u l t s  i n  s o m e
settings.
D o e s  t h e  t e s t

require  any  special
materials?  Yes,  the
test includes a manual,
student  booklets,  and
recording forms. These
are typically purchased
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
Corrective  Reading
program  kit.

CONCLUSION

T h e  C o r r e c t i v e
Reading  Placement
Test is far more than a
simple diagnostic  tool.
It  is  the  foundation
upon  which  effective
reading intervention is
built.  By  providing
accurate,  actionable
data about a student's
c u r r e n t  r e a d i n g
abilities, it ensures that
e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f
instructional  time  is
u s e d  w i s e l y .  F o r
struggling readers who
have  already  fallen
behind, this precision is
not  just  helpful;  it  is
essential.
Educators who take the
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time to administer this
test  correct ly  and
interpret  its  results
thoughtfully are giving
their students the best
possible  chance  to
c lose  the  gap  and
become  confident,
competent  readers.
When  combined  with
high-quality instruction
using  the  Corrective

Reading  program,  the
placement  test  is  a
powerful  ally  in  the
fight  against  reading
failure. For parents and
a d v o c a t e s ,
understanding this test
empowers  you  to  ask
the right questions and
ensure that your child
receives  the  targeted
support they deserve.


